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In brief 


QATAR I Cables _ 

Emir condoles with 
Kuwaiti leader 

His Highness the Emir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness 
the Deputy Emir Sheikh Abdullah bln 
Hamad al-Thani and HE the Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa al-Thani 
sent yesterday cables of condolences 
to the Emir of Kuwait. Sheikh Sabah 
al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah, on the 
death of Sheikh Abdullah Bader Saud 
al-Malek al-Sabah. 


QATAR I Official_ 

Emir congratulates 
Sri Lankan president 

His Highness the Emir Sheikh Tamim 
bln Hamad al-Thani and His Highness 
the Deputy Emir Sheikh Abdullah 
bln Hamad al-Thani sent yesterday 
cables of congratulations to SrI 
Lankan President Maithripala SIrlsena 
on the anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. HE the Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Nasser bln Khalifa al-Thani 
sent a similar cable to Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister Ranil WIckremesInghe. 


QATAR I Official_ 

Permanent residency 
draft law discussed 

The Advisory Council’s Internal 
and Foreign Affairs Committee 
met yesterday during the council’s 
46th regular session, under the 
chairmanship of Its Rapporteur 
Abdullah bin Fahad bin Ghorab 
al-Marri. The meeting was attended 
by the Director General of General 
Directorate of Border Passports and 
Expatriate Affairs, Brigadier Mohamed 
bln Ahmed al-Ateeq, and the Director 
of Legal Affairs Department at the 
Ministry of Interior (Mol), Brigadier 
Salim bin Saqr al-Muralkhi. They 
explained the Mol’s point of view on 
the draft law on permanent residence 
card and answered the questions of the 
committee members. The committee Is 
to continue the study of the draft law at 
its next meeting. 


AMERICA I Accident_ 

Two dead, over 100 hurt 
in S Carolina train crash 

Two Amtrak employees were killed 
and more than 100 other people 
were injured early yesterday when a 
passenger train carrying 147 people hit 
a freight train in the US state of South 
Carolina. Amtrak train 91 - travelling 
from New York to Miami - derailed 
in Cayce, outside the state capital 
Columbia, after colliding with a CSX 
freight train at around 2:30am (0730 
GMT). It was the third deadly Incident 
involving an Amtrak train since 
December, raising questions about the 
safety of the national railway service. 
Page 11 


Sierra Leone president in Doha 



Sierra Leone President Ernest Bai Koroma arrived in Doha yesterday on an official visit to Qatar. The president and his 
accompanying delegation were welcomed upon arrival at Hamad International Airport by HE the Minister of Energy and Industry 
Dr Mohamed bin Saleh al-Sada. Page6 

Qatar-US strategic 
dialogue rebuffs 
siege nations’ lies 


Plan to set up 
six traffic offices 
with insurance 
firm services 


OUS acknowledges Qatar 
as a strong partner in the 
fight against terrorism 
and a strong economic 
partner: FM 


QNA 

Washington 


H e the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Abdulrahman al- 
Thani has underlined that the results of 
the recent strategic dialogue between 
Qatar and the United States presented a 
strong response to the siege countries' 
allegations that Qatar supported ter¬ 
rorism. 

Referring to the formation of the 
political working groups between the 
two countries to follow up on regional 
issues, mutual co-operation and ex¬ 
change of views, the Deputy Premier 
and Foreign Minister said Qatar had re¬ 
alised many strategic achievements in 
various fields. 

In an interview with A1 Jazeera 
Channel, he said at the military level, 
there was a declaration of joint de¬ 


fence, which also addresses the US base 
and the presence of US forces on Qatari 
soil, as well as the joint military exer¬ 
cises and military procurement. Talks 
were also held between the parties in 
combating terrorism and the memo¬ 
randum of understanding signed by 
Qatar, which defines the relationship 
between Qatar and the US in the fight 
against terrorism through the exchange 
of information and capacity building. 

“Qatar believes that what have been 
achieved in this dialogue in general in 
the areas of security, defence and po¬ 
litical fields is a clear statement and a 
clear position from the United States 
that (^atar is a strong partner in the 
fight against terrorism and a strong 
economic partner,” he said. 

“This represents a strong response 
to all claims of the siege countries that 
Qatar supports terrorism. This is a 
clear testimony from the US, which is 
well aware of the Qatari efforts and re¬ 
gards Qatar as a key partner in its fight 
against terrorism.” 

Sheikh Mohamed said Qatar believes 
its future partnership with the US as 
promising, and there are many oppor¬ 
tunities to achieve it. 

On the US position towards the 


Gulf crisis, the foreign minister said: 
“Washington's position has been clear 
since the beginning of the crisis, which 
is still in place.” He explained that the 
US wanted to see a unified co-opera¬ 
tion council and appreciated its rela¬ 
tionship with Qatar. 

On the announcement of the US Sec¬ 
retary of State on his country's commit¬ 
ment to the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Qatar, the minister pointed 
out to the existence of a clear and strong 
partnership between the two countries, 
adding that America was aware that the 
accusations against Qatar were false and 
not based on any evidence. 

As for Qatar's assessment of the US 
administration's perception of the 
complexities of the Gulf crisis, he said 
the propaganda machine unleashed by 
the siege countries in the US had an 
impact in the beginning of the crisis. 
Also the siege countries exploited legal 
methods in the United States to serve 
their purpose of demonising Qatar. 
Some centres and newspapers in the US 
were provided with false information 
but with the success of Qatar's efforts 
to clarify the picture, all have come to 
distinguish between what is true and 
what is false, he said. To Page 6 


T he General Directorate of Traffic 
has initiated work to establish 
six offices with insurance com¬ 
panies in order to enable the people to 
complete procedures at one location, it 
was announced yesterday. 

The proposed offices would serve 
as a one-stop facility, combining both 
traffic and insurance services, it is un¬ 
derstood. 

The General Directorate of Traffic 
has been successful through a number 
of measures to overcome many chal¬ 
lenges, according to a statement. 

Geographic Information System was 
used for the production of maps, draw¬ 
ings and engineering software. Two 
new traffic offices were opened in The 
Pearl - Qatar and in the South while also 
completing the first phase of linking 
the security system to the traffic sys¬ 
tem. 

A search and investigation team was 
formed to investigate serious incidents 
in addition to the activation of security 
cameras “Talaa” to control traffic vio¬ 
lations and realise the highest rates of 
traffic safety. 

In order to raise the awareness of the 
people and enhance the media cam¬ 
paigns, the department signed agree¬ 
ments and partnerships with Minis¬ 
try of Culture and Sports, secondary 
schools and extended collaboration 
with Qatar University in the fields of 
researches and traffic studies. 

As part of implementing the strat¬ 
egy of paperless transactions, the first 
phase of the registration of imknown 
accidents through MetrashZ was imple¬ 
mented. Mechanical inspection of me¬ 
chanical vehicles was linked to the traffic 


Reuters 

Vatican City 


T urkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan flew to Italy yesterday 
ahead of talks with Pope Francis 
that are expected to centre on Jerusa¬ 
lem after US President Donald Trump 
recognised the holy city as the capital of 
Israel. 

Jerusalem is home to sites holy to the 
Muslim, Jewish and Christian religions, 
and Trump's recent announcement that 
he would move the US embassy to the 
city alarmed many allies, who say the 
decision could doom Middle East peace 
efforts. 

But the two men have found common 


system, and paper report was stopped. 
The transfer of ownership and renewal 
of driving licences for aU vehicles can be 
completed through Metrash 2. 

These measures were positively re¬ 
flected in figures. In the Licensing and 
Permits Section, the works showed 
increase of 10.2%. The total work 
amounted to 89,758 transactions in 
2016, it went up to 98,932 in 2017. The 
work of the traffic planning section in¬ 
creased by 9.4% compared to 2016. 

The Support and Operations Section 
recorded an increase of 257% with a 
total of 348 activities for 2017, while in 
2016 there were 97 activities. 

The Traffic Awareness Section in¬ 
dicated an increase in the awareness 
activities by 7% in 2017 compared to 
activities in 2016. The total activities 
of 2016 included awareness to pedes¬ 
trians, the ideal driver, and the aware¬ 
ness of school students and in winter 
camps, community awareness, exter¬ 
nal partnerships, and during the Na¬ 
tional Day, Ramadan campaign. While 
264 activities were held in 2016, 282 
activities took place in 2017. 

The Department of Studies and 
Traffic Information has also achieved a 
15% increase in the number of studies, 
monthly reports, statistical indicators, 
surveys and opinion polls. 

Enhanced internal and external 
training courses are key factors to 
achieve this vision. The number of 
participants in the internal courses 
increased in 2017 to reach 889 partici¬ 
pants, while 503 participants took part 
in 2016. As for the external courses, 83 
participants attended in 2017 whereas 
48 people participated in 2016. 


ground over Jerusalem, speaking by 
phone after 'Trump made his announce¬ 
ment in December and agreeing that 
any change to the city's status should be 
avoided. 

Before leaving Tfirkey, Erdogan said 
the United States had isolated itself over 
Jerusalem, which the Palestinians want 
to share with the Israelis as their future 
capital. 

“In the process ahead, come on and 
accept Jerusalem as the capital of Pal¬ 
estine. This is the point that is to be 
reached. We are now working for this,” 
he told reporters in Istanbul. 

Erdogan is due to see the Pope to¬ 
day in what will be the first visit to the 
Vatican by a Turkish president in 59 
years. 


Erdogan to discuss 
Jerusalem with Pope 


Home-based businesses, SMEs want to expand amid blockade 


By Joey Aguilar 

Staff Reporter 


M any home-based businesses 
and small and medium en¬ 
terprises (SMEs) want to ex¬ 
pand their operations amid the ongoing 
blockade on Qatar, a senior Qatar De¬ 
velopment Bank (QDB) official has said. 

“The blockade itself was an accel¬ 
erator in understanding the importance 
of the private sector and home-based 
business, as well as the importance of 
creativity and innovation,” QDB's Mar¬ 
keting and Communications manager 
Hamad Mejegheer noted. 


Speaking to reporters at a press brief¬ 
ing on Shop Qatar recently, he pointed 
out that an increasing number of Qatari 
entrepreneurs are aiming to have access 
to the market. 

As a development entity, Mejegheer 
stressed that QDB has been exerting 
efforts to help entrepreneurs grow 
their business and become success¬ 
ful. 

The bank, he said, is trying to fill the 
gap in the market now by giving Qatari 
entrepreneurs access to both direct and 
indirect funding and training. 

According to Mejegheer, QDB will 
launch its third edition of ‘Moushtara- 
yat' soon, an initiative that provides 


local SMEs access to large government 
projects. 

In 2017, SMEs in the country secured 
QR700mn worth of public procure¬ 
ment opportunities. Gulf Times has 
reported. 

“We are working well, after two 
months we will have ‘Moushtarayat,' 
which serves as a platform for entre¬ 
preneurs to collaborate with various 
governmental entities and get some 
support from them,” Mejegheer said. 

He also cited the success of their 
‘Made at Home' exhibition at the 
Doha Exhibition and Convention 
Centre last year, hosting more than 
144 home-based businesses that 


showcased a wide range of items. 

“That was what the blockade did for 
us. It gave us the compass for the future 
where we should focus and what we 
should do,” Mejegheer said. 

The start of 2018 also witnessed 
QDB and Qatar Tourism Authority 
(QTA) collaborating in this year's Shop 
Qatar to provide dozens of home- 
based businesses and SMEs an op¬ 
portunity to showcase their products 
at 30 pop-up shops at Mall of Qatar's 
luxury area. 

The month-long shopping festival 
partnered with more than 100 budding 
entrepreneurs and local businesses to 
provide a platform that will bring them 


closer to customers and broaden their 
market reach. 

Mejegheer said getting some space in 
a mall, for example, remains a big chal¬ 
lenge for budding entrepreneurs. 

But through the pop-up shops, he 
noted that entrepreneurs are able to 
test how the market responds on the 
products they offer. 

“They will have a customer valida¬ 
tion, see if they need to further develop 
their products to compete with others,” 
Mejegheer added. 

“So giving them just this space to 
showcase their works is solving one 
of the challenges they are facing,” he 
stressed. Page 2 
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QDB workshops 
benefit hundreds 


By Joey Aguilar 

Staff Reporter 


A round 700 entrepreneurs 
and 161 companies have 
benefited from Qatar De¬ 
velopment Bank's (QDB) train¬ 
ing sessions and workshops in 
2017, a senior official has said. 

QDB's Marketing and Com¬ 
munications manager Hamad 
Mejegheer told reporters that 
their ‘Learning and Develop¬ 
ment Department' is helping 
Qatari entrepreneurs unlock 
their full potential. 

“We have the indirect impact 
through our workshops," he said, 
stressing that such programme 


created a positive impact on 
many home-based Qatari entre¬ 
preneurs. 

Mejegheer noted that they re¬ 
ceived positive response from a 
number of participants who took 
part in several QDB initiatives and 
exhibitions held in Doha last year. 

He said a female Qatari en¬ 
trepreneur who participated in 
the ‘Ramadan Markets' last year 
witnessed a surge in demand of 
her products after the event. 

She told us: “You changed my 
life and the life cycle of my prod¬ 
ucts just by letting me know our 
customers and giving me such 
space to test my products." 

Ramadan Markets, organised 
in partnership with the Bedaya 


Centre for Entrepreneurship and 
Career Development and Mall of 
Qatar, attracted 70 companies 
offering various products. It also 
featured more than 30 home- 
based businesses. 

The market showcased an 
wide range of homemade prod¬ 
ucts and innovative handcrafts 
from 33 entrepreneurial projects 
and initiatives, available for 
shoppers during the holy month 
of Ramadan. 

QDB launched such initiative 
to encourage and help home- 
based business owners and fam¬ 
ily entrepreneurs to develop 
their marketing skills, as well as 
promote local products. 

Apart from the workshops. 


QDB noted that some 181 
projects in 2017 have been ap¬ 
proved for funding - a direct 
loan for budding Qatari entre¬ 
preneurs to start their business. 

Mejegheer said some compa¬ 
nies need QRlmn while others 
may need more like QRlOOmn. 
QDB also offers ‘guarantee 
loan' for entrepreneurs of up to 
QRlSmn. 

About manufacturing, he said 
this sector is performing well 
particularly with the ‘Own your 
Factory in Qatar in 72 Hours' 
project, a government initiative 
aimed at fast-tracking the es¬ 
tablishment of more manufac¬ 
turing companies and factories 
in the country. 


Doha Metro work on fast track 



The ramp structure at Legtaifiya, adjacent to the Doha Golf Club, serves as a transition point 
between underground and elevated tracks along the north section of Doha Metro, Qatar Rail has 
said in a tweet. 


Interfaith dialogue to discuss religion and human rights 


QTA goes on media tour in China 


QNA 

Doha 


T he 13th Doha Con¬ 
ference on Interfaith 
Dialogue will be held 
on February 20 and 21 un¬ 
der the theme “Religion and 
Human Rights". 

The conference, which is 
organised by Doha Interna¬ 
tional Centre for Interfaith 
Dialogue (DICID), will em¬ 
phasise the interdependent 
relationship between reli¬ 
gion and human rights. 

The conference will ad¬ 
dress different aspects of 
human rights issues from 
the perspective of religion. 


mainly Human Rights in 
Religions (Vision and Con¬ 
cept), the Position of Reli¬ 
gion on Human Rights Vio¬ 
lations and Human Rights 
Issues between Heavenly 
Laws and International 
Covenants. 

Nearly 500 participants 
from 70 countries, includ¬ 
ing religious scholars, poli¬ 
ticians, academics and re¬ 
searchers are expected to 
attend the conference. 

Commenting on the event, 
DlClD Chairman Dr Ibra¬ 
him bin Saleh al-Nuaimi said 
that dialogue must go beyond 
conference haUs, and enter 
public culture, schools, uni¬ 
versities and communities. 


Dr al-Nuaimi was speak¬ 
ing during a meeting with 
ambassador of Kazakhstan 
to Qatar Askar Shokybayev, 
who annoimced his coun¬ 
try's participation in the 
conference with a delegation 
led by Vice-Minister of Re¬ 
ligious and Civil Society Af¬ 
fairs Berik Sakbayuly Aryn. 

Dr al-Nuaimi said that 
Kazakhstan is one of the 
most stable countries in the 
region where the coexist¬ 
ence of religions and cul¬ 
tures is clear. 

He underlined that the 
Kazakh capital, Astana, is 
typical in this context and 
symbolises many cultures 
as well as a mixture of civi¬ 


lisations and religions in 
one place. 

He praised the distinct 
co-operation between the 
two sides in the field of 
dialogue, noting that seed 
of dialogue which was 
planted in Doha about 15 
years ago has begun to bear 
fruit, through the great 
desire to participate in the 
conference. 

For his part, ambassador 
Shokybayev said that Kaza¬ 
khstan has some 130 nation¬ 
alities of different faiths liv¬ 
ing in harmony and peace. 

He stressed the impor¬ 
tance of convening such di¬ 
alogue conferences in Doha 
and Astana. 



New prices on selected items 
Only until 7 February 2018 
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atar Tourism Au- 
I 1 thority's (QTA) Mar- 
V^/keting and Promo- 
tion^Bkm held a series of 
meetings with more than 65 
Chinese media representa¬ 
tives earlier this week. 

QTA's media tour passed 
through Beijing, Shanghai 
and Guangzhou and marked 
the beginning of an inten¬ 
sive campaign which aims to 
solidify the Qatar destina¬ 
tion's presence in the Chi¬ 
nese market in 2018. 

China has consistently 
been the world's largest tour¬ 
ism export market with 135mn 
Chinese citizens recorded to 
have travelled abroad spend¬ 
ing $261bn in 2016. 

As such, QTA's tour fol¬ 
lows on a series of develop¬ 
ments from late last year 
that paved the way for Qatar 
to tap into the market. 

In September 2017, QTA 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the 
China National Tourism 
Administration, which 
granted Approved Destina¬ 
tion Status to Qatar as well 


as opened its representative 
offices in China with head¬ 
quarters in Beijing, and sup¬ 
porting locations in Shang¬ 
hai and Guangzhou. 

“QTA's efforts to diversify 
visitor source markets calls 
for growing and solidify¬ 
ing our destination's pres¬ 
ence in Asian and European 
markets. Since September 
of last year, QTA has taken 
a number of steps to at¬ 
tract Chinese tourists and 
preliminary visitor arrival 
numbers indicate we are 
moving in the right direc¬ 
tion," QTA's chief market¬ 
ing and promotion officer 
Rashed al-Qurese said. 

“Our media trip coin¬ 
cided with the Chinese New 
Year making it an auspi¬ 
cious time to spread Qatar's 
message of welcoming the 
world," he added. 

In October 2017, QTA or¬ 
ganised sessions for profes¬ 
sionals from across Qatar's 
tourism sector with Wel¬ 
come Chinese officials to 
discuss the requirements of 
Chinese visitors, the stand- 



Rashed al-Qurese. 


ards for certification, and 
the certification process. 

Industry members were 
also presented with the 
training, technical assist¬ 
ance and marketing assist¬ 
ance that Welcome Chinese 
offers to its certified mem¬ 
bers across the travel and 
tourism value chain. 

QTA also began with its 
marketing and promotion 
efforts in China. Earlier this 
year, a digital marketing 
campaign promoting Qatar 
as an attractive winter tour¬ 
ism destination kicked off 


on Ctrip, China's leading 
online travel agent. 

Partnerships with five of 
China's largest tour opera¬ 
tors have also been activat¬ 
ed. To boost these efforts, 
around 20 trade members 
are expected to visit Qatar 
on a familiarisation trip lat¬ 
er this quarter. 

In addition, teams are 
currently preparing for 
QTA's first appearance at the 
China Outbound Travel and 
Tourism Market alongside 
12 members of the Qatari 
tourism industry. 

The 14th edition of the 
country's largest annual 
trade show will be held in 
Beijing this April. 

“This will be followed by 
a roadshow throughout the 
country, in which we will 
introduce key members of 
the Qatari tourism and hos¬ 
pitality sector to Chinese 
trade agents and tour opera¬ 
tors," al-Qurese said. 

National carrier Qatar 
Airways flies to six different 
destinations in mainland 
China. 


Second phase of 
educational 
survey to begin 

The Department of 
Assessment of Schools at the 
Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education will start 
implementing the second 
phase of the comprehensive 
educationai questionnaire, 
which inciudes parents, 
students and teachers. 

In general, the questionnaire is 
aimed at surveying the views 
of the different stakeholders in 
the educational process from 
parents, students and teachers 
on an annual basis. 

Its results are used to improve 
the services provided to them 
and to use them in issuing 
different educationai reports that 
give a ciear picture of the reality 
of education in schools, which 
heips to improve the educationai 
output. 

The parents’ survey is 
conducted every year on aii 
public and private schoois 
and kindergartens, which is a 
questionnaire distributed to 
schooi students to be delivered 
to their parents to be filled in and 
returned via their children in a 
closed envelope to the school the 
following day. 

It covers 35% of the students In 
each school, and it will also be 
implemented on all public and 
private kindergarten students not 
affiliated with the school. 

The survey will be conducted 
electronically for students of 
public and private schools from 
grades 4 through grade 12, as 
well as on 35% of the students in 
each school. 

The survey will also be carried 
out electronically by 35% of 
the teachers of each public 
and private school, as well as 
to all teachers in the target 
kindergartens. 

The Department of Student 
Assessment urged parents, 
students and teachers to 
participate In the survey and to 
follow accuracy and transparency 
in answering questions, because 
it Is of great importance to 
attain the quality of the services 
provided in schools and work to 
develop and improve It. 


Doha Festival City 
announces a wave 
of new openings 


D oha Festival City (DHFC) will con¬ 
tinue opening new shops, restau¬ 
rants and outlets daily as the mall's 
anniversary is nearing. 

With more than 370 outlets already 
open for business, including some of the 
most anticipated international brands, 
Jamie's Italian, COS, All Saints, Dior Cos¬ 
metics and NBA, DHFC is promising even 
more for its visitors in 2018. 

The wave of new openings are set to 
continue over the next few months - join¬ 
ing an extensive mix of quality outlets al¬ 
ready proving a hit with visitors. 

Doha's fashionistas will be able to in¬ 
dulge in new women's, men's and chil¬ 
dren's fashion brands, as well as experi¬ 
ence first-class beauty and bridal offerings 
including Adolfo Dominguez, Minelli, 
&Other Stories, Rosa Clara, NYX, Opti- 
fashion. Gift Shed, and Maison de JoeUe. 

With more than 50 different dining 
opportunities and two food courts in 
the mall, visitors have already been en¬ 
joying a whole range of tasty treats. 

However, as DHFC heads towards its 
first anniversary, this existing offering has 
been further complemented with premi¬ 
um offerings to delight those looking for 
an international array of flavours. 

From popular global family brand, 
Jamie's Italian by celebrity chef Jaime Ol¬ 
iver to Wagamama - who are further ex¬ 
panding their menu with the introduction 
of sushi menu to Qatar for the first time. 

In addition Eataly, located opposite 
VOX Cinemas, offer foodies the chance 



Pizza and pasta at Eataly. 



An outfit from Rosa Clara. 


to eat, shop and learn about high quality 
Italian food and culture. 

“The sustained wave of openings that we 
are experiencing here at Doha Festival City, 
not only underlines the scale of our destina¬ 
tion, but also the complementary mix of in¬ 
ternational and local brands we want to sup¬ 
port in the mall," DHFC's senior marketing 
manager May Marzooq said. “We know from 
feedback that our visitors are already excited 
by the vast range of options available to them, 
and really exploring all that we have to offer. 
Year 2018 is set to be a very exciting year for 
the mall and we are looking forward to Doha 
celebrating with us as we bring even more 
Qatar-firsts to the city," Marzooq added. 
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Transparent ties best way 
for military progress: Votel 


T he recent successes 
against ISIS show that the 
best way to make mili¬ 
tary progress across the region 
is through open and transpar¬ 
ent military-to-military re¬ 
lationships, according to the 
commander of the US Central 
Command, General Joseph Votel. 

“These military-to-military 
relationships preserve avenues 
of communication that allow us 
to de-conflict operations, de- 
escalate tensions, and reduce the 
risk of miscalculation or error. 
We continue to see the value of 
our transparency and open com¬ 
munication with all of our part¬ 
ners across the region on a daily 
basis,” said Votel during a recent 
teleconference briefing with 
journalists from the Arab world. 


Votel, who spoke from Cent- 
com’s headquarters in Tampa, 
Florida, discussed the outcome 
of his 11-day trip to Iraq, Syria, 
Kuwait, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Afghanistan, and Jordan. The 
US Central Command's area of 
responsibility includes Egypt, 
the Levant, the Gulf, Iran, and 
Central Asia. 

Votel said despite numerous 
challenges across the region, 
“there are a number of areas 
where we are positioned to make 
significant progress in the weeks 
and months ahead.” 

He underscored the need to 
recognise the “tremendous sac¬ 
rifice of our partners” in the 
fight against ISIS. 

“Thousands from the Iraqi 
Security Forces and the Syrian 


Democratic Forces have given 
their lives or have been wounded 
during the fights to liberate ma¬ 
jor cities and liberate the major¬ 
ity of the terrain from ISIS. Hav¬ 
ing spent several hours in the 
city of Raqqa just a few days ago, 
I saw, first-hand, the level of 
violence that was needed to root 
out an enemy like ISIS. 

“Partner forces on the ground 
conducted the vast majority 
of the effort and shed the pre¬ 
ponderance of the blood, and 
for their efforts and sacrifice, 
we all - the global community 
- should be thankful for their 
efforts. Those forces have done 
well and continue to fight brave¬ 
ly. There is more work to do and 
they continue to do it. They have 
honoured the entire 70-mem- 



General Joseph Votel, commander, 
US Central Command. 


ber Coalition with their grit and 
determination,” Votel said. 

During the “post-hostility 
period, Votel also emphasised on 
the need for significant intera¬ 
gency and international action 


to alleviate and avoid significant 
humanitarian crisis. 

“As I mentioned, I was in 
Raqqa this week, and while there 
is some efforts at stabilisation 
that are underway, the need 
is much greater than the cur¬ 
rent resources that are available 
there. There is an urgent need 
now for a global effort to help 
with the recovery of displaced 
people, and the rebuilding and 
stabilisation of war-torn areas. 

“This is a massive effort that 
no single nation can undertake 
alone. Otherwise, if we don't do 
this, we will find ourselves fight¬ 
ing the terrorists again in the fu¬ 
ture, and we will be unable to ad¬ 
dress the important underlying 
tensions that often times lead to 
terrorism,” Votel said. 


Juvenile Police 
Department 
runs awareness 
campaign 


T he Juvenile Police De¬ 
partment, in collabora¬ 
tion with the manage¬ 
ment of Villaggio, has held 
an exhibition with the aim of 
ensuring “social protection 
and the real care of children 
within the family and society, 
shielding them from all forms 


of deviation”, the Ministry of 
Interior (Mol) has said. 

The initiative is in line with 
the strategy of the awareness 
and information section at the 
Juvenile Police Department for 
2018, which seeks to educate 
children and young people 
through awareness events and 
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Officials during the awareness campaign. 


exhibitions within and outside 
commercial complexes, ac¬ 
cording to a statement by the 
Mol. 

The exhibition turned out to 
be a big draw for visitors, who ex¬ 
pressed happiness and optimism 


at the efforts made by the Juve¬ 
nile Police Department to raise 
awareness among young people 
and confront all that is harm¬ 
ful and contrary to the country's 
laws, the statement noted. 

The public interacted with 


employees of the awareness sec¬ 
tion, who distributed informa¬ 
tive leaflets of the Juvenile Po¬ 
lice Department and highlighted 
their role in “protecting young 
people from the dangers of 
deviation”. 


Growth in 
residential 
properties to 
lead sector, 
says report 


T he expected growth in 
the residential real es¬ 
tate sector is expected 
to extend to other real estate 
groups, according to SAK 
Holding Group's latest market 
report. 

However, construction of 
various residential units will 
lead construction projects ex¬ 
pected for this year as a result 
of the state projects related to 
the development of various 
infrastructure projects. 

The monthly report, pre¬ 
pared by SAK's market watch 
bureau, said transportation 
networks will drive land own¬ 
ers to seize the opportunity to 
develop these lands “as soon 
as possible,” which means a 
growing need for real estate 
liquidity in the construction 
sector of housing units. 

“On the flip side, there is 
varying real estate liquidity 
and maybe less will be distrib - 
uted to real estate groups de¬ 
pending on investment factors 
pertaining to the site and the 
nature of the construction,” 
the report said. 

Also, the report said the 
real estate market is prepar¬ 
ing to receive large areas of 
commercial properties as a 
large number of commercial 
complexes in various areas are 
nearing completion, which 
may lead to growth in com¬ 
mercial areas and retail trade 
business by about 70%. 

“It is imperative to deal re¬ 
alistically with this challenge. 


without imposing additional 
burdens on the existing ones,” 
the report pointed out. 

According to the report, a 
number of general economic 
indicators had a positive im¬ 
pact on the real estate mar¬ 
ket. The 13.4% growth in the 
number of companies estab¬ 
lished in Qatar last year “is a 
clear indication of attractive¬ 
ness,” the report said. 

It stated that the establish¬ 
ment of 14,639 new compa¬ 
nies in Qatar over the past year 
will increase demand for a va¬ 
riety of units and areas of land, 
particularly in the commercial 
sector. 

Citing official sources, 
the report said the 27 for¬ 
eign companies established 
in Qatar after the economic 
blockade was imposed on 
Qatar in June 2017 “confirms 
the attractiveness of Qatar's 
investment climate.” 

“The attractiveness of the 
country's investment cli¬ 
mate was not affected by the 
restrictions imposed by the 
blockading countries on Qa¬ 
tar,” the report said. 

It also pointed out that 
the development of Qatar's 
service facilities, transport 
projects, and infrastructure 
is also a general indicator of 
the positive economic ef¬ 
fects of revitalising the real 
estate market, which will re¬ 
vive sectors such as construc¬ 
tion, hospitality, and tourism 
services. 


‘People are more politically aware now’ 


People in Qatar are more 
politically aware than they 
were in the past because of 
social media. Doha resident 
Ufaq Zehra told Qatar Urdu 
Radio’s live show Haqeeqat 
yesterday. 

“Social media has changed 
everything because people 
have access to news on 
their fingertips,” Zehra said, 
adding that people were 
very well informed about the 
developments of the Gulf 
crisis through social media. 
She also said that the 
biockading countries were 
inciting peopie against Qatar 
through media and mosques. 
“It is very sad to see these 
countries spreading false 
propaganda against Qatar 
through different channels, 
especially through Friday 
sermons.” 

Zehra, a qualified journalist. 


said that the blockading 
countries were in a fix 
because they cannot defend 
their allegations against Qatar. 
“Qatar has strongly refuted 
all the allegations with proof, 
showing the world how the 
siege was illegal and unjust. 
But the blockading countries 
cannot retreat or move on 
since they cannot justify their 
actions.” 

Speaking about the reasons for 
imposing the siege on June 5 iast 
year, Zehra said that a popuiar 
opinion is that the biockading 
countries wanted to hide internai 
issues such as unempioyment 
and infiation from their citizens 
by propagating a poiiticai crisis in 
the region. 

Haqeeqat is a joint venture 
of the Gulf Times and Qatar 
Media Corp Urdu Radio. The 
show, hosted by Saif-ur- 
Rehman, aims to engage and 
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interact with the large South 
Asian expatriate community 
in Qatar. 

Log on to Qatar Urdu 


Radio on Facebook and 
QatarUrduRadio’ on Twitter 
for feedback and comments 
about the show. 




k 

Ufaq 


Zehra, left, with Saif-ur-Rehman. 


Malabar Gold draw winner named 
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QAR 50,000 

CASH pr ize WINNER 


MALABAR 
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Kamal, a winner of ‘Malabar Gold & Diamonds Festival’ receives QR50,000 cash prize from Don 
Antony, manager, Malabar Gold & Diamonds, Gharrafa, in the presence of other officials. 


PHCC’s ‘Screen for 
Life’ marks World 
Cancer Day 


Screen For Life', Qatar's Na¬ 
tional Breast and Bowel Can¬ 
cer Screening programme, 
under Primary Health Care Cor¬ 
poration (PHCC) marked the 
global initiative World Cancer 
Day. 

It has also reminded the 
PHCC physicians to electroni¬ 
cally refer eligible patients to the 
screening facilities. 

Under the tagline We Can, I 
Can', ‘Screen for Life' is work¬ 
ing on part of the objectives of 
World Cancer Day including, 
raising awareness of cancer and 
healthier lifestyles, preventing 
cancer, and providing patients 
with the best care. 

In line with its ongoing 
awareness drive ‘Screen for Life' 


is reminding eligible people to 
embark on a screening for breast 
and bowel cancer and is touring 
communities with the special¬ 
ised mobile screening unit. 

“Screen for Life' is urging eli¬ 
gible women aged 45 - 69 to book 
an appointment for a compli¬ 
mentary mammogram at one 
of the dedicated facilities at A1 
Wakrah, Leabaib or Rawdat A1 
Khail health centres. The team is 
also encouraging men and wom¬ 
en aged 50-74 to seek a screen¬ 
ing for bowel cancer and collect 
the fit kit at one of the facilities. 

In its efforts to reach as wide 
an audience as possible with the 
programme's message and mis¬ 
sion, the ‘Screen for Life' mobile 
screening unit will be present 


at A1 Shamal Health Centre 
throughout the month, enabling 
women to explore the facil¬ 
ity and learning more about the 
programme. During its tour, the 
mobile unit will also host free 
mammogram tests for eligible 
ladies. 

The mobile unit is a key com¬ 
ponent to the programme's mis¬ 
sion to raise cancer awareness 
across Qatar, consistently tour¬ 
ing governmental departments, 
semi-government entities and 
private sector organisations. 

To book a screening appoint¬ 
ment or for more information on 
the ‘Screen for Life' programme 
and the mobile unit, people can 
contact the dedicated call centre 
on 8001112. 


Vodafone Qatar hosts cancer 
awareness session for staff 

V odafone Qatar marked World Cancer Day in 
partnership with Qatar Cancer Society by host¬ 
ing a cancer awareness session for its employees 
yesterday. 

The Qatar Cancer Society gave Vodafone's employ¬ 
ees an overview of the most common types of cancer, 
the signs and symptoms to look for, what preventative 
measures can be taken, and the importance of early 
detection. 

World Cancer Day, held every on February 4, is a 
global event that helps raise awareness on cancer and 
how to prevent, detect, and treat it. The day aims to 
save millions of preventable deaths each year by also 
educating people about the disease. 

Currently, 8.8mn people die from cancer worldwide 
every year, out of which, 4mn people die prematurely. 

In Qatar, there are 1,400 new cancer cases every year 
with breast cancer as the most common type of cancer. 

“Spreading the awareness about cancer is our re¬ 
sponsibility as a company that puts its people's well¬ 
being at the heart of everything we do. Each year in 
February, we stress the importance of early detection 
and are committed to continue raising the awareness,” 
said Mohamed al-Yami, director, external affairs at 

Vodafone Qatar. Participants at a cancer awareness session yesterday. 
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Kahramaa holds 
introductory meeting 
for new employees 


T he new staff members 
of the Qatar General 
Electricity and Wa¬ 
ter Corporation (Kahramaa) 
were introduced to the cor¬ 
poration's working system 
and job environment at a 
formal meeting at the Kah¬ 
ramaa Awareness Park re¬ 
cently. 

The new employees were 
briefed on the quality of 
the services to be delivered 
so as to meet the needs and 
requirements of the people 
and institutions, who are the 
corporation's customers. 

They were also briefed on 
the role of the corporation in 
meeting the requirements of 
the people and the necessity 
of attaining a higher level 


of professionalism to cater 
to the customers' require¬ 
ments. 

The newcomers were also 
introduced to the quality of 
training programmes at the 
corporation and briefed on 
the new skills to be acquired 
during their probation pe¬ 
riod. 

While formally welcom¬ 
ing the new members to 
the organisation, they were 
told about the targets to be 
achieved. This is important 
as everyone needs to meet 
the requirements of the peo¬ 
ple in line with the goals and 
objectives of the Qatar Na¬ 
tional Vision 2030, said an 
official while addressing the 
newcomers. 



Doha Clink 
Hospital 
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Pleased to Announce the 
Visit of 

Professor 

DR. HEINO KIENAPFEL 

(Former President of the European 
Orthopaedic Research Society) 


Lie No. 1498 


Internationally known Specialist for 

ARTHROPLASTY AND BONE & JOINT SURGERY 
HIP, KNEE ANKLE, SPINE 


Date of visit from 3 Feb-6 Feb 2018 


All major Insurance Patients are Welcome 
(AXA, BUPA, Shell, Allianz etc) 

For Appointments please Phone or SMS to: 

55372684‘66672013 or email to: 


dr-heino@web.de or 
medcom.dch@gmail.com 
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Top global award for HMC’s 
mental health nursing service 


This is the second consecutive year that the HMCs Mentai Heaith Nursing Service has won the award, which is presented annuaiiy by Press Ganey 
Associates, inc HMC was the oniy award recipient iocated outside the US and was up against 200 internationai NDNQi users. 


T he Hamad Medical Cor¬ 
poration's Mental Health 
Service has won the 2017 
National Database of Nurs¬ 
ing Quality Indicators (NDNQI) 
Award for Outstanding Nursing 
Quality. 

This is the second consecu¬ 
tive year that the HMC's Men¬ 
tal Health Nursing Service has 
won the award, which is pre¬ 
sented annually by Press Ganey 
Associates, Inc. HMC was the 
only award recipient located 
outside the US and was up 
against 200 international ND¬ 
NQI users. 

Prof Nicola Ryley, chief 
nursing officer at HMC, said, 
“As healthcare becomes in¬ 
creasingly complex, we recog¬ 
nise the importance of devel¬ 
oping our nursing staff who 
play a pivotal role in driving 
quality improvement and driv¬ 
ing patient safety standards. 
I am very proud of our Mental 
Health Service nursing teams 
who have worked hard to im¬ 
prove the care being delivered 
to their patients. Their com¬ 
mitment is outstanding and I 
am pleased this has been rec¬ 
ognised for the second consec¬ 
utive year by an internationally 
respected and independent or¬ 
ganisation." 

The nursing teams were as¬ 
sessed and scored favourably 
against key indicators, includ¬ 
ing patient falls (with and with¬ 
out injury), use of physical re¬ 
straints, physical assault rates 
- against staff and other pa¬ 
tients, staff survey - staff rated 
HMC as a good place to work 
and the length of stay - reduc¬ 
ing the average length of stay for 
patients once medically fit for 
discharge. 

Mahmoud al-Raisi, HMC's 
chief of continuing care said. 



“The engagement and contri¬ 
bution of staff from all levels 
of the organisation has ensured 
the success of the mental health 
nursing service. This has hap¬ 
pened by promoting shared 
values. A strong sense of family 
creates a happier working envi¬ 
ronment in which staff feel cared 
for and supported. This positive 
working environment promotes 
resilience, healthy working re¬ 
lationships, and fosters an en¬ 
vironment that encourages and 
ensures compassionate nursing 
care.” 


The NDNQI Award for Out¬ 
standing Nursing Quality is 
presented annually to the best 
performing hospital in each of 
six categories: academic medi¬ 
cal centre, teaching hospital, 
community hospital, paedi¬ 
atric hospital, rehabilitation 
hospital, and psychiatric hos¬ 
pital. 

“Our nursing philosophy 
continues to be one of support 
for our nurses who strive to de¬ 
liver the highest quality of care, 
using the best evidence-based 
practice and latest data to make 


improvements at the patient's 
bedside,” said Hoda Salam 
Nakhla, director of nursing at 
HMC's Mental Health Service. 

“This award is an important 
achievement for HMC and our 
Mental Health Service teams and 
demonstrates our commitment 
to the patients we care for.” 

The NDNQI is the only na¬ 
tional nursing database that 
provides quarterly and annual 
reporting of structure, proc¬ 
ess, and outcome indicators to 
evaluate nursing care at the unit 
level. 


Mahmoud al-Raisi, HMCs chief of 
Continuing Care. 
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Mada, malomatia 
sign deal for 
IT solutions 

Mada Assistive Technol¬ 
ogy Centre and malomatia, 
Qatar’s leading provider of IT 
services and solutions, have 
signed a co-operation agree¬ 
ment to provide and develop 
a variety of IT solutions 
to support Mada’s annual 
strategy. 

Through this strategic partner¬ 
ship, Mada will collaborate 
with malomatia to benefit 
from its extensive experience 
in delivering integrated IT 
solutions and best practices 
to government and private 
sector clients, according to a 
press statement. 

The aim of this agreement 
is to launch the second 
phase of the development 
and improvement of Mada’s 
official website to provide its 
users with the best experi¬ 
ences and services to meet 
their needs and reguirements. 
The first phase of the site’s 
development was successful 
after malomatia completed its 
development, the statement 
noted. 

The signing of this agreement 
originated from the belief of 
the two leading institutions in 
the importance of co-opera¬ 
tion and integration between 
all national entities to realise 
Qatar National Vision 2030 
and its social and economic 
development pillars. 

Yousif Abdulrahman al-Naa- 
ma, board member and CEO 
of malomatia, said: “By sup¬ 
porting national initiatives, 
we support the development 
of the community, and this 
is an integral part of the 
company’s social responsi¬ 
bility programme. Through 
Qatar Vision 2030 and the 
Electronic Government’s 
Strategy, we are constantly 
seeking to provide support 
to a number of stakeholders 
in the community. Through 
this agreement, we aim to 
develop and develop innova¬ 
tive and diverse techno¬ 
logical solutions and services 
that help Mada achieve its 
strategy.” 

Maha al-Mansouri, CEO of 
Mada Centre, noted: “I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
thank malomatia for their con¬ 
tinued support. As a non-profit 
organisation, we are always 
looking for partners to share 
our key messages and sup¬ 
port persons with disabilities 
so that they can reach their 
full potential. 


• ID Card printers for 

' Schotjis- Student ID 

■ Clinics- Patient ID 

* Corporates- Staff ID 
' Access Control 

' Club Membership 

* Loyalty cards 

‘ Insurance 

* Photo ID 

• Double side printing 

• lOQcards/ hour 
■ 300 Dpi printing 


T: 44506145 / Emaihmattca@lmcgulf.com 


For Rent 

Direct advertisement from owner 

For ministries, and Families 


ANATICA 



Villa’s Compound 

Near Doha 


Compound includes 

Swimming pool, Garden, Gym, Function hall 
Supermarket, Cafeteria, Laundry 


24hours Security services with CCTV Monitoring 

For inquiry 

Call: 30638330 

Email: realestate@daiengroup.com 
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Monthly Winners of QAR 25,000 


1. Ahmad Mohamad Al Shabani 

2. Khadar Abdulla Salamah Abulail 

3. Refah Mubarak F. M. Al Faisal 

4. Rasha Salah Salama M. Elasmar 

5. Jibran Bayda &/or Ibrahim Baida 


6. Zahra Habeeb A. Mohsin 

7. Fahed Alshekh A. Nezami 

8. Mathew Koruthu or Valsamma Mathew 

9. Refah Mubarak F. M. Al Faisal 

10. Abdulaziz Haji A. Malik 


Monthly Winners of QAR 10,000 

1. Deceased Maqboula Mousa F. Alali 

2. Minor Omar Abdelaziz Aboushakra 

3. Saad Hamad H. M. Al Dosari 

4. Sh. Abdulla J.AIThani 

5. Wafa Mohamed Kamel Kaialy 


6. Sh. Abdulaziz Al Than! 

7. Eman Ahmed K. Al-Baker 

8. Yasser Hassan All El Shewikh 

9. Syedirfan Syedmahmood Anar 

10. Sheikh Saheim Al Thani 
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Realise your dream and become a Millionaire 
with just QAR 500! 
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COLLEGE OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC - QATAR 



COLLEGE PRESIDENT - OPEN VACANCY 

College of the North Atlantic - Qatar is looking for a new president. Those interested in applying for this position 
should visit the website at the address below. Applicants should be a PhD holder with no less than 10 years of 
practical experience in the field of education. 

Applicants should be innovative and inspirational leaders with a strategic vision for the future. They should also 
have a deep understanding of technological, vocational, and technical education within the State of Qatar. 

The successful candidate will be a distinguished leader, who has the ability to execute and deliver leadership at 
the highest possible standard for this great educational institution. You must be dedicated to contribute to the 
continued distinction of the organization as a Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) leader. 

The new president will ensure that the organization continues to deliver the highest quality, internationally- 
recognized programs that are designed to meet the pressing needs of the College’s government partners and 
industry stakeholders. This will ensure the very best job training for students to meet the needs of the Qatari 
labour market and to contribute effectively in building a knowledge-based economy. 

ABOUT COLLEGE OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC - QATAR 


CNA-Q was established in Qatar in 2002 and has evolved as a leader in experiential, applied learning and 
research. The College currently offers over 30 programs in Business Studies, Engineering Technology, Informa¬ 
tion Technology, and Health Sciences, in collaboration with our Canadian academic partner. College of the 
North Atlantic. CNA-Q operates on a beautiful 22 building state-of-the-art co-ed campus that has over 2,000 
full time students enrolled in credit programs and over 4,000 part-time non-credit students. The College has 
over 600 employees. 

For more information on this opportunity see www.cna-qatar.com /careers 

or contact Ms. Keera Buchanan, Senior Manager, Human Resources keera.buchanan@cna-qatar.edu.qa . 
Please apply before end of day February 1 5*'' 

Qatari Candidates Only 


College of the North Atlantic - Qatar 
68 Al Tarafa, Duhail North 
P.O. Box 24449 Doha, Qatar 

Phone +974 4495 2222 
Email info@cna-qatar.edu.qa 


CNA-OATAR.COM 


/cnaqa 


@cnaq 




@cnaqatar □ 


cnaqatar 


COLLEGE 

OF THE 
NORTH 

ATLANTIC 
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Dialogue rebuffs 
siege nations’ lies 


From Page 1 

About hosting Qatari officials 
at American institutes known 
for their right-wing tendencies, 
the deputy prime minister and 
foreign minister said Qatar was 
open to all institutions in the US. 

On the siege countries dis¬ 
seminating false information 
about Qatar, the minister said 
a company registered with the 
US Department of Justice was 
contracted by the UAE to spread 
news on the social media that 
Qatar supported terrorism. 

On the GCC crisis, he said Qa¬ 
tar had always been calling for 


a dialogue with the siege coun¬ 
tries to discuss a solution based 
on clear principles and founda¬ 
tions. 

“We see that everyone is a los¬ 
er in this crisis. We see that we 
have lost so much in the GCC, 
which was built by our fathers 
and founded in 1981. It was in 
the direction of moving from the 
stage of co-operation to the un¬ 
ion phase. All of this we have lost 
because of reckless acts.” 

The deputy prime minister 
and foreign minister praised 
the Qatari people, saying “the 
people of Qatar stood together 
in front of all the forces that are 


trying to attack them and their 
sovereignty”. He added that 
Qatar’s leadership took a posi¬ 
tion from the first day, which 
was to stand firm and move 
forward. 

The minister said the crisis 
had stopped all forms of co¬ 
operation between the GCC 
countries. Qatar has explained 
to the US that the reckless poli¬ 
cies adopted by some coun¬ 
tries, whether against Qatar or 
Lebanon or Yemen, Somalia or 
Syria would have serious con¬ 
sequences. “We believe that 
the region, in general, lacks a 
clear and wise policy.” 



HE the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Abdulrahman al-Thani 


Sierra Leone leader 
pays visit to Museum 
of Islamic Art 


QNA 

Doha 


S ierra Leone President Er¬ 
nest Bai Koroma and his 
accompanying delegation 
visited the Museum of Islamic 
Art yesterday evening as part of 
his current visit to Qatar. 

The Sierra Leone leader was 
accompanied by HE the Min¬ 
ister of Energy and Industry Dr 
Mohamed bin Saleh al- Sada. 

The president toured in the 
sections of the museum and 
its various wings and got ac¬ 
quainted with the collection of 


antiquities and Islamic arte¬ 
facts, which include rare treas¬ 
ures of heritage including books, 
manuscripts and coins made 
of silver, copper, and bronze, 
as well as crafts made of glass, 
ivory, textiles, wood and pre¬ 
cious stones, and collectibles 
collected from three continents 
dating back 14 centuries. 

President Koroma listened to 
an explanation of the Museum 
of Islamic Art and its stages of 
development as well as its role in 
spreading science, culture and 
encouraging creativity in addi¬ 
tion to communicating with the 
cultures and arts of the world. 


Ooredoo celebrates its St Regis Doha welcomes 

Supemet achievements new executive chef 


0000000 


T O celebrate its launch 
of “one of the first ‘5G 
Speed Experiences’ 
available anywhere in the 
world”, Ooredoo has announced 
that it has produced a special 
advertisement showcasing tel¬ 
ecommunications milestones 
in Qatar. 

The video, which is avail¬ 
able now via the company’s 
YouTube channel in English 
and Arabic, highlights the his¬ 
tory of Ooredoo, from the first 
telephone line in 1949, the 
launch of dialup Internet and 
the 3G network, right up to 
Ooredoo’s 5G experience. 

So far, the video has been 
viewed by more than 150,000 
people and received a host of 
positive comments on social 


media and the video platform, 
with many customers express¬ 
ing their excitement for Oore¬ 
doo’s upcoming 5G rollout, the 
company has said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The current ‘5G Speed Ex¬ 
perience’ is available in select 
locations and offers an “ex¬ 
tremely high speed and low 
latency network” with initial 
speeds up to (and in some cases 
exceeding) IGbps, according to 
Ooredoo. 

Access to the ‘5G Speed 


Experience’ requires a spe¬ 
cial smartphone that has been 
calibrated to work with the 
Ooredoo pre-standardised 5G 
network. The company has an¬ 
nounced plans to roll out its 5G 
network as soon as possible, the 
statement noted. 

Ooredoo said it launched its 
Supernet campaign in 2015 and 
has gone on to “invest heavily 
in ensuring the fastest Internet 
speeds and crystal-clear com¬ 
munications for its customers”. 

Talking about the investment 


Ooredoo has made, Waleed al- 
Sayed, CEO at Ooredoo Qatar, 
said: “Launching the Supernet 
was a way for Ooredoo to show 
our customers our dedication 
and commitment to making 
Qatar a truly connected coun¬ 
try. 

“We’ve invested heavily in 
our infrastructure to provide a 
better customer experience on 
the Ooredoo network, as well 
as contribute to the Qatar Na¬ 
tional Vision’s aim to boost the 
knowledge - based economy, 
by enabling seamless access to 
the financial, educational and 
social services the Internet can 
provide.” 

Readers can watch the video 
at https://youtu.be/_M6Bl_ 
gUvZE 


T he St Regis Doha recently 
appointed chef James 
Norman as their new 
executive chef to serve their 
award-winning restaurants and 
superior culinary teams. 

Chef Norman’s impressive 
career spans over 23 years of 
professional culinary experience 
across Europe, Middle East and 
Asia having worked for the Sul¬ 
tan of Brunei at the Empire Hotel 
& Country Club in Brunei and 
for Guy Savoy in Paris. 

Prior to his formal appoint¬ 
ment at The St Regis Doha, chef 
Norman was executive chef at 
Siam Kempinski Hotel, Bang¬ 
kok as well as previously holding 
the prestigious title of executive 
chef at the Emirates Palace, Abu 
Dhabi, and regional executive 



Chef James Norman 


chef for Europe at the Grand Ho¬ 
tel Kempinski, Geneva. 

Chef Norman also has under 
his belt an eclectic list of five star 
properties including the Manda¬ 
rin Oriental in Geneva and Hong 
Kong, Burj Al Arab in Dubai and 
the Lanesborough Hotel and The 
Dorchester Hotel - both located 


in London. In his role as execu¬ 
tive chef at The St Regis Doha, 
chef Norman will oversee all 
culinary aspects of the hotel’s 
various gastronomic offerings 
which include: As tor Grill, The 
Club, Sarab Lounge, Al Sultan 
Brahim, Vine, Gordon Ramsay 
Mediterranean and Opal by Gor¬ 
don Ramsay, the Raw Bar, Oyster 
Bay & Bar, Vintage Lounge and 
Hakkasan, as well as banquets 
and external catering. 

A UK national, chef Norman 
is also fluent in Spanish and 
French. “We believe that chef 
Norman’s refined culinary ex¬ 
perience and exquisite creations 
will certainly leave our guests 
happy and impressed,” The St 
Regis Doha area general manager 
Tareq Derbas said. 


Free bonus allowance promo 
for Ooredoo App customers 


T O thank the one million plus cus¬ 
tomers who downloaded the 
Ooredoo App, Ooredoo has an¬ 
nounced the launch of a new free bonus 
allowance promotion. 

All new and existing Ooredoo App cus - 
tomers can enjoy the offer which will give 
Ooredoo App users a free bonus every 
day for seven days .The promotion, which 
started yesterday, will end on February 
10, and bonuses will include free data, lo¬ 
cal minutes and SMS, and international 
calling minutes. The free bonus allow¬ 
ance will be valid until midnight on the 
day of activation and customers can re¬ 
deem the daily bonus by logging into the 
Ooredoo App daily and clicking the ‘Free 
Bonus’tile. 

The Ooredoo App, first launched in 
2013, is available for iOS and Android us¬ 


ers and has an average score rating of 4.3 
on the iTunes store .The Ooredoo App 
was designed to give customers access to 
their services when they need it the most, 
and through the app, Ooredoo customers 
can check their balance, maintain sub¬ 
scriptions, resolve any issue and much 
more on the go. 

Most importantly, Ooredoo’s cus¬ 
tomers who use the app receive person¬ 
alised deals based on their profile and 
usage. App users also benefit from the 
company’s free data giveaway, which 
has seen app usage drastically increase 
since its launch. To ensure that cus¬ 
tomers have the latest Ooredoo App 
version, users should head to Ooredoo. 
qa/app or SMS ‘App’ to 114. Full details 
of the Ooredoo App could be had from 
Ooredoo.qa/app 
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Two more Turkish soldiers 
killed in Syria offensive: army 



AFP 

Ankara 


T wo more Turkish soldiers 
were killed yesterday in Tur¬ 
key’s offensive against Kurd¬ 
ish militia inside Syria, the army 
said, bringing to 16 the number 
killed so far in the incursion. 

Turkey on January 20 launched 
the “Olive Branch” operation 
against Syrian Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units (YPG) militia 
which Ankara sees as a terror group 
and a threat to Turkish territory. 

The Turkish army and allied An¬ 
kara-backed Syrian rebel forces are 
seeking to oust the YPG from its 
western border stronghold of Afrin 
but the operation so far has been 
marked by fierce clashes. 

Five Turkish soldiers were also 
wounded in operations inside Syria 
yesterday, the army said in a state¬ 
ment. It did not give further details 
on the circumstances of the deaths 
and injuries. 

The latest casualties come after 
seven Turkish troops were killed on 
Saturday, including five in a tank at¬ 
tack, the heaviest single-day loss of 
the campaign so far. 


President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said yesterday said that 935 “terror¬ 
ists have been neutralised” so far in 
the operation. It was not immedi¬ 
ately possible to verify this figure. 

Turkey says the YPG is an off¬ 
shoot of the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) which has 
waged a three-decade insurgency 


against the Turkish state. But the 
YPG has been working closely with 
the United States to fight the Islamic 
State group in Syria. 

The offensive by Washington’s 
fellow Nato member Ankara on a 
US - allied force has even raised fears 
of a military confrontation between 
two alliance powers. 


Rouhani raps latest US nuclear plan 


Reuters 

Dubai 


I ran accused the United States yesterday of threaten¬ 
ing Russia with new atomic weapons after Washing¬ 
ton published a document outlining plans to expand 
its nuclear capabilities to deter others. 

The review of US nuclear policy published on Friday 
has riled Russia, which viewed the document as con¬ 
frontational, and raised fears that it could increase the 
risk of miscalculation between the two world powers. 

“The Americans are shamelessly threatening Russia 
with a new atomic weapon,” Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani, a pragmatist who opened the way to Tehran’s 
2015 nuclear deal with world powers including longtime 
adversary Washington, said in a speech. 

“The same people who supposedly believe that using 
weapons of mass destruction is a crime against human¬ 
ity... are talking about new weapons to threaten or use 
against rivals,” he said in his televised address. 

Foreign Minister Mohamed Javad Zarif earlier warned 
in a tweet that the US policy document posed the risk of 
“bringing humankind closer to annihilation”. 

The US military has put countering China and Rus¬ 
sia, dubbed “revisionist powers”, at the centre of a new 


national defence strategy unveiled earlier this month 
shifting priorities away from fighting Islamist mili¬ 
tants. 

By expanding its own low-yield nuclear capability, 
the United States would deter Russia from using nuclear 
weapons, according to American officials. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said on Saturday it was very 
disappointed by the content of the document, which, it 
said, has a confrontational feel and anti-Russian orien¬ 
tation. 

German Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel said the US 
decision showed “the spiral of a new nuclear arms race 
is already under way” and added that Europe was, much 
like during the Cold War, especially vulnerable. 

“That’s why we need to start new initiatives in Eu¬ 
rope for arms control and disarmament,” Gabriel said 
in a statement, adding that developing new weapons 
sent the wrong message and risked triggering an arms 
race. Zarif also said in his tweet: “(US President Donald) 
Trump’s obduracy in killing the #JCPOA (Iran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers) stems from the same dangerous 
imprudence”. 

Trump gave the Iran nuclear deal, negotiated before he 
took office, a final reprieve last month but warned Euro¬ 
pean allies and Congress they had to work with him to fix 
“the disastrous flaws” in the pact or face a US exit. 


Air raid 
hits Yemen 
criminal 
probe unit 

AFP 

Sanaa 


A n air raid hit the crimi¬ 
nal investigations unit in 
Yemen’s rebel-held capi¬ 
tal Sanaa yesterday as insurgents 
battle the government, backed 
by a Saudi-led coalition, for 
control of the country. 

The four-storey building and 
a line of police cars parked out¬ 
side were largely destroyed in 
the attack. 

The Iran-backed Houthi rebels 
blamed the attack on the Saudi- 
led military coalition that has 
been fighting to prop up the Yem¬ 
eni government since March 2015. 

Rebel-run Yemeni media said 
seven people were killed and 58 
wounded in the Sunday attack. 

The toll could not be inde¬ 
pendently confirmed. 

A spokesman for the coalition 
said the military alliance was in¬ 
vestigating the raid. 

He did not comment on the toll. 
“We take this report very seri¬ 
ously and it will be fully investi¬ 
gated, as all reports of this na¬ 
ture are, using an internationally 
approved, independent process,” 
the spokesman said. 

“’\^ilst this is ongoing, it 
would be inappropriate to com¬ 
ment further”. 

The coalition, the only party 
known to regularly operate air 
raids on Sanaa, was blacklisted 
by the UN for the killing and 
maiming of children in air raids 
on Yemen. 

The Houthis, who hail from 
northern Yemen, in December 
claimed full control of Sanaa, 
three years after they forged an 
agreement with strongman Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to jointly rule the 
capital. Saleh was killed in the 
December Houthi takeover after 
their alliance fell apart. 

In November, a rival criminal 
investigations unit in the govern¬ 
ment stronghold of Aden was 
struck in an Islamist suicide attack. 

Gunmen stormed the crime 
unit and set files and archives on 
fire as a suicide bomber detonat¬ 
ed an explosive belt at the build¬ 
ing’s entrance. 
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Jordan’s King Abdullah sees no 
Mideast peace without US role 


AFP 

Washington 


K ing Abdullah II of 
Jordan said yester¬ 
day that the United 
States remains essential to 
any hope of a peaceful so¬ 
lution between Israel and 
the Palestinians, despite 
widespread criticism of the 
new US stance on Jerusa¬ 
lem. 

“We cannot have a 
peace process or a peace 
solution without the role 


of the United States,” the 
monarch said on the CNN 
programme ¥areed Zaka- 
ria GPS. 

This was true even after 
President Donald Trump 
decided to move the US 
embassy from Tel Aviv — 
where nearly every other 
country has its embassy — 
to Jerusalem, he said. 

In December, Jordan 
had called Trump’s move 
“a violation of decisions 
of international law and 
the United Nations char¬ 
ter,” and Abdullah re-iter¬ 


ated his concerns to Vice 
President Mike Pence who 
visited the Middle East 
last month. 

And Abdullah noted 
yesterday that Trump’s 
decision had “created a 
backlash” by leaving Pal¬ 
estinians feeling “that 
there isn’t an honest bro¬ 
ker.” 

But, he added, “I’d like 
to reserve judgment, be¬ 
cause we’re still waiting 
for the Americans to come 
out with their (peace) 
plan.” 


n<nrn QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY 

QAFCO INVITATION TO TENDER 

QAFCO ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING TENDER 


d-jgL_cufiJI d. 

QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY 


TENDER 

NO 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKS 

TENDER FEE 
(QAR) 

TENDER 

BOND 

(QAR) 

TENDER 

COLLECTION 

DATES 

TENDER 

CLOSING 

DATE 

RFQ- 

350310 

Design, Engineering, 
Procurement, 
Construction, 
Commissioning of 
Continuous Emission 
Monitoring System 
project 

500/- 

(non- 

refundable) 

4,000,000/- 

(Four 

Million Only) 

05.02.18 

06.02.18 

07.02.18 

08.02.18 

11.02.18 

12.02.18 

13.02.18 

15.03.18 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

• Technical & Commercial details and Submission Procedures are specified in the 
Tender Documents. 


• The Company will not consider any offer without the enclosure of the Tender Bond. 

• Tender Documents may be collected between 09:30 - 11:30 hours and 

12:30 - 14:00 hours on the dates indicated above, after payment of Tender Fee 
(nonrefundable), from the QAFCO Housing Section, relocated to Training Center 
Building fnear Al Banush Clubl at Mesaieed Residential Area, Tel. 44760093 / 
44770330. 


• During the period this tender is offered, the interested bidders shall first deposit 
appropriate Tender Fee amount in cash (Cheque will not be accepted) into 
Company's following Account at any QNB branch: 


- Account Name 

- Account Number 
-IBAN 

- Bank Name 


: QATAR FERTILISER COMPANY (QAFCO) 
: 0013-025828-058 

: QA51QNBA000000000013025828058 
: QATAR NATIONAL BANK 


• The interested Bidders shall mention their companys' name and Tender number on 
the payment receipt provided by the bank and produces it during tender collection 
as Tender Fee receipt. 


• Besides the Tender fee receipt (which should have the Tender number and bidder's 
name clearly mentioned on it), interested bidders shall also bring a copy of the 
valid Commercial Registration, an authorization letter from his company with the 
name, telephone, fax and e-mail ID of the focal point for this tender, while collecting 
the Tender Document. 


• Bids shall be submitted at QAFCO Housing Section, between 09:30 - 11:30 hours 
and 12:30 - 14:00 hours, of any working day of the Company, on/before the 
"Tender Closing Date". 
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TENDER AND AUCTION COMMITTEE 
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Announce the following Tende r: 
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Tender 
Closing Date 

Tenderer's 

Classification 

/Grade 

Envelope 

System 

Tender Bond - 
QR 

Document 
Fee -QR 


2018/02/19 

A\ 

one 

envelopes 

50.000 

■ 

A 


Tender Title 




AioJI-LaJI 


Tender 

Number 


Jjjjj J 


two-year contract of foodstuffs supply 


2018/01/e 


Conditions : 


A copy of the tender documents can be obtained from the Tender & 
auction committee located in the Amiri Guard Barzan Camp during 
official working hours after having deposited a non-refundable 
amount of money into the Amiri Guard QNB account No . 0013- 
013303-058 . 

The tender documents are handed over to a company representative 
after submitting an authorization letter from the company / 
organization , a copy of the ID , the commercial register , a 
contractors classification certificate with regard to contracting 
companies and the receipt showing that the value of the documents 
has been paid . 

The deadline for the submission of the tenders will be at 12:00 a.m. 
of the closing date. Any tender submitted after the deadline will be 
rejected . 

A letter of credit / a certified cheque issued by one of the banks 
operating in Qatar covering the amount indicated above as a 
temporary guarantee for (120) days. 

The tender quotation shall be valid for (90) days with effect from the 
date on which the tender envelopes are opened . 

The original tenders together with copies are put into the tender & 
auction committee located at the Amiri Guard Barzan Camp . 

The technical tender and financial tender must be separately 
enveloped and properly max-sealed and addressed to the head of the 
AG Tender & Auction Committee with reference to the tender 
number and title . 

The successful tenderer has to submit a final guarantee amounting to 
(10%) of the total contract value , and valid for (90) days after the 
project has been accomplished .. 

Any tenderer that does not comply with the above conditions will be 
excluded 
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For Further Information / Queries please contact Tel No 44220292 Fax No. 44220266 
Chairman of the Committee of tenders and auctions j 


Amiri Guard 




Protest against aid cuts 



Palestinian schoolchildren shout slogans and hold placards during a protest in Gaza city yesterday, against the difficult economic situation and the US 
decision to withhold funds earmarked for the UN relief agency for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA. 


Trial again postponed 
for Palestinian teen 


AFP 

Jerusalem 


T he military trial of a 
Palestinian teenager 
charged after a viral 
video showed her hitting 
two Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied West Bank has 
been delayed until February 
13, officials said yesterday. 

Ahed Tamimi, 17, had 
been due to stand trial on 
January 31 along with her 
mother Nariman before the 
case was postponed until 
February 6. 

It is now set for February 
13, her lawyer and the Israeli 
military said. 

Both Ahed Tamimi and 


her mother have been or¬ 
dered to be held in custody 
throughout their trial. 

The UN Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights has criticised Israeli 
authorities’ actions in the 
case, while the European 
Union has expressed con¬ 
cern over Israel’s detention 
of minors, including Ahed 
Tamimi. 

Ahed Tamimi, who was 
16 at the time of her arrest, 
has been hailed as a hero by 
Palestinians who see her 
as bravely standing up to 
Israel’s occupation of the 
West Bank. 

Israelis accuse her fam¬ 
ily of using her as a pawn in 
staged provocations. 


She has been charged 
with 12 counts including 
assault and could face a 
lengthy jail term if con¬ 
victed. The charges relate 
to events in the video and 
five other incidents. 

They include stone- 
throwing, incitement and 
making threats. 

Ahed Tamimi’s family 
says the December 15 inci¬ 
dent that led to the arrests 
occurred in the yard of 
their home in Nabi Saleh, 
near Ramallah in the West 
Bank. 

Israel’s military said the 
soldiers were in the area to 
prevent Palestinians from 
throwing stones at Israeli 
motorists. 


A video shows Ahed 
Tamimi and her cousin 
Nour approaching two sol¬ 
diers and telling them to 
leave before shoving, kick¬ 
ing and slapping them. 

Ahed Tamimi is the most 
aggressive of the two in the 
video. 

The heavily armed sol¬ 
diers do not respond to 
what appears to be an at¬ 
tempt to provoke rather 
than seriously harm them. 

They then move back¬ 
wards after Nariman 
Tamimi becomes involved. 

Nour Tamimi, 20, has 
also been charged and 
freed on bail. 

Her next court date has 
also been set for Febru¬ 


ary 13, according to the 
Tamimis’ lawyer Gaby 
Lasky. 

The scuffle took place 
amid clashes and protests 
against US President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s controversial 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital. 

Relatives say that a 
member of the Tamimi 
family was wounded in 
the head by a rubber bullet 
fired during those protests. 

Nineteen Palestin¬ 
ians have been killed since 
Trump’s declaration on 
December 6, most of them 
in clashes with Israeli fore - 
es. 

One Israeli has been shot 
dead since then. 


Israel ‘legalises’ 
rogue settlement 


AFP 

Jerusalem 


I srael’s cabinet voted 
yesterday to formally 
authorise a rogue West 
Bank settlement in response 
to last month’s murder of a 
rabbi who lived there, of¬ 
ficials said, in a rare move 
likely to spark an interna¬ 
tional outcry. 

The vote came as Euro¬ 
pean nations voiced grow¬ 
ing concern over settlement 
expansion in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, but 
with US President Donald 
Trump largely refraining 
from such criticism, which 
many Israelis see as a green 
light. 

Israeli authorities have 
advanced plans for thou¬ 
sands of new settlement 
homes in recent months, 
although cabinet votes to 
authorise a pre-existing 
outpost are relatively rare. 

Yesterday’s vote to au¬ 
thorise the Havat Gilad 
outpost was unanimous, 
an official familiar with the 
proceedings said on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity. 

Speaking at the start of 
the meeting. Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said “the government will 
today regularise the status 
of Havat Gilad to allow the 
continuance of normal life 
there”. 


The official cabinet agen¬ 
da said the motion would 
designate the 15-year-old 
outpost as a “new commu¬ 
nity” which will have the 
necessary building permits 
and a state budget. 

The agenda said about 40 
families live in the outpost, 
but envisages its enlarge¬ 
ment. 

Israeli media, however, 
said it was unclear how the 
authorisation would pro¬ 
ceed, as parts of the outpost 
may have to be moved else¬ 
where if found to have been 
built on private Palestinian 
land. 

Rabbi Raziel Shevach was 
shot dead near Havat Gilad, 
where he lived, on Janu¬ 
ary 9. The following week, 
Israeli troops searching for 
his attackers shot dead what 
they described as a Pales¬ 
tinian suspect in the city of 
Jenin in the northern West 
Bank, about 35 kilometres 
north of Havat Gilad. 

However, they did not 
catch the man suspected of 
being responsible for She- 
vach’s killing, 22-year-old 
Ahmed Jarrar. 

The manhunt continued 
on Saturday with a raid on 
the West Bank village of 
Burqin, near Nablus, spark¬ 
ing clashes during which 
soldiers shot dead a teen¬ 
ager identified by the Pal¬ 
estinian health ministry as 
Ahmad Abu Obeid, 19. 


QATARGAS OPERATING COMPANY LTD 

Tender Invitation 


No. 

TENDER 

NUMBER / DESCRiPTiON 

TENDER ISSUE PERIOD 
Sunday to Thursday 
(OE.OO am to 02,00 pm) 

TENDER 

FEE 

(QR) 

TENDER 

BOND 

(QR) 

TENDER CLOSING 

DATE 


LTC/C/lRN/3324/17 





1. 

PIGGING Of FURNACE 

TUBES IN LAFFAN 

REFINERY ON CALL-OFF 

BASIS 

05 February 2018 
to 

11 February 2018 

500 

200,000 

26 February 2018 


Scope of Work: 

Contractor shall be responsible for providing skilled manpower, equipmeot/tools to carryout pigging for 
decoking and internal inspection of condensate fractionation furnace tubes in Laffan Refinery asset in RLIC 
on call-off basis. The Contract duration shall be for five years. 

Bid Validity: Bid should be valid for ISO days from the Tender Closing Date. 

Tender Fee: Interested parties shall first deposit the appropriate Tender Fee [non-refundable) In cash 
(Cheque will not be accepted) into Account name; Qatargas Operating Company Limited- call Account 
Qatar National Bank, Main Branch, P.O.Box: 1000. Doha Qatar. Qatargas Bank Account No.0013-002521-052, 
lfiAN/#QA64QNBA000000000013002S21052. Tenderer must mention their company's full name and Tender 
Number on the Bank deposit slip. Also, it is mandatory to submit a copy of the valid Commercial Registration 
and an authorization letter from their company with the name, telephone, fax and e mail ID of the focal 
point for this tender. 

Place for Tender Collection and Bid Submission: 

LTC Section, Ground Floor, Qatargas Doha Head Office, West Bay, Doha, Qatar. 



The world’s Premier LNG Ci:>mi:Farvy 

QATARGAS 










































































In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful 



With profound grief we announce the sad demise of 

Ahmed Bin Abdulla Bln Issa Al-Mannai 

Father of 

Khalid Ahmed Al-Mannai 
Abdulla Ahmed Al-Mannai 
Walid Ahmed Al-Mannai 

Funeral prayer will be held tomorrow, Tuesday 

following Asr Prayer 
at Abu Hamoor Cemetery (Mesaimeer) 

Condolence Ceremony for Men 

will be held at the Majlis of 

Mr. Abdul Rahman Bin Issa Al Mannai, Patriarch of the Family 

From Tuesday to Thursday 

Duhail, Zone No. 30, Al Khaiji St. No. 385, Building No. 472 

Condolence Ceremony for Ladies 

will be held at the Late Family Residence in Bin Mahmoud Area 

From Tuesday to Friday 

Bin Mahmoud, Zone No. 22, Al Reem St. No. 950, Building No. 15 

May his soul rest in peace 
"We belong to Allah and to Him we shall return" 
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off-grid power push aims to light up incomes 


By Isaiah Esipisu, Reuters 

Kakamega, Kenya 


C atherine Wakhu knows 
the value of a lighted room 
to a child's education — 
and also the expense. 

The resident of Mayoni, 
a village in Western Kenya's 
Kakamega County, has seven 
school-age children. 

Without money to pay for a 
connection to the electric grid, 
she used to spend 1,200 shillings 
($12) a month instead on kero¬ 
sene, half of it to fuel a lantern so 
that her children could do their 
homework in the evenings. 

But for the past year Wakhu 
has been the owner of two solar- 
powered lanterns, which enable 
her children to study and save her 
fuel money. 

New Light Africa, the com¬ 
pany that makes the lanterns. 


accepts payments on instalment 
over a period of six months, 
making the cost of 3,000 Kenyan 
shillings ($29) per lantern more 
affordable to people like Wakhu, 
who might otherwise struggle to 
acquire the technology. 

The business is one of a 
number of enterprises across 
sub-Saharan Africa that are 
developing ideas for low-cost, 
high-quality and affordable clean 
energy products and services, 
from lighting to irrigation. 

Some have received funding 
from the Renewable Energy and 
Adaptation to Climate Technolo¬ 
gies (REACT) programme, part of 
the Africa Enterprise Challenge 
Fund, backed by European and 
other donor governments. 

The clean energy REACT pro¬ 
gramme provides up to half the 
needed funding to private com¬ 
panies trying to develop business 
models, services and products 


in renewable energy and energy 
efficiency that will improve the 
lives of the rural poor. 

Under the programme, up to 
900,000 rural households across 
the region can now light their 
homes with solar lanterns, press 
their clothes with solar-powered 
irons or watch solar-powered 
televisions, said Victor Ndiege, 
who manages the REACT-sup¬ 
ported portfolio of businesses. 

Village barbers also can earn a 
living shaving people using so¬ 
lar-powered shavers, and farm¬ 
ers can irrigate their crops with 
solar pumps, he said. 

In Miguye, a village north of 
the Kenyan city of Kisumu, Ol¬ 
iver Bill, a 24-year-old university 
graduate, irrigates tomatoes on 
his 1.3-acre piece of land using 
a portable solar-powered water 
pump acquired with a loan from 
Future Pump, another company 
that is part of the REACT scheme. 


“I decided to take the risk be¬ 
cause the repayment scheme 
sounded fair enough," said Bill. 

He said he expects to have re¬ 
paid the debt for the pump by 
March. 

Malayo Abuti, the assistant 
administrative chief for Ebu- 
hala sub-location in Kakamega 
County, said business-oriented 
funding for clean energy projects 
is an improvement on handouts 
and is helping more young peo¬ 
ple in off-grid villages start their 
own enterprises to earn an in¬ 
come. 

“This is a good culture because 
paying back the loan gives one a 
sense of ownership, self esteem 
and it makes them more respon¬ 
sible than receiving free tokens 
from organisations," he said. 

The REACT scheme selects 
companies to support through 
competitions. 

So far, 78 companies across 23 


sub-Saharan African countries 
have been awarded grants and 
interest-free loans to implement 
their proposals, Ndiege said. 

The companies are required 
to make services and products 
available to rural communities 
without requiring full payment 
upfront, he said. 

New Light Africa won the 
competition in 2016 to make and 
distribute solar lanterns to rural 
communities through a commu¬ 
nity-based organisation. 

“Between 2016 and 2017, we 
sold over 59,000 lanterns in 
Western Kenya and parts of the 
Rift Valley," said Jakob Werner, 
the company's head of sales. 

Each lantern comes with a 
small solar panel and is powerful 
enough to light one room. 

It is portable, meaning it can 
also work as a torch, and it has 
a port for charging at least three 
mobile phones. 


According to Ndiege, compa¬ 
nies are funded if their clean en¬ 
ergy services and products are of 
sufficient quality and they have 
a plan for getting equipment to 
customers without the high up¬ 
front costs often associated with 
renewable energy. 

“We always discuss with our 
customers to understand their 
financial strength before propos - 
ing to them the most appropriate 
payment package," said Reagan 
Omondi, general manager of 
Solar Now, which has sold 600 
home solar systems in Kenya's 
Nyanza area over the past six 
months. 

The systems can power up to 
six fluorescent tubes and a tel¬ 
evision set and radio, as well as 
charging mobile phones, he said. 

Omondi notes that some cus¬ 
tomers are able to pay upfront 
for the system, which is priced 
from 27,500 shillings ($270), but 


others pay over a period ranging 
from six to 24 months, depending 
on their income. 

“In line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals, our aim is to 
see households get hooked (up) 
to clean energy in a region where 
510mn people have no access to 
electricity and are unlikely to get 
grid access in the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture," said Ndiege. 

Anna Jardfelt, an ambassador 
to Kenya from Sweden, one of 
the governments funding RE¬ 
ACT, said she was happy to see 
women and girls, in particular, 
getting basic access to electricity 
through the programme. 

“Through a regional approach 
we hope that the new business 
models developed in East Africa, 
providing electricity to millions 
of people far from the grid, will 
rapidly be taken up in West Af¬ 
rica and promote learning across 
the continent," she said. 


Party leaders 
to press Zuma 
to step down 


Reuters 

Johannesburg 


T he six most powerful of¬ 
ficials in South Africa's 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) were to meet 
President Jacob Zuma late yes¬ 
terday, a senior party leader 
said, amid growing pressure for 
the 75-year old leader to step 
down. 

Zuma, who is batthng cor¬ 
ruption allegations, has been in a 
weakened position since he was 
replaced as leader of the ANC in 
December by Cyril Ramaphosa, 
the deputy president. 

The party's “top-six" lead¬ 
ership team was to meet Zuma 
late yesterday, party secretary-general and top- 
six member Ace Magashule told local media in¬ 
cluding news channel eNCA and the City Press 
newspaper. 

Magashule said that the removal of Zuma as 
president of the country was not on the agenda, 
differing with reports citing unnamed sources in 
the City Press and Sunday Times newspapers that 
the leaders would ask the president to resign. 

There was no immediate comment from an 
ANC spokeswoman. 

Ramaphosa is in pole position to win an elec¬ 
tion next year and many in the party want Zuma 
out so that Ramaphosa can embark on his anti- 
corruption agenda. It was unclear if Ramaphosa 
would be at the meeting which the Sunday Times 
said was due to held in Pretoria. 

The ANC leader was in the northern province of 
Limpopo to urge traditional leaders to support the 


party in next year's election. 

In public remarks at the 
event, Ramaphosa did not say 
if he would be part of the meet - 
ing with Zuma, who has been 
deserted by several prominent 
allies in the ANC since Ram¬ 
aphosa took leadership of what 
is the only party to govern 
South Africa since the end of 
apartheid. 

Paul Mashatile, a top-six 
member, told CNBC Africa on 
Friday the president should 
step down to avoid two centres 
of power and his removal via 
a motion of no-confidence or 
impeachment. 

“It's reaUy anyone's guess as to 
what will come out of the meet¬ 
ing but Zuma's days in the office 
can definitely be counted in weeks, not months," 
said Jakkie Cilliers, an analyst with the Institute for 
Security Studies, a Pretoria-based think tank. 

Zuma, who has not said whether he will step 
down voluntarily before his second term as presi¬ 
dent ends, has been deserted by several promi¬ 
nent allies in the ANC since Ramaphosa took 
over leadership of what is the only party to govern 
South Africa since the end of apartheid. 

He is due to deliver a speech at the opening 
of parliament in Cape Town on Thursday, Ma¬ 
gashule told eNCA news channel. 

It is unclear if he would still be office to face a 
fresh no-confidence motion on February 22. 

Zuma has survived several no-confidence votes 
during his rule thanks to loyal voting by ANC law¬ 
makers, who form a strong parliamentary majority. 

Although Zuma retains the support of a faction 
within the ANC, he no longer holds a top post. 




President Alpha Conde of Guinea waves after casting his vote yesterday outside the polling station in Conakry. 


Guinea holds first local vote since military rule 


AFP 

Conakry 


G uinea began voting yes¬ 
terday in the first local 
elections since the end of 
the era of military dictatorship 
following eight years of delays. 

The municipal council elec¬ 
tions, originally scheduled for 
2010, have been repeatedly de¬ 
layed due to a lack of funds, po¬ 
litical infighting and the 2013- 
2016 Ebola crisis. 

Failing schools, unemploy¬ 
ment, electricity shortages and 
corruption allegations are all 
election issues in the West Afri¬ 
can country. 

“This is the first time I have 
voted for a mayor. I hope my 
candidate wins and puts in place 
his programme to clean up our 
district, create employment and 
make our city safe," said taxi 
driver Simbaya Aboulaye Sou- 


mah in the capital Conakry. 

But some voters have vowed to 
stay at home. “It's just a load of 
noise," Salimatou Sow, a market 
vendor, told AFP. 

“Once they are elected, they 
will forget all their promises, 
make themselves rich off the 
back of the people and forget 
rubbish collection, street clean¬ 
ing, and job creation," she added. 

Guinea gained independence 
from France under “father of 
independence" turned paranoid 
dictator Ahmed Sekou Toure, 
who ruled until his death in 1984. 

Authoritarian General 

Lansane Conte then seized pow¬ 
er in a coup. 

Following his death in 2008, 
the military took control until a 
transition to civilian rule when 
President Alpha Conde was 
elected in 2010. 

More than 5.9mn Guineans 
are registered to vote in the polls 
from 7 am. 


In 2005, under General Conte's 
rule, the ruling party took 80% 
of the vote and consequently the 
vast majority of voting districts. 

Due to the lack of elections, 
council executives have been 
controversially replaced with ap¬ 
pointees named by Conde, who 
will now face scrutiny in Guin¬ 
ea's democracy for the first time. 

An agreement reached in Oc¬ 
tober 2016 between the govern¬ 
ment, opposition, civil society 
and international partners paved 
the way for elections in February 
2017. 

But despite huge opposition 
demonstrations demanding 
President Alpha Conde respect 
the agreement, the vote timeta¬ 
ble had repeatedly slipped. 

About 60% of Guinea's popu¬ 
lation is 25 and under, with their 
memories of Conte and military 
rule hazy or non-existent. 

Their priorities include im¬ 
provements to Guinea's cash- 


strapped education system and 
jobs to address sky-high youth 
unemployment. 

Voters will choose councillors 
for 342 “communes" from 1,300 
party lists representing almost 
30,000 candidates, including 
around 7,000 women. 

Ibrahima Camara, local cam¬ 
paign manager for the Union 
of Republican Forces (UFR) of 
former prime minister Sidya 
Toure, said the vote could be a 
“springboard" for Toure as he 
mounts a third attempt at the 
presidency in 2020. 

The key battleground with 
Conde's ruling Rally for the Gui¬ 
nean People (RPC) will be in the 
western area of Kindia and south¬ 
ern city of N'Zerekore, which 
were heavily affected by Ebola. 

Political distrust is high in 
Guinea, a mineral-rich but 
deeply poor country where eth¬ 
nic tensions often turn deadly 
around election time. 


Gridlock hurting business at Nigeria’s busiest port 



By Joel Olatunde Agoi, AFP 

Lagos 


E ven okadas, the motorcycle-taxis 
that buzz fearlessly around Ni¬ 
geria's commercial capital, La¬ 
gos, struggle to negotiate the road to 
Apapa — the country's busiest seaport. 

Riders pick their way gingerly around 
giant potholes that resemble blast cra¬ 
ters, and among the lines of stationary 
trucks perched at precarious angles on 
the rutted surface. 

Getting to and from Apapa — the 
catch-all name for Lagos' two seaports 
of Apapa and Tin Can Island — has 
increasingly become a nightmare for 
pretty much everyone. 

Now, with the chronic traffic jams 
hurting business and no sign of any 
swift resolution to the problem, labour 
unrest is looming large on the horizon. 

The Maritime Workers Union of 
Nigeria (MWUN) has given the fed¬ 
eral government an ultimatum: fix the 
roads or face an indefinite walk-out. 

MWUN leader Adewale Adeyanju 
said an open-ended strike by its mem¬ 
bers would paralyse port activities but 
they had no alternative. 

“The road is now a safe haven for 
criminals, who use every opportunity 
to attack, assault and rob innocent Ni¬ 
gerians, including our members, who 
trek to and from work daily on the road, 
because it is no longer motorable," he 
told AFP. 


As well as security, he said shipping 
companies and businesses were in¬ 
creasingly using alternative berths such 
as those in Cotonou, in neighbouring 
Benin. 


“While our neighbouring ports are 
booming, our ports have been deserted 
because of the failed access roads to the 
ports, the gateway to the nation's econ¬ 
omy," said Adeyanju. 


Union leaders are due to meet the la¬ 
bour minister in Abuja tomorrow. 

But it's possible that even then, oil 
tanker drivers like John Chinedu will 
still be waiting on the dilapidated high¬ 


way. “We have been at this same spot 
for the last four days and we've not 
been able to enter the port," he said. 

Chinedu, though, is a recent arrival 
compared to Lekan Yinusa. 

“It's been two weeks since we ar¬ 
rived in Lagos to help an importer carry 
his container that has been lying in the 
port for several weeks," he said. 

“But we have not been able to be¬ 
cause of the bad condition of the road. 
I go to the toilet, wash and even eat over 
there," he added, pointing to the side of 
the road. 

The dismal state of the roads is all the 
more astonishing for a port that han¬ 
dles more than 60% of Nigeria's cargo 
and generates some 70% of customs 
revenue. 

In 2017, duties totalled more than 
Itn naira ($2.8bn) — up from just under 
900bn naira the previous year. 

Jonathan Nicol, a Lagos-based im¬ 
porter, said the condition of the roads 
has had a knock-on effect on business, 
and spiralling costs had forced some to 
shut down. 

“We are forced to pay extra charges 
and demurrage (when a ship's owner 
pays a penalty for not loading or dis¬ 
charging in time), which is not the fault 
of importers," he added. 

“Manufacturers cannot get their raw 
materials on time. The delay leads to 
extra port charges which will be passed 
on to the final consumers in terms of 
high prices." 

Shipping executive Lukman Busari 


said Apapa's chronic traffic jams were 
not helped by the location of fuel de¬ 
pots around the ports. 

“There are over 200 farm tanks 
with thousands of trucks waiting to 
load petroleum products at the ports, 
thereby creating gridlock on the 
roads," he said. 

“To decongest the roads, the railway 
should be developed while pipeline dis¬ 
tribution of petroleum product should 
be considered." 

The managing director of the Nigeria 
Ports Authority, Hadiza Bala Usman, 
acknowledged the grievances, which 
come as Nigeria looks to boost growth 
after months of recession. 

“There is no doubt that the deplor¬ 
able state of the roads at Apapa is hurt¬ 
ing businesses. We are not happy about 
the situation," she said. 

The NPA last year contributed 1.8bn 
naira for road repairs and was pushing 
the government to do further work, 
despite it not being in the authority's 
remit. 

“We are ready to do it because of its 
importance to our operations," she said, 
appealing to port users to bear with the 
authorities while the facilities are im¬ 
proved. 

“We have to adopt a multi-transpor- 
tational approach to move cargo to and 
from the ports. Right now, over 90% 
of cargo is moved through the roads, 
which is not too ideal. There is need to 
develop the railway and inland water¬ 
ways as well." 
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Democrats sharpen rhetoric 
after disputed memo release 



AFP 

Washington 


D emocrats yesterday sharp¬ 
ened their rhetoric in the 
clash over the investigation 
into Trump campaign links to Rus¬ 
sia, warning the president that fir¬ 
ing top law enforcement officials 
could “lead to a confrontation we 
do not need in America.” 

The warnings came two days 
after the Republican-led House 
intelligence committee released 
a declassified memo that claims 
that Democrat-funded research 
prompted the FBI to spy on a former 
Trump campaign aide, Carter Page. 

Democrats stoutly resisted the 
memo’s release, saying it was mis¬ 
leading, and possibly intended to 
lay the groundwork for President 
Donald Trump to fire senior offi¬ 
cials and subvert the Russia med¬ 
dling investigation led by Robert 
Mueller. 

Dick Durbin, the number two 
Senate Democrat, yesterday warned 
against any such move. 

“The question at that moment is 
whether or not the majority Repub¬ 
licans in the House and the Senate 
will stand up for the rule of law and 
the Constitution if the president 
takes that extreme position,” Durbin 
said on CNN’s State of the Union. 

“If the president takes this ex¬ 
treme action. I’m afraid that it 
could lead to a confrontation we do 
not need in America.” 


House panel to take up 
Democratic memo today 

The US House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee will consider today whether to 
release the Democratic rebuttal to 
a Republican memo alleging bias 
at the FBI and Justice Department 
against President Donald Trump, 
two sources told Reuters. 

The panel, which on Friday 
released the Republican document, 
will decide whether to declas¬ 
sify the Democratic memo, which 
Democrats say highlight flaws and 
other shortcomings in the Republi¬ 
can account. 

The committee will meet at 5pm 
EST to vote on whether to make the 
second document public, one of the 
sources said. 

Democrats contend the Repub¬ 
licans mischaracterised highly 
sensitive classified information that 
was used to justify the extension 
of surveillance against a former 
Trump campaign aide. 


Both he and the ranking Demo¬ 
crat on the intelligence committee. 
Representative Adam Schiff, con¬ 
tested the suggestion that the FBI’s 
request to a special court for au¬ 
thority to surveil Page failed to note 
that it was based in part on a dossier 
paid for by Democrats. 

“The court was notified there was 
a political actor involved,” Schiff said. 

“The goal here is to undermine 
the FBI, discredit the FBI, discredit 


the Mueller investigation, do the 
president’s bidding,” he said on 
ABC’s This Week. 

He said it was “very possible” 
committee Republicans had “co¬ 
ordinated the whole effort with the 
White House.” 

Trump tweeted on Saturday that 
the memo “vindicated” his insist¬ 
ence that there was “no collusion 
and there was no obstruction.” 

But some Republicans, while 


supporting the gist of the memo, 
took pains to show support for Mu¬ 
eller, deputy attorney general Rod 
Rosenstein and FBI chief Chris¬ 
topher Wray at a time the FBI and 
Justice Department are facing al¬ 
most unprecedented criticism from 
the president. 

“I’ve had my differences with 
Rod Rosenstein, and I still think 
that he is fully capable of helping 
run a Justice Department that we 


can all have confidence in,” said 
Representative Trey Gowdy, chair¬ 
man of the House Oversight Com¬ 
mittee, on CBS’s Face the Nation. 

And Representative Will Hurd, 
a Republican on the intelligence 
committee, told ABC, “I want to 
stress Bob Mueller should be al¬ 
lowed to turn over every rock, pur¬ 
sue every lead so we can have trust 
knowing what Russia did or didn’t 
do.” 


Paul Ryan deletes tax cut tweet Deadline looming for Boeing to 
after widespread mockery decide on Canada fighter jet bid 


DPA/Reuters 

Washington 


U S Senate Speaker Paul Ryan 
has deleted a tweet after 
being widely mocked for 
claiming that a secretary’s $1.50-a- 
week pay rise was evidence of the 
success of his Republican party’s 
tax overhaul. 

Quoting a report by news agen¬ 
cy AP, Ryan wrote: “A secretary at 
a public high school in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, said she was pleasantly 
surprised her pay went up $1.50 a 
week...she said (that) will more than 
cover her Costco membership for the 
year.” 

Democrats, who have criticised 
last year’s tax reforms as mainly 
benefiting the super rich, were quick 
to jump on the tweet as evidence that 
Ryan was out of touch with normal 
people. 

“Paul Ryan deleted his embarrass¬ 
ing tweet of a blatant admission be¬ 
cause he and Republicans don’t want 
you to know the truth: the 

#GOPTaxScam is a gift to corpo¬ 
rate America and the top 1% at your 
expense,” Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi tweeted. 

“He also doesn’t want you to know 
he got $500,000.00 from the Koch 
family,” she added, referring to a re¬ 
ported campaign donation received 


by Ryan from the billionaire Koch 
brothers just days after the tax over¬ 
haul was passed. 

Other Twitter users also joined in 
the mockery. 

“Charles, a Koch brother in Wichi¬ 
ta, said he was pleasantly surprised 
that his pay went up $26,923,076 a 
week...he said (that) will more than 
cover the cost of buying several more 
Paul Ryans,” LOLGOP wrote on Twit¬ 
ter.. 

“Wells Fargo, fresh off of defraud¬ 
ing millions of Americans, gets 
$3.4bn,” tweeted Minnesota con¬ 
gressman Keith Ellison. 

Meanwhile Randy Bryce, a Demo¬ 
crat hoping to unseat Ryan in Wis¬ 
consin, saw the blunder as a cam¬ 
paigning opportunity. 

“Moments ago, @PRyan deleted 
this tweet after we told him just how 
out of touch he was...Chip in $1.50 
now to help us repeal and replace 
Ryan permanently this November,” 
Bryce tweeted. 

The tax bill slashes the federal 
corporate tax rate from 35% to 21%, 
and the maximum individual income 
tax rate, for the nation’s wealthiest, 
drops from 39.6% to 37%. 

It also doubles the standard de¬ 
duction for families, and doubles the 
child tax credit, while eliminating or 
limiting several deductions that mil¬ 
lions of middle-class families cur¬ 
rently claim. 


Reuters 

Ottawa 


B oeing Co must decide by the end of this week 
whether to take part in a multi-billion-dollar 
race to supply Canada with fighter jets, even 
as the US company’s relationship with Ottawa has 
soured due to a trade dispute. 

Although a US trade commission on January 26 
dismissed Boeing’s complaint that Canadian plane 
maker Bombardier was dumping airliners on the 
American market, it is far from certain the ruling 
will be enough to placate Canada. That could well 
influence the company’s decision on bidding on a 
contract for 88 jets worth between C$15bn ($12.1bn) 
and C$19bn, people familiar with the matter said. 

Boeing chief executive Dennis Muilenburg said 
in a post earnings call last week the company will 
wait to see the commission’s reasoning, coming 
later this month, “to make decisions on our path 
forward.” The company declined to comment fur¬ 
ther. 

Boeing has until February 9 to express an inter¬ 
est in taking part in the Canadian jet competition, 
failing which it will be excluded from the bidding 
process. At stake could be billions of dollars of de¬ 
fence procurement orders at a time when Canada 
is ramping up military spending over the next dec¬ 
ade. Boeing says it supports some 17,000 jobs in 
Canada. 

The dispute also has weighed on the crucial Naf- 
ta modernisation talks, which have dragged on for 
months. 

Although government officials say the competi¬ 
tion will be open, they have privately made it clear 
that Boeing needs to drop the Bombardier chal¬ 


lenge and talk of an appeal to stand a better chance 
of winning the jet contract, say sources familiar 
with the matter. 

“A lot of things would be better if they did that,” 
said one source who declined to be identified given 
the sensitivity of the situation. 

There are signs the relationship between Boeing 
and Ottawa remain frosty. 

Boeing did not send its own staff to a meeting 
between the Canadian government and industry 
held in January to discuss the jets contract, the 
sources said. 

Boeing said its F-18 Super Hornet was repre¬ 
sented by the US Defense Security Co-operation 
Agency, the Pentagon unit that implements for¬ 
eign arms sales. US foreign military sales are often 
negotiated between the US government and each 
customer nation. 

Lockheed Martin Corp, Dassault Aviation SA 
and Airbus SE also are expected to compete. 

Canada is part of the consortium that helped 
develop Lockheed’s F-35 stealth fighter, although 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said during his suc¬ 
cessful 2015 election campaign that he would not 
buy the plane because it was too expensive. 

Canadian Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan, who 
has said Boeing has not behaved like a trusted part¬ 
ner, did not answer directly last week when repeat¬ 
edly pressed as to how the aerospace giant could 
get back into Ottawa’s good books. 

Ottawa says the bids wiU be evaluated in part on 
the basis of “past and recent economic behaviour of 
potential bidders leading up to the procurement.” 

That test is months away from being finalised, 
meaning Boeing has no idea whether Ottawa would 
be satisfied if it did drop the challenge, sources 
said. 


Experts warn 
citizenship query 
could hamper 
2020 census 


AFP 

Washington 


T he United States is gearing up to conduct its 
next population census in 2020 but a thorny 
question on citizenship has ignited controversy 
even before it has begun. 

When the decennial national headcount gets under 
way, census takers may have to ask respondents if they 
are US citizens, which observers say would discourage 
some ethnic minorities from participating and under¬ 
mine the accuracy of the data. 

Arturo Vargas, head of the NALEO Educational 
Fund, said surveys have shown as recently as Septem¬ 
ber that test respondents are now experiencing “un¬ 
precedented fear of the US government.” 

President Donald Trump took office on a nationalist 
anti-immigrant agenda, linking foreigners and migra¬ 
tion to terrorism, crime and lost jobs. 

In his State of the Union address last month, he re¬ 
iterated his pledge to cut legal immigration and beef 
up enforcement. 

In this heated environment, with frequent reports 
of immigrants tearfully torn from their families and 
deported, large segments of the population could 
refuse to participate in the census, out of fear authori¬ 
ties could use the information against them, critics 
say. 

In December, the Justice Department kicked up a 
storm when it asked to have a question on nationality 
added to the survey conducted by the Census Bureau, 
which is a part of the Commerce Department. 

The Justice Department argued that citizenship in¬ 
formation would help enforce the Voting Rights Act, 
however that law is aimed at prohibiting racial dis¬ 
crimination at the ballot box. 

Only US citizens are allowed to register to vote. 

But Trump has long claimed that millions of illegal 
immigrants voted in the 2016 presidential election, 
without providing proof. 

“The Census Bureau is conducting a review of the 
DoJ request,” said A1 Fontenot, associate director for 
census programs. 

“We are focused on having the final list of questions 
submitted to the Congress by March 31.” 

The debate over the questions and how they could 
affect response numbers is not just one of politics. 

Required by the Constitution, the census deter¬ 
mines the number of seats allotted to each state in the 
House of Representatives, the lower chamber of the 
US legislature. 

Stanford sociology Professor C Matthew Snipp, the 
survey is “essential for American democracy.” 

The population tally also impacts distribution 
of more than $675bn in annual federal funding for 
schools, hospitals, roads and public services, accord¬ 
ing to the Census Bureau. 

Under-reporting in some communities is a long¬ 
standing problem. 

Analysts estimate that the 2010 census under- 
counted Latinos by 775,000 people. 

The problem could be worse this time. 

If minority populations, often concentrated in 
Democratic-leaning urban centres, do not fully par¬ 
ticipate, this could affect the balance of power in Con¬ 
gress. 

“States like Texas, California, Arizona that have 
large Hispanic populations could lose seats in Con¬ 
gress if there is a very large undercount,” Snipp said. 

And NALEO’s Vargas warned that making a major 
last-minute change to the questionnaire would sabo¬ 
tage the Census Bureau’s technical efforts to improve 
results and analysis. 

Vargas said an imprecise census also could have 
economic and financial impacts. 

The change also could increase the cost, currently 
estimated at $15.6bn, up from $12.9bn in 2010, due in 
part to the need for follow-up visits to convince mem¬ 
bers of the public to respond. 

And businesses use the decennial survey to iden¬ 
tify demographic trends and locate consumers and 
potential employees, allowing them to tailor planned 
investments, plan for factories and retail outlets, and 
convince banks to provide financing. 

In 2010, the census counted 308.8mn Americans, 
an increase of 9.7% from 2000. 

According to the latest estimates, the US popula¬ 
tion has since risen 5.8% to 327mn. 


Amtrak train on wrong track in fatal SC crash 



Investigators make their way around the train wreckage under the Charleston Highway overpass in 
Cayce, South Carolina. 


Reuters 

Cacye, South Caroline 


A n Amtrak passenger train 
apparently travelling on 
the wrong track collided 
yesterday with a parked CSX 
Corp freight train in South Caro¬ 
lina, killing two crew members 
and injuring at least 116 in the 
railroad’s third fatal crash in as 
many months, authorities said. 

Amtrak Train 91 was carrying 
139 passengers and eight crew 
members to Miami from New 
York when it hit the freight train 
at about 2.35am local time near 
the state capital and derailed, the 
railroad said in a statement. 

South Carolina Governor 
Henry McMaster said it appeared 
that the Amtrak train was on the 
wrong track when it slammed 
into the parked CSX freight train, 
which had no one aboard. 

“It’s a horrible thing to see, to 
understand what force was in¬ 
volved,” McMaster told a news 
conference. “The first engine of 
the freight train was torn up, and 
the single engine of the passen¬ 


ger train is barely recognisable.” 

The southbound passenger 
train’s locomotive was lying on 
its side, and the first car was bent 
and also derailed, although it re¬ 
mained upright, according to im¬ 
ages from the scene in the small 
city of Cayce, South Carolina. 

At least four cars of the freight 
train, which was northbound be¬ 
fore it was parked, were crum¬ 
pled, looking like crushed tin foil, 
but remained on the tracks. 

The passenger train was part of 
Amtrak’ Silver Star Service, and 
the wreck occurred about 8km 
southwest of Columbia, the state 
capital. 

Local media said some 5,000 
gallons of fuel leaked as a result 
of the collision, but authorities 
said it was under control and no 
threat to public safety. 

Identities of the two Amtrak 
employees killed were withheld 
pending notification of their 
families, officials said. 

The number of injured rose to 
116 from a previous count of 70, 
said Lexington County spokes¬ 
man Harrison Cahill. 

“The injuries range from 


cuts and bruises to severe bro¬ 
ken bones,” said Derrec Becker, 
public information officer for 
the South Carolina Emergency 
Management Division. “All the 
injured have been transported to 
local hospitals.” 

President Donald Trump was 
getting regular updates on the 
crash while at his resort in Palm 
Beach, Florida. 

“Our thoughts and prayers are 
with everyone that has been af¬ 
fected by this incident,” said a 
White House spokeswoman. 

One priority is recovering data 
recorders from the Amtrak train 
that will indicate its speed upon 
impact. National Transportation 
Safety Board chairman Robert 
Sumwalt told Fox News. 

NTSB investigators were 
headed to the scene. 

Governor McMaster said he 
had been told the Amtrak train’s 
speed was about 95kph upon 
impact but said the NTSB would 
investigate. 

The Lexington County Sher¬ 
iff’s Department said a shelter for 
passengers was set up at a nearby 
middle school. Everyone was off 


the train, and the Red Cross was 
assisting them, the department 
said on its website. 

Derek Pettaway, a passenger 
in one of Train 9rs rear carriag¬ 
es, told CNN he was sleeping as 
he headed for Orlando but was 
awakened by the impact. 

He said the crew came through 
the cars “really quickly” and got 
everybody off the train. 

“Nobody was panicking,” said 
Pettaway, who was discharged 
from a hospital with minor whip - 
lash. “I think people were more in 
shock than anything else.” 

Officials from Amtrak and the 
sheriff’s department were not im¬ 
mediately available for comment. 

By midmorning, fire and emer¬ 
gency personnel had scaled back 
their presence at the scene, but 
law enforcement and Amtrak of¬ 
ficials remained there, Cahill said. 

In December, three people were 
killed when an Amtrak passen¬ 
ger train derailed in Washington 
state. In late January, an Amtrak 
train carrying Republican mem¬ 
bers of the US Congress killed one 
person in a garbage truck with 
which it collided in Virginia. 
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N Korea slams Trump’s 
‘sinister’ Union address 



AFP 

Seoul 


N orth Korea hit back at 
US President Donald 
Trump yesterday af¬ 
ter he slammed rights abuses 
under the hermit regime in his 
State of the Union address, with 
Pyongyang describing the speech 
as “screams of Trump terrified” 
by the North’s power. 

The comments follow months 
of fiery rhetoric between the two 
countries that have seen tensions 
soar, with Trump drawing criti¬ 
cism at home for repeatedly us¬ 
ing highly-menacing language 
towards the reclusive state. 

During Wednesday’s address, 
he criticised the “cruel dictator¬ 
ship” of Kim Jong-un and the 
leader’s “reckless pursuit” of 
atomic weapons while vowing to 
wage “a campaign of maximum 
pressure” to derail the nuclear 
threat. 

Kim declared his country a 
fully-fledged nuclear power last 
November after testing an in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missile 
Pyongyang claimed is capable of 
reaching the US mainland. 

Trump also lashed out at 
widespread human rights abuses 
under the regime and highlighted 
the case of Otto Warmbier, an 
American student who died last 
year shortly after being released 
from a 17-month-long detention 
in North Korea. 

A spokesperson of the North’s 
foreign ministry yesterday said 
the speech reflected “the height 
of Trump-style arrogance, arbi¬ 
trariness and self-conceit,” in a 
statement carried by the state- 
run KCNA news agency. 

“Trump also insisted upon the 
‘maximum pressure’ against our 
country, viciously slandering our 
most superior people-centred 
social system,” the statement 
added. 


“However, it is no less than 
screams of Trump terrified at 
the power of the DPRK that has 
achieved the great historic cause 
of completing the state nuclear 
force and rapidly emerged as the 
strategic state recognised by the 
world,” it said, using the North’s 
official name. 

Also in his address. Trump 
honoured Ji Seong-ho, a North 
Korean defector with only one 
arm and one leg who made a dra¬ 
matic, 6,000-mile journey to the 
South after suffering severe dis¬ 


crimination and torture at home. 

The North claimed Trump’s 
comment revealed a “sinister in¬ 
tention to do something against 
us by relying on strength while 
talking about ‘American re¬ 
solve.’” 

“If Trump does not get rid of 
his anachronistic and dogmatic 
way of thinking, it will only bring 
about the consequence of further 
endangering security and future 
of the United States,” the foreign 
ministry said. 

Relations between the two 


countries reached fresh lows last 
year with the North launching 
a series of missiles and staging 
its most powerful nuclear test 
to date, in a challenge to Trump 
who has threatened to “utterly 
destroy” the regime in the event 
of an attack. 

Kim and Trump have at the 
same time traded colourful per¬ 
sonal barbs against each other, 
sparking global alarm and fears 
of further fighting on the penin¬ 
sula that was left in ruins after 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 


But in a move that seemed 
aimed at easing tensions and af¬ 
ter months of persuasion from 
Seoul, the North last month said 
it would send its athletes to the 
Winter Olympics, due to kick off 
in the South on Friday. 

Some have already arrived in 
South Korea. Analysts have de¬ 
scribed the potential momentum 
for peace as too fragile, saying it 
may not be sustainable after the 
Games given the North’s repeat¬ 
ed declarations of nuclear state¬ 
hood. 


N Korea’s ceremonial head 
of state to visit South: Seoul 


North Korea’s ceremonial head of state will visit the South this 
week In connection with the Winter Olympics, Seoul said late 
yesterday. The trip by Kim Yong-nam will be the diplomatic high 
point of the rapprochement between the two Koreas triggered by 
the Pyeongchang Games In the South, which have their opening 
ceremony on Friday. 

Tensions spiralled last year as the North carried out multiple 
weapons tests, including intercontinental ballistic missiles it says 
are capable of reaching the mainland United States, and its most 
powerful nuclear blast to date. For months. It ignored Seoul’s 
entreaties to take part In a “peace Olympics”, until leader Kim Jong- 
un Indicated his willingness to do so in his New Year speech. 

That set off a rapid series of meetings which saw the two agree 
to march together in the opening ceremony and form a unified 
women’s Ice hockey team, their first for 27 years. The North’s 
Olympic participation would Include a visit by a high-level 
delegation, they agreed. 

It will be led by Kim Yong-nam, who Is leader of the Presidium of 
the Supreme People’s Assembly, the North’s ruling-party-controlled 
parliament, Seoul’s unification ministry said in a statement. Kim 
- who is not a close blood relative of leader Kim Jong-un - will 
arrive on Friday for a three-day visit, accompanied by three other 
officials and 18 support staff, the ministry said it had been told by 
Pyongyang. 

The South Korean ministry did not explicitly say whether Kim 
would attend the Pyeongchang opening ceremony. 


Protests over joint Korean hockey team 


Angry demonstrators 
stamped on a picture of 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un as a joint North and 
South Korean women’s ice 
hockey team came together 
for the first time, losing 3-1 
to Sweden in a practice 
match. The unified team for 
the Pyeongchang Olympics 
is a product of a landmark 
deal between the two rivals 
following a year of high 
tensions over the nuclear¬ 
armed North’s weapons 
ambitions. But the addition 
of North Korean players has 
provoked controversy in 
the South, with accusations 
that Seoul is depriving 
some of its own players of 
the chance to compete at a 
home Olympics for political 
purposes. The joint team 
of North and South Korean 
female hockey players 
tested the ice for the first 
time in a warm-up match 
against Sweden, five days 
before the Winter Games 
officially open. 

The 3,000-capacity 
crowd roared as the team 
- including four North 
Koreans - glided onto the ice 
at the Seonhak International 


Ice Rink in Incheon, wearing 
blue and red uniforms with 
KOREA emblazoned across 
their chests. 

But outside the arena, 
security was tight as 
protesters faced off with 
supporters of the joint team, 
highlighting sharp divisions 
over the initiative. 

Those in favour of the 
North Korean presence 
chanted “Peace Olympics”, 
while protesters just 
across the street shouted 
“Pyongyang Olympics,” 
suggesting the North had 
been allowed to hijack 
the Pyeongchang Games. 
Dozens of protesters yelled 
criticisms of the North into 
speakers, trampling on a 
picture of leader Kim and 
ripping up blue and white 
unification flags. “As a 
coach, it is hard to tell some 
of your players that you 
have been with for quite a 
long time that they are not 
going to be able to play, but 
the whole situation is out 
of our control. So we are 
trying to make the best out 
of it,” said Sarah Murray, 
South Korea’s Canadian 
coach. 


Four workers killed, one injured 
after crane collapse in Jakarta 


Four workers were killed and 
another injured after a crane 
collapsed on a railway track 
construction site In East Jakarta 
early yesterday, the Antara state 
news agency reported. The 
crane was lifting rail pads for a 
double-track railway project at 
Sam when it suddenly collapsed. 
Two workers died at the scene, 
while the two others died in the 
hospital. East Jakarta police chief 
Yoyon Tony Surya Putra said 
police were questioning witnesses 


who were on the scene at the 
time. Police are also investigating 
whether the crane collapsed as 
a result of negligence, Antara 
reported. Box girders at a light 
rapid transit (LRT) construction 
site In East Jakarta collapsed 
and injured five workers last 
month, while a crane at a LRT 
construction project In the Kelapa 
Gading area of North Jakarta fell 
on top of a shophouse in October 
2017, leaving the building partly 
damaged. 


Tesla, Australia to 
turn 50,000 homes 
into power generators 


AFP 

Sydney 


S ome 50,000 homes in South 
Australia will receive solar 
panels and Tesla batteries, 
the state government announced 
yesterday, in a landmark plan to 
turn houses into a giant, inter¬ 
connected power plant. 

South Australia is already 
home to world’s biggest battery 
in an Elon Musk-driven project to 
provide electricity for more than 
30,000 homes. 

The state government has 
since been looking for more ways 
— particularly through renewa¬ 
bles— to address its energy woes 
after an “unprecedented” storm 
caused a state-wide blackout in 
2016. 

Under a new plan unveiled yes - 
terday, a network of solar panels 
linked to rechargeable batteries 
will be provided free to house¬ 
holds and financed by the sale of 
excess electricity generated by the 
network, the government said. 

“My government has already 
delivered the world’s biggest 
battery, now we will deliver the 
world’s largest virtual power 
plant,” state Premier Jay Weath- 
erill said in a statement. “We will 
use people’s homes as a way to 
generate energy for the South 
Australian grid, with participat¬ 
ing households benefiting with 


significant savings in their en¬ 
ergy bills.” A trial phase will begin 
with 1,100 public housing prop¬ 
erties, each supphed with a 5kW 
solar panel system Tesla battery. 

Following the trial, the sys¬ 
tems will be installed at a further 
24,000 public housing properties 
before the scheme is opened up to 
other South Australians over the 
next four years. The government 
is also set to look for an energy 
retailer to dehver the programme 
to add more competition to the 
market. 

The rollout will be supported 
by the state government through 
a A$2mn (US$1.6mn) grant and 
a A$30mn loan from a taxpayer 
renewable technology fund. Tesla 
said in a statement to AFP that the 
virtual power plant would have 
250 megawatts of solar energy 
and 650 megawatt hours of bat¬ 
tery storage. “At key moments, 
the virtual power plant could pro - 
vide as much capacity as a large 
gas turbine or coal power plant,” 
the company added. 

Australia is one of the world’s 
largest producers of coal and gas 
but the South Australian blackout 
raised questions about its energy 
security. Several ageing coal-fired 
power plants have closed, while 
strong demand for gas exports 
and a rise in onshore gas drilhng 
bans have fuelled concerns of a 
looming domestic energy short¬ 
age in the next few years. 


Spectacle in the sky 



A Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) SAAB JAS 39 Gripen fighter aircraft performs an aerial display during 
a media preview for the Singapore Airshow in Singapore. 



A South Korean Air Force Black Eagles aerobatic team performs an aerial display during a media 
preview for the Singapore Airshow. 



An Indonesian Air Force (TNI-AU) Jupiter aerobatic team performs 
an aerial display at the Singapore Airshow. 


Australia won’t fund mega Adani mine rail link 


AFP 

Sydney 


E mbattled Indian miner 
Adani’s plans for a massive 
coal project in Australia 
has been dealt another blow af¬ 
ter the government confirmed 
yesterday it would not fund a rail 
link to the facility. 

The development of the con¬ 
troversial US$16bn Carmichael 
mine near the Great Barrier Reef 
is set to be one of the world’s 


largest. But it has been delayed 
by several years amid regulatory 
and legal hurdles. 

While a lease was granted in 
2016, Adani is still seeking to 
secure funding for the first stage 
of a A$lbn (US$790mn) govern¬ 
ment loan for a vital 189-km rail 
line linking the mine to a port. 
But government frontbencher 
Karen Andrews said such a loan 
would not be forthcoming from 
Canberra amid opposition from 
the state government. 

“For there to be money avail¬ 


able through NAIF (Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Fund), 
that will require the support of 
the Queensland (state) Labor 
government,” Liberal MP An¬ 
drews told Sky News Australia. 
“They are not going to provide 
that, so the advice that I’ve been 
given from the resources minis¬ 
ter is that the financing will not 
proceed.” 

The Queensland Labor gov¬ 
ernment campaigned against 
the rail loan last year in state 
elections. Andrews said she was 


hopeful the project would still 
go ahead, adding that the mine 
“is actually very, very important 
for employment and jobs in the 
northern part of Australia”. 

Several global banks have al¬ 
ready said they would avoid the 
project amid a growing shift 
away from investing in fossil fu¬ 
els. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Adani Australia. 
Adani last year cancelled a con¬ 
ditional A$2bn contract with 
mining services giant Downer to 


develop and run the mine, say¬ 
ing it would manage the mine on 
its own to keep costs down. The 
mega mine is opposed by envi¬ 
ronmentalists, who claim it will 
harm the World Heritage-list 
Barrier Reef - already threat¬ 
ened by climate change - off 
Australia’s northeastern coast. 

The Indian conglomerate 
forecasts it will produce 60mn 
tonnes of thermal coal a year for 
export and estimates it will gen¬ 
erate 10,000 direct and indirect 
jobs. 
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Publishers call on Man Booker prize to drop US authors 


Guardian News and Media 

London 


T ensions over the decision 
to allow US authors to en¬ 
ter the Man Booker prize 
have flared up yet again, with 30 
publishers signing a letter urging 
the prize organisers to reverse 
the change, or risk a “homog¬ 
enised literary future”. 

The letter, which was intended 
to be private and has been seen 
by the Guardian, argues that the 
rule change to allow any writer 


writing in English and published 
in the UK to enter has restricted 
the diversity of the prize and led 
to the domination of American 
authors since it came into effect 
in 2014. 

Previously, the prize only al¬ 
lowed citizens from Common¬ 
wealth countries and the Repub¬ 
lic of Ireland to enter. 

“The rule change, which pre¬ 
sumably had the intention of 
making the prize more global, has 
in fact made it less so, by allowing 
the dominance of Anglo-Ameri¬ 
can writers at the expense of oth¬ 


ers; and risks turning the prize, 
which was once a brilliant mech¬ 
anism for bringing the world’s 
Enghsh-language writers to the 
attention of the world’s biggest 
Enghsh-language market, into 
one that is no longer serving the 
readers in that market... (It) will 
therefore be increasingly ig¬ 
nored,” the letter claims. 

Mark Richards, publisher at 
John Murray, confirmed that the 
letter had not yet been sent to 
the trustees of the Booker Foun¬ 
dation. “There is a letter circu¬ 
lating that we hope, once sent. 


will start a constructive discus¬ 
sion with the Booker Founda¬ 
tion,” he said. 

Responses to the rule change 
have been varied since it came 
in. When it was first announced, 
author Philip Hensher wrote: 
“I don’t think I’ve ever heard so 
many novelists say, as over the 
last two or three days. Well, we 
might as well just give up, then.’ ” 

Julian Barnes, who won the 
Booker in 2011, branded the 
change “straightforwardly 
daft”; broadcaster Melvyn Bragg 
said the prize might lose its dis¬ 


tinctiveness; and Susan Hill, 
who judged the prize twice and 
was shortlisted once, wrote: 
“Not sure I can see a reason for 
this. Why can’t we have a prize 
of our own?” 

But others have been support¬ 
ive. Nobel winner Kazuo Ishig- 
uro, who won the 1989 prize, 
said “the world has changed and 
it no longer makes sense to split 
up the writing world in this way”. 

Alastair Niven, a prize judge 
in 2014, said: “I don’t think that 
writers in this country have any 
reason to be paranoiac or timid 


about competition from the 
US. They should welcome the 
challenge. If American liter¬ 
ary awards don’t include British 
writing then more fool them. It’s 
just another example of America 
First. Surely we don’t want to 
encourage a Britain First men¬ 
tality here.” 

Since the rule was changed 
in 2014, there have been two US 
winners: George Saunders in 
2017 for Lincoln in the Bardo, 
and Paul Beatty in 2016, for his 
satirical novel The Sellout. The 
other two winners - Richard 


Flanagan and Marlon James - 
are Australian and Jamaican, re¬ 
spectively. 

Arguing that the rule change 
“isn’t even popular in America”, 
the letter refers to a 2017 article 
by Washington Post critic Ron 
Charles, who wrote in a piece 
titled “Dear Britain, Please Take 
Your Booker Prize Home”: “For 
any serious reader of fiction in 
this country, the Americanisa¬ 
tion of the Booker prize is a lost 
opportunity to learn about great 
books that haven’t already been 
widely heralded.” 


Tory county 
council runs out 
of cash to meet 
obligations 


Guardian News and Media 

London 


A Conservative-run county 
council has signalled it is 
close to effective bank¬ 
ruptcy after admitting that “se¬ 
vere financial challenges” mean 
it is unable to meet its financial 
obligations in the current year. 

Northamptonshire county 
council has issued a Section 114 
notice imposing financial con¬ 
trols and banning expenditure on 
all services except for its statu¬ 
tory obligations to safeguard 
vulnerable people. 

A Section 114 notice is effec¬ 
tively an admission that a coun¬ 
cil does not have resources to 
meet current expenditure, that 
its financial reserves are depleted 
and that it has little confidence 
that it can bring spending under 
control in the near future. It is 
understood Northamptonshire 
is the first local authority to is¬ 
sue a Section 114 notice for two 
decades. 

The news comes weeks after 
the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion (LGA) warned that years of 
shrinking budgets, coupled with 
increased pressure on social 
care and child protection serv¬ 
ices, would leave many councils 
“close to the edge”. The LGA es¬ 
timates that councils in England 
face an overall funding gap of 
£5.8bn by 2020. Although coun¬ 
cils cannot technically go bank¬ 
rupt, a Section 114 may force 
central government to intervene 
to ensure that local services are 
sustainable. 

The council said: “The notice 
has been served in light of the 
severe financial challenge facing 
the authority and the significant 
risk that it will not be in a posi¬ 
tion to deliver a balanced budget 
by the end of the year. 


“Councillors have 21 days to 
discuss the implications of the 
Section 114 notice and this is due 
to be addressed at the full council 
meeting on February 22. The no¬ 
tice does not affect staff pay and 
the council will continue to meet 
its statutory functions.” 

Northamptonshire revealed in 
December that it would increase 
council tax by 5% in 2018-19 
while cutting its spending by 
£34mn. Councillors said this 
was necessary to meet soaring 
demand for services at a time 
when central funding was being 
slashed. 

It is understood that the coun¬ 
cil is facing a £10mn overspend 
on its budget this year, mainly 
driven by rising demand in adult 
social care services. The finan¬ 
cial situation has been exacer¬ 
bated by forecasts that £27mn of 
hoped-for savings this year have 
failed to materialise. 

Andrew Gwynne, the shadow 
secretary of state for communi¬ 
ties and local government, said: 
“The failure of this Tory-run 
council shows that their ap¬ 
proach to managing our public 
services doesn’t work. 

“There have been deeply wor¬ 
rying reports for a number of 
months that this council was 
failing in its duty to the people 
of Northamptonshire - and now 
these people will pay the price 
for this negligence.” 

An independent investigation 
into alleged financial and gov¬ 
ernance failings at the council 
was announced by the Com¬ 
munities and Local Govern¬ 
ment Secretary, Sajid Javid, last 
month. 

A spokesperson for the minis¬ 
try of housing, communities and 
local government said: “It would 
not be appropriate for us to com¬ 
ment while the inspection is on¬ 
going.” 



Home Secretary Amber Rudd appears on the BBC’s Anc/rewMarr Show yesterday. 


Cabinet united on Brexit 
trade strategy: Rudd 


Guardian News and Media 

London 


A mber Rudd has tried to 
quell threats by Brexiters 
of a challenge to Theresa 
May’s leadership following re¬ 
ports that Eurosceptic MPs are 
getting ready to move against 
the prime minister if she tries to 
keep the UK in a customs union. 

After claims that Boris 
Johnson, Michael Gove and 
Jacob Rees-Mogg could form a 
“dream team” to stop the prime 
minister’s alleged plan, re¬ 
ported in the Sunday Times, the 
home secretary said the gov¬ 
ernment would come forward 
with proposals which would 


command support across the 
House of Commons. 

“I have a surprise for the 
Brexiteers which is the (Cabi¬ 
net) committee that meets in 
order to help make these deci¬ 
sions is more united than they 
think,” she told BBCl’s Andrew 
Marr Show. 

“We meet in the committee. 
We meet privately for discus¬ 
sions. I think that we will ar¬ 
rive at something which suits 
us all. There will be choices to 
be made within that but we all 
want the same thing which is to 
arrive at a deal which works for 
the UK.” 

The damaging row has flared 
up after the prime minister 
did not rule out such an ar¬ 


rangement, which would limit 
Britain’s ability to reach free 
trade agreements with non-EU 
countries, but failed to say what 
she thought should happen. 

Tensions are running high 
before a crucial week for Brexit, 
during which the prime minis¬ 
ter and key Cabinet ministers 
will meet over two days to ham¬ 
mer out details of a final deal 
that can keep all Tory factions 
on board. 

Asked about a customs union. 
May told Sky News on Friday: 
“^^^at I want to do is ensure 
that we have got the best pos¬ 
sible trade arrangements with 
China and with other countries 
around the world once we have 
left the European Union.” 


The Sunday Times reported 
that Johnson had told plotters 
he would be ready for a future 
contest and said “the cavalry 
is coming” to block a customs 
union plan when the Brexit 
cabinet committee meets this 
week. 

It is understood that John¬ 
son does plan to argue against 
a customs union this week but 
has no plans to challenge May 
and still openly backs her. 

Some Brexiter MPs have 
confirmed to the Guardian 
that they are hoping that, at 
some point, the foreign sec¬ 
retary will form a team with 
Gove, the environment secre¬ 
tary alongside Rees-Mogg, the 
leading figure in the Economic 


Research Group (ERG). 

It is understood that Rees- 
Mogg has distanced himself 
from reports of a pact with Gove 
and Johnson. 

Rudd acknowledged that a 
deal would probably involve 
some form of customs “ar¬ 
rangement” or “partnership” 
with the EU, but said May had 
an “open mind” as to how that 
could be achieved. 

“We a want frictionless trade 
at the border, we want to make 
sure that there is no border on 
the island of Ireland and we 
want to make sure that we can 
do trade deals outside of the 
European Union. That is the 
deal we are looking for,” she 
said. 


Tory Brexiters likened 
to snake oil sellers 


Guardian News and Media 

London 


I I |he former Cabinet secretary 

I Gus O’Donnell has com- 
pared Brexiter ministers 
and MPs to snake oil sellers after 
sustained attacks upon senior civil 
servants for lacking impartiality. 

Lord O’DonneU, who served 
imder Tony Blair, Gordon Brown 
and David Cameron, said attacks 
on Whitehall officials were “com¬ 
pletely crazy” and “ridiculous”. 

His comments foUow claims by 
the Brexit minister Steve Baker, 
who rubbished government fore¬ 
casts, and prominent Tory Brexiter 
Jacob Rees-Mogg, who accused 
the Treasury of “fiddling the fig¬ 
ures” to show Britain would be 
worse off outside the EU, whatever 
the outcome of the negotiations. 

O’Donnell said honesty and ob¬ 
jectivity ran through the core of 
civil servants “hke a stick of rock’l 
and the forecasts which came from 
Whitehall would have been made 
in good faith. 

“(Civil servants) look at the 


evidence and we go where it is,” he 
said. “Of course if you are selling 
snake oil, you don’t like the idea of 
experts testing your products. 

“And I think that’s what we’ve 
got, this backlash against evidence 
and experts is because they know 
where the experts wiU go.” 

Responding to claims officials 
distorted their analysis, the former 
civil servant told ITV’s Peston On 
Sunday show: “I think that’s com¬ 
pletely crazy. The truth is civil 
servants operate by the civil serv¬ 
ice code. The values are honesty, 
objectivity, integrity, impartiality. 

“Their job is to look at the evi¬ 
dence and present it as best they 
can, analyse the uncertainties ... 
but that’s what they do, they’re 
objective and impartial. 

“And I think what you find is 
that tends to get accepted very 
nicely when it agrees with some¬ 
one’s prior beliefs, but actually, 
when someone doesn’t like the 
answer, quite often they decide to 
shoot the messenger.” 

Nigel Lawson, who was chan¬ 
cellor under Margaret Thatcher, 
also recently claimed that officials 


would attempt to frustrate Brexit 
because they were opposed to 
“radical change’! 

On Saturday, a predecessor of 
O’Donnell accused Brexiters who 
blame civil servants for trying 
to sabotage Britain’s withdrawal 
from the EU of using tactics simi¬ 
lar to those of rightwing German 
nationalists during the two world 
wars. 

“‘Dolchstoss’ means ‘stab in the 
backf’ Lord Turnbull told the Ob¬ 
server. “After World War I there 
was an armistice, but the German 
army was then treated as the los¬ 
ers. Then, at the start of the Nazi 
era, the ‘stab-in-the back’ theme 
developed. 

“It argued that ‘our great army 
was never defeated, but it was 
stabbed in the back by the civil¬ 
ians, liberals, communists, so- 
ciahsts and Jews! This is what I 
think these critics are trying to do. 
They are losing the argument in 
the sense that they are unable to 
make their extravagant promises 
stack up, and so they turn and say: 
‘Things would be OK if the civil 
service weren’t obstructing us.’ ” 


Clowning around 



Clowns perform as they arrive for the annual 
Grimaldi Memorial Service at the All Saints church 
in east London yesterday. The service takes place 
to celebrate the father of modern clowning, Joseph 
Grimaldi, who died in 1837. 


One dead in cylinder 
blast at care home 


Guardian News and Media 

London 


A n elderly man has died and 
another person is criti¬ 
cally injured after a fire 
thought to have been caused by 
an explosion at a residential care 
home. 

Emergency crews were called 
to the Woodlands View in Steve¬ 
nage, Hertfordshire, after a “mi¬ 
nor explosion” caused by an oxy¬ 
gen cylinder. Eight fire engines 
were sent to the scene. 

One resident, in his 80s, was 
in the room where the fire start¬ 
ed and died later in hospital. Six 
other people were injured, in¬ 
cluding another resident who is 
in a critical condition. 

Darryl Keen, chief fire offic¬ 
er and director of community 
protection at Hertfordshire 
county council, said: “There 
were 41 people in the premises 
at the time of the fire, many of 
these self-evacuated but fire¬ 
fighters completed five rescues 
and assisted another 10 from 
the property. All 41 residents, 
staff and visitors, were as¬ 
sessed by the ambulance serv¬ 


ice. The fire was out by 5pm.” 

The home was acquired by 
HC-One in August 2017, and the 
council said it would continue to 
work with the provider to ensure 
the welfare of residents affected 
by the fire. 

“The care home providers 
are doing everything possible to 
contact relatives of residents to 
keep them updated with the lat¬ 
est information,” an update on 
the council’s website said. 

It added: “The joint response 
from all the emergency services 
has been commendable. An in¬ 
vestigation into the cause of the 
fire will now be carried out. Our 
thoughts are with all those af¬ 
fected.” 

Woodland View is a complex 
of six separate buildings with 
about 25 residents in each unit. 

In June, when the home was 
owned by Bupa, an inspection 
by the Care Quality Commission 
found it “required improvement” 
in all areas including safety. 

The CQC report said: “The 
service was not consistently safe. 
People’s individual risks were 
assessed, however, this was not 
consistent and some needs were 
not risk assessed.” 
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POLITICS 



Ukraine opposition figure and former Georgia 
president Mikheii Saakashviii addresses 
supporters at a raiiy in Kiev yesterday. 


CLEAR GOAL 

Erdogan rejects option of 
partnership with EU 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
rejected proposais of a partnership with the EU, 
insisting fuii membership to the bioc is the oniy 
option, in an interview pubiished yesterday. The 
EU must “keep its promises” to Turkey, Erdogan 
toid itaiy’s Stampa newspaper, ahead of his 
arrivai in Rome yesterday evening for a 24-hour 
visit. “The EU is biocking access to negotiations 
and suggests that iack of progress is because of 
us. It’s unfair,” he said. “We want fuii membership. 
Other options are not satisfactory.” He stressed 
the country’s “important” role stemming the 
flow of migrants to Europe, which he said offered 
“security and stability” to the continent. 



A father pulls his daughter up a flight of stairs 
in Kolomenskoye museum-reserve during a 
snowfall in Moscow yesterday. 


WINTERFARE 

Man killed as record 
snowfall hits Moscow 

At least one person died and several were 
Injured after Moscow experienced its heaviest 
day of snowfall since records began, the city’s 
mayor and agencies said yesterday. Russia’s 
meteorological service said Moscow had seen 
more than half its average monthly snowfall In 
the space of 24 hours, with 43cm blanketing the 
capital by yesterday morning, agencies reported. 
“One person died from a falling tree that hit 
an electric power line,” Moscow mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin said on his VKontakte social media 
page, adding that 2000 trees had already been 
brought down by the extreme weather. “Five 
have been injured. Weather will get worse.” 


IMBROGLIO 

Catalans urged to pick new 
leader who respects law 

Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy yesterday 
called on Catalan separatists to choose a 
regional leader who respects the law to replace 
exiled former leader Carles Puigdemont, who 
faces arrest if he returns to Spain. Addressing 
conservative Popular Party (PP) faithful in the 
southern town of Cordoba, Rajoysald he hoped 
the separatists would choose someone “who 
sees things another way and who says, ‘I am 
a political leader and that’s why I am going to 
respect the law, because it’s my obligation and 
that’s what happens In democratic countries’.” 
Puigdemont remains In self-imposed exile In 
Belgium and faces arrest If he returns to Spain. 


Germany waits 
for outcome of 
coalition talks 


Reuters 

Berlin 


G erman Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said yesterday that her 
conservatives faced tough ne¬ 
gotiations with the Social Democrats 
(SPD) as they strive to form a ruling 
coalition, and it was unclear when 
they would be able to wrap up the 
talks. 

More than four months after a na¬ 
tional election, Europe's largest econ¬ 
omy and pre - eminent power broker is 
in political paralysis, causing concern 
among investors and partner coun¬ 
tries that policymaking on issues such 
as Britain's looming departure from 
the European Union and eurozone re¬ 
form may be held up. 

The conservatives and SPD had 
set themselves yesterday deadline to 
agree on renewing the “grand coali¬ 
tion" that has governed since 2013 but 
some politicians said the discussions 
could run into today or tomorrow. 

Even then, SPD grassroots mem¬ 
bers will still need to vote on any deal. 

“It's not yet possible to say how long 
it will last — we did good groundwork 
yesterday but there are still important 
issues that need to be resolved," Mer¬ 


kel, in office for 12 years, said before 
heading into negotiations at the SPD 
headquarters. 

Asked on ARD television if the ne¬ 
gotiations could still fail, senior con¬ 
servative Reiner Haseloff said: “I don't 
think so. I hope not. I can't think of any 
topic that is insurmountable." 

The parties agreed yesterday to 
invest more than 2bn euros in social 
housing by 2021, to spend up to 12bn 
euros on expanding broadband and to 
channel 33bn euros to municipalities 
for various projects including child¬ 
care. 

They have also ticked off migration, 
energy and agriculture in recent days 
too but the most contentious issues — 
labour rules and healthcare have yet 
to be resolved. 

As he arrived for talks, SPD leader 
Martin Schulz said the sides had 
edged closer on many issues but re¬ 
mained at odds over an SPD demand 
to abolish fixed-term employment 
contracts and its call to replace Ger¬ 
many's dual public-private health¬ 
care system with one insurance sys¬ 
tem for all. 

Healthcare and labour policy are 
crucial for the SPD as it tries to con¬ 
vince its 443,000 members — many 
of whom oppose forming another 


awkward partnership with Merkel af¬ 
ter their party suffered its worst post¬ 
war result in September's election. 

“I think agreements are possible 
but they still haven't been reached," 
Schulz said. “Ultimately it's neces¬ 
sary to take the time you need to cre¬ 
ate a stable foundation for a stable 
government." 

The conservatives have rejected 
SPD calls for sweeping reform of 
health insurance and talks are now 
expected to focus on improving public 
healthcare, such as by changing bill¬ 
ing rules for doctors, who earn more 
by treating private patients. 

In labour market policy, Merkel's 
bloc does not want to ban fixed-term 
contracts, but has offered to prevent 
the repeated renewal of such con¬ 
tracts as a compromise. 

SPD negotiator Manuela Schwesig, 
aware of the need to push through 
distinctive SPD policies to sell the 
deal to the party at large, said: “We've 
promised our members that we'll ne¬ 
gotiate until the other side squeals, 
and we'll do that." 

The parties planned to negotiate 
until midnight and if they had not 
managed to conclude talks by then, 
they will resume at the SPD head¬ 
quarters today, sources said. 


Anastasiades set to win Cyprus vote 


AFP 

Nicosia 


C ypriot President Nicos Anas¬ 
tasiades yesterday won re- 
election at a run-off, exit polls 
said, seeing off a leftist challenger 
with vows to restart talks to unify the 
island and cement an economic re¬ 
covery. 

An estimate from state broadcaster 
CyBC said the conservative incum¬ 
bent scooped between 54.5% and 
59.5% of votes in the Greek-majority 
European Union member, ahead of 
Communist-backed Stavros Malas on 
40.5%-45.5%. 

Two other polls from private 
broadcasters gave similar figures. 


Apathy has been on the rise after 
a lacklustre campaign — especially 
among young voters — and the final 
official turnout stood at 73%. 

At one polling station in Nicosia 
the focus was firmly on reunification 
efforts and the economy. 

“I voted for Anastasiades as I think 
he is the perfect choice to run the coun¬ 
try at this time," petrol station owner 
George Soughs, 73, told AFP. “In the 
future he wiU continue to do a lot on the 
economy and Cyprus problem." 

As ever, the nearly 44-year division 
of the eastern Mediterranean island 
between the internationally recog¬ 
nised Republic of Cyprus in the south 
and a Turkish-backed statelet in the 
north loomed large over the vote. 

Anastasiades, 71, has pledged fresh 


talks with Turkish Cypriot leader 
Mustafa Akinci despite the acrimoni¬ 
ous collapse last July of UN-backed 
negotiations that came closer than 
ever to sealing a deal. 

Dovish former health minister 
Malas, 50, had slammed his opponent 
for not going far enough to achieve a 
deal — but voters appeared unwilling 
to take the risk on the challenger. 

Despite the promises of a new peace 
push, there is deep scepticism that 
any progress can be made to over¬ 
come issues including the presence of 
40,000 Turkish troops in the north. 

Relations between the Turkish and 
Greek Cypriot sides remain tense, and 
there is little sign that a nationalist 
government in Ankara will be willing 
to budge. 


Carnival finery! 



A masked reveller poses during the Venice Carnival yesterday. 


‘Woman’s murder’ triggered Italy shooting 


AFP 

Macerata, Italy 


A far-right supporter suspected 
of wounding six Africans in a 
shooting spree in central Italy 
said the “trigger" for his attacks was 
the murder of an Italian woman, alleg¬ 
edly by a Nigerian asylum seeker, ac¬ 
cording to media reports yesterday. 

Luca Traini was arrested and taken 
into custody after drive-by attacks in 
the town of Macerata wounded five 
men and one woman from Ghana, Mali 
and Nigeria on Saturday. 

It came a day after a Nigerian asy¬ 
lum-seeker and drug dealer was ar¬ 
rested in the same town for the mur¬ 
der of an 18-year-old woman, whose 
dismembered body was discovered in 
suitcases. 

“I was driving to the gym when I 
heard on the radio about the 18-year- 
old girl," daily newspaper Corriere della 
Sera quoted him as telling investigators. 

“Instinctively I turned around, I 
went home, I opened the safe and took 
the pistol and decided to kill them all." 

After the shootings, Traini, 28, al¬ 
legedly got out of his car, made a fas¬ 
cist salute with a tricolour Italian flag 
draped over his shoulders and shouted 
‘Viva Italia' and ‘Italy for Italians', me¬ 
dia reports said. 

Police who raided his mother's home 


found far-right literature, including a 
copy of Adolf Hitler's manifesto Mein 
Kampf and a book by fascist dictator 
Benito Mussolini. 

Interior Minister Marco Minniti 
said the attack was part of a culture 
“of right-wing extremism with clear 
reference to fascism and Nazism" and 
deplored that the sole link between the 
victims was “the colour of their skin". 

He said the “criminal act" was 
prompted by “racial hatred" and had 
been prepared in advance. 

The man allegedly opened fire in 
eight areas in the town and also targeted 
the office of the centre-left Democratic 
Party in a two-hour terror spree in the 
sleepy town of 43,000 people, press re¬ 
ports said. 

One victim was seriously injured in 
the thorax, the reports said. 

The other five had lesser injuries. 

A Nigerian man who was shot in the 
thigh while buying cigarettes on the 
street, telling a television channel from 
his hospital bed that he was in great 
pain, adding: “It's very serious." 

Traini is a member of the far-right 
anti-immigration Northern League 
party and had run in local elections last 
year. 

Media reports said police found a 
gun in the man's vehicle, a black Alfa 
Romeo. 

“Someone who shoots is a delin¬ 
quent, irrespective of the colour of his 


skin," said Northern league chief Mat- 
teo Salvini, ahead of legislative elec¬ 
tions on March 4. 

“I'm in a hurry to be in government 
to bring back security, social justice and 
serenity to Italy," he said. 

Italian Prime Minister Paolo Gen- 
tiloni meanwhile made a pitch for unity 
after Saturday's incident, saying: “Hate 
and violence will not divide us." 

Italians head to the polls in national 
elections next month, with immigra¬ 
tion shaping up to be a key issue. 

The country is a favoured landing 
point on Europe's southern coastline 
for migrants making the perilous jour¬ 
ney across the Mediterranean, often 
aboard unseaworthy boats, to enter the 
continent. 

But 2017 was a turning point for It¬ 
aly: the country went from large-scale 
arrivals in the first six months to a 
sharp drop-off, thanks to controversial 
agreement between the EU and Libya. 

Some 119,000 people landed in Italy 
last year, down 35% on 2016. 

The Northern League is part of a 
populist coalition tipped to do well in 
the elections. 

According to opinion polls, the alli¬ 
ance between ex-prime minister Sil¬ 
vio Berlusconi's centre-right Forza 
Italia (Go Italy), the post-fascist Fr- 
atelli d'ltalia (Italian Brothers) and the 
Northern League leads with more than 
35% ahead of the March 4 vote. 


Greeks rally in Athens over Macedonia name row 



Greeks demonstrate to urge the government not to compromise in the festering name row with 
neighbouring Macedonia, in front of the parliament at the Syntagma Square in Athens. 


Reuters 

Athens 


H undreds of thousands 
of Greeks rallied yester¬ 
day outside parliament 
in Athens to protest against the 
use of the term Macedonia in 
any settlement the government 
pursues with the ex-Yugoslav 
Republic to end a decades-old 
name row. 

The two countries have agreed 
to step up negotiations, medi¬ 
ated by the United Nations, this 
year to settle the dispute, which 
has frustrated the aspirations of 
Greece's small northern neigh¬ 
bour to join Nato and the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

Thoroughfares in central Ath¬ 
ens turned into a sea of people 
waving blue and white Greek 
flags in what locals said was the 
largest gathering in decades, eas¬ 
ily outdoing rallies against aus¬ 
terity foisted by lenders on the 
crisis-hit country. 

Greece objects to Macedonia's 
name because it has its own re¬ 


gion called Macedonia, and ar¬ 
gues that its neighbour's use of 
the name, along with contentious 
articles in its constitution, imply 
territorial claims over Greek land. 

Protesters hoisted a giant 
Greek flag over the demonstra¬ 
tion with a crane on Sunday. 

They held banners reading 
“Hands off Macedonia!" and 
chanted the national anthem. 

“I'm here for Macedonia. Mac - 
edonia is ours, it's part of Greece. 
We won't let them take it from 
us," said 72-year old Persefoni 
Platsouri clutching a Greek flag. 

The case evokes strong emo¬ 
tions among Greeks who con¬ 
sider Macedonia, the ancient 
kingdom ruled by Alexander the 
Great, to be an integral part of 
their homeland and heritage. 

Talks also reopened at a sen¬ 
sitive time for a country which 
is struggling to emerge from its 
worst debt crisis in decades and 
to regain sovereignty over eco¬ 
nomic policy-making after years 
of austerity mandated by inter¬ 
national lenders. 

Among yesterday's speak¬ 


ers was world-renowned Greek 
composer Mikis Theodorakis, 
who said the eight-year econom¬ 
ic crisis had not wiped Greece's 
history from people's memories. 

“If we give in, we are leaving 
the doors wide open for a tragic 
historical lie to come through 
and stay forever," the 93-year- 
old leftist, a symbol of resistance 
against the 1967-1974 military 
junta, told a cheering crowd. 

Talks between the two coun¬ 
tries have been inconclusive 
since the Balkan state broke away 
from Yugoslavia in 1991. 

Due to Greece's objections, 
Macedonia was admitted to the 
United Nations with the provi¬ 
sional name “The Former Yugoslav 
Repubhc of Macedonia" in 1993, 
which remains its official title in 
international organisations. A ma¬ 
jority of countries in the world re¬ 
fer to it simply as Macedonia. 

Greece's leftist-led government 
has proposed a compoimd name, 
with a geographical qualifier, 
which would be the only name that 
could be used for the country. 

But opinion polls in recent 


weeks have shown a majority of 
Greeks oppose the use of “Mac¬ 
edonia" in any solution. 

About 300,000 people turned 
out at a demonstration on Janu¬ 
ary 21 in Thessaloniki, capital of 
Greece's Macedonia region. 

The issue has also strained re¬ 
lations between Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras' Syriza party and 
his small coalition ally, the right- 
wing Independent Greeks. The 
coalition government controls 154 
seats in the 300 - seat parhament. 

The Macedonia issue helped 
bring down Greece's conserva¬ 
tive government in 1993; the 
same party, now in opposition, 
has criticised Tsipras' adminis¬ 
tration for its negotiating tactics. 

Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias 
said last week that Greece is pre¬ 
paring proposals which would 
be the basis of negotiations for a 
settlement with its neighbouring 
country. 

“Here are the borders. This is 
Macedonia... Macedonia is Greek, 
no one can take this name, no one 
can use it," said protester Rania 
Mainou, pointing on a map. 
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Delhi markets reopen after 2-day strike against sealing 


IANS 

New Delhi 


M arkets in the national 
capital reopened yes¬ 
terday after a two-day 
strike by thousands of commer¬ 
cial establishments protesting 
against the recent sealing drive 
by the municipal corporations of 
Delhi. 

The shutdown had been called 
by the Confederation of All India 
Traders (GAIT). 

“After two days of Delhi Trade 
Bandh called by GAIT against 


sealing, the markets in Delhi 
opened today restoring the busi¬ 
ness activities to normal trade 
though markets observing Sun¬ 
day as a weekly holiday remained 
closed,” the traders’ association 
said in a statement. 

“The proposals of DDA (Del¬ 
hi Development Authority) for 
amendment in Master Plan 2021 
are very confusing since every 
proposal contains certain riders 
and conditions which are difficult 
to follow and as such the basic ob - 
ject of bringing proposals to pro¬ 
vide rehef to traders from sealing 
will be highly defeated, according 


to prominent traders,” it said. 

GAIT secretary - general 
Praveen Khandelwal said it ap¬ 
peared that the DDA propos¬ 
als were drafted “in great haste 
without considering its compli¬ 
ance obligations and impact”. 

“It will be more appropriate 
if the central government sus¬ 
pends the sealing by bringing a 
law in the parliament for at least 
six months, and during this pe¬ 
riod after having a detailed and 
thoughtful study, the proposals 
to amend the Master Plan should 
be drafted to give relief from 
sealing,” he said. 


GAIT on Saturday said it has 
sent a “traders’ charter” to the 
government suggesting that it 
take necessary steps to mitigate 
traders’ problems on account of 
the sealing drive. 

“Though appreciating the 
proposals mooted by DDA for 
amending the Master Plan to 
bring relief to traders from seal¬ 
ing, the GAIT has sent a 12-point 
traders’ charter to Hardeep Puri, 
union minister for Urban De¬ 
velopment, urging him to take 
necessary steps to mitigate the 
problems of the traders on ac¬ 
count of sealing,” it said. 


On Friday, the DDA approved 
changes to the city’s Master Plan 
- in a move to provide relief to 
traders hit by the sealing drive - 
on a day hundreds of thousands 
of traders pulled down their 
shutters to protest against the 
sealing. 

The sealing drive was being 
carried out against business es¬ 
tablishments using residential 
areas for commercial purposes 
without paying conversion 
charges. 

DDA’s proposed amendments 
to the Master Plan include in¬ 
creasing Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 


of local shopping complexes 
from existing 180% to 300% and 
regularising agricultural ware¬ 
houses on 12m-wide roads. 

Though the DDA has approved 
the proposed amendments, the 
traders continued with their 
shutdown on Saturday. 

According to the GAIT, the 
charter sent to the government 
includes among other steps 
keeping status quo in special 
areas till the time its redevelop¬ 
ment plan is prepared and im¬ 
plemented. 

“The plot size in LSGs should 
be increased from 175m to 


250m,” the traders’ body urged 
the government. 

“While regularising and en¬ 
hancing the FAR, the condition 
of parking availability should be 
withdrawn, three colonies - Great¬ 
er Kailash, Green Park and South 
Extension - developed by DLF 
should be enlisted on the hst of re - 
habilitation colonies developed by 
DLF,” the statement added. 

GAIT also urged that commer¬ 
cial use of basements should be 
allowed uniformly in any street 
and the limit of paying conver¬ 
sion charges should be fixed for 
10 years. 


MP slams RS 
deputy chief 
on being 
called ‘mad’ 


IANS 

New Delhi 


A Rajya Sabha member 
of the Gongress said he 
was feeling “depressed, 
dejected and ashamed” at be¬ 
ing called “mad and a laughing 
stock” by the Ghair on Friday, 
even though the remarks were 
later expunged. 

In a letter to Rajya Sabha Dep¬ 
uty Ghairman P J Kurien, dated 
February 3, and shared with the 
media yesterday, Gongress MP K 
V P Ramachandra Rao has lashed 
out at Kurien. 

He said the use of those words 
were “not any humiliation for 
me but... certainly a great hu¬ 
miliation for the people of my 
state (Andhra Pradesh), who 
were agitating for fulfilment of 
their legitimate rights”. 

On Friday, after the upper 
house of parliament met, Rao 
stood near the chairman’s po¬ 
dium, displaying a placard. 

While a number of opposition 
members from various parties 
stood to the left of the podium 
raising the issue of police high¬ 
handedness against Muslims 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Kasganj, Rao 
stood silently on the right side, 
with his back to the Ghair and 
flaunting the placard. 

Rao was apparently express¬ 
ing his displeasure at the al¬ 
leged “continuous apathy” of 
the central government towards 
Andhra Pradesh and the non- 
implementation of the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganisation Act, 
2014 in its “true spirit”. 

The state that was bifurcated 
in 2014 had been seeking special 
development packages from the 
Gentre. 

As Rao stood near the podium, 
he caught the attention of Kur¬ 
ien who was presiding over the 
House. Kurien asked Rao to stop 


but when the latter ignored his 
instructions, Kurien wondered 
if Rao had gone “mad” and was 
thus behaving this way. 

Kurien also asked Gongress 
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad to in¬ 
tervene and ask Rao to go back 
to his seat. However, Kurien had 
shortly afterwards expunged the 
word “mad” and its subsequent 
references from the records of 
the House. 

In his letter, Rao wrote: “For 
the first time in life, I could not 
console myself last night with a 
deep feeling of depression and 
dejection and felt ashamed being 
the Member of Parliament who 
was compelled to stay a silent 
spectator during the bifurcation 
of Andhra Pradesh in the name 
of parliamentary customs and 
conventions... 

“...And now being referred to 
by Ghair as ‘mad and laughing 
stock’ solely because of demo¬ 
cratically demanding the central 
government to implement the A 
P Reorganisation Act and fulfil 
the constitutional commitments 
made to the people of the state.” 

After seeing the “apathy” of 
the central government towards 
Andhra Pradesh and its people 
during the last four years, “I wish 
I would have been mad rather 
than sitting idle in the House” 
witnessing the injustice being 
done to the state by the union 
government, which has the con¬ 
stitutional obligation to fulfil the 
promises made during the proc¬ 
ess of bifurcation, Rao said. 

While Rao began his letter on 
a philosophical note, quoting 
Plato who called madness as the 
“divine release of the soul from 
the yoke of custom and conven¬ 
tion”, the Gongress MP conclud¬ 
ed by saying that he wished to 
continue his fight for the rights 
of the people of his state and 
felt “proud even when termed as 
mad for the sake of people”. 



BJP workers attend a rally addressed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Bengaluru yesterday. 


Throw out Congress 
govt in Karnataka: PM 


IANS 

Bengaluru 


I t’s time for the Gongress’ 
exit from Karnataka, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said yesterday, and urged the 
people of the state to throw the 
“corrupt and dynastic” party 
out of power in the upcoming 
assembly elections. 

“I appeal to the people of Kar¬ 
nataka to throw the Gongress 
government, as countdown for 
packing it off from the state has 
begun,” Modi said at a Bharatiya 
Janata Party rally at the sprawl¬ 
ing Palace Grounds here. 

Launching a no-holds- 
barred attack on the ruling 
party in his hour-long speech 


in Hindi, Modi said the country 
did not any more need its “ruin¬ 
ous culture”. 

“India does not need Gon¬ 
gress culture anymore as it has 
ruined the nation. If corruption 
has to end, the state has to be 
made Gongress-free,” he said. 

Accusing Ghief Minister Sid- 
daramaiah’s government in the 
state of being “corrupt”, the 
prime minister said it has not 
been able to efficiently utilise 
the funds the central govern¬ 
ment had released during the 
last four years, while its parent 
party was opposing the path of 
development that the BJP was 
aiming for the nation. 

“We have given the Karna¬ 
taka government Rs2 lakh crore 
of funds, which is more than 


180% of what the state got 
from the previous UPA govern¬ 
ment, which was only Rs73,000 
crore,” Modi said. 

The central government has 
also sanctioned 3.36 lakh hous¬ 
es under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana, but the state gov¬ 
ernment could only construct 
38,000 so far, he said. 

The Gongress government 
has made way for builders’ ma¬ 
fia, sand mafia and other cor¬ 
rupt ways, he said. 

Listing other beneficial steps 
for the state by his govern¬ 
ment, Modi said that nearly 8.5 
lakh women from the state were 
given LPG connections through 
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana and 1.16 crore bank ac¬ 
counts were opened for the poor 


and lower middle-class citizens 
through Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojana. 

Modi also noted that his gov¬ 
ernment had released Rs247 
crore for the Swachh Bharat 
Mission to Karnataka, out of 
which Rs70 crore have still not 
been utilised. 

“If (BJP state unit president) 
B S Yeddyurappa, the son of a 
farmer, becomes the chief min¬ 
ister, the projects for farmers 
will work at their best because 
he has their best interests at 
heart,” he said. 

The BJP could take Karnataka 
to “new heights” with a focus 
on improving the lives of farm¬ 
ers in the state and creating bet¬ 
ter infrastructure, he said. 

“There are still 7 lakh homes 


in Karnataka which are in the 
dark with no access to electric¬ 
ity even years after independ¬ 
ence. Electricity will brighten 
their lives,” Modi said. 

The union budget’s announce¬ 
ment on suburban train network 
for Bengaluru could benefit near¬ 
ly 15 lakh people, he added. 

Modi visited the city to address 
the BJP rally that marks the cul¬ 
mination of the party’s 90-day 
rally across the state’s districts. 

The “Nava Karnataka Nir- 
mana Parivartana Yatra”, which 
traversed all the 224 assembly 
constituencies, was flagged off 
from here on November 2 last 
year by the party’s national 
president Amit Shah. 

Over 100,000 people attend¬ 
ed the rally. 


Ship with 22 Indian sailors on 
board missing off W Africa 


Agencies 

New Delhi 


A tanker with 22 Indian 
crew members on board 
has gone missing off West 
Africa, officials said yesterday, in 
waters plagued by piracy. 

The Panama-registered MT 
Marine Express, loaded with 
13,500 tonnes of petrol, had 
been anchored off the Benin city 
of Gotonou before authorities 
lost contact with the vessel on 
Thursday. 

All efforts are being made to 
trace the ship. External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj said. 

“Merchant Ship Marine Ex¬ 
press with 22 Indian nationals 
is missing off the Goast of Be¬ 
nin in the Gulf of Guinea. We 
are making all out efforts in co¬ 
ordination with Nigerian and 
Benin naval authorities to trace 
the missing ship,” Swaraj said in 
a tweet. 

The minister also shared the 
number of a 24 hours helpline 
which can be used to inquire 


about the missing people - 
+234-9070343860. 

“Our mission in Abuja (Ni¬ 
geria) is in touch with the au¬ 
thorities in Benin and Nigeria 
for their help in locating the ship 
and is constantly monitoring 
the situation,” foreign ministry 
spokesman Raveesh Kumar said 
earlier. 

The Hong Kong-based An¬ 
glo-Eastern shipping company, 
which manages the tanker, said 
the last contact with the crew 
was made on Thursday. 

“Authorities have been alerted 
and are responding. Our top pri¬ 
ority is the safety of the crew, 
whose families have been con¬ 
tacted,” it said on Twitter. 

The petrol was worth $8.1mn, 
the Indian Express newspaper 
reported. 

The report said there was a 
high possibility that the ship 
could have been hijacked by pi¬ 
rates citing sources in India’s 
shipping directorate. 

On Friday, the company 
tweeted: “We regret that contact 
has been lost with the AE-man¬ 


aged MT Marine Express while 
at Gotonou, Benin. Last contact 
was at 03:30 UTG, Feb 1. Au¬ 
thorities have been alerted and 
are responding. Our top priority 
is the safety of the crew, whose 
families have been contacted.” 

According to officials, the 
crew hailed from different parts 
of India. 

One of the sailors is Sree Unni, 
25, son of Perilavallap Ashokan 
of Udma in Kasargod district in 
Kerala. 

Another crew member, also 
from Kerala. 

Local media reports said it was 
the second ship to go missing 
from the area in the last month. 

In January, MT Barret went 
missing but the crew, most of 
them Indians, were released six 
days later after reportedly pay¬ 
ing a ransom, the Hindustan 
Times said. 

Several ships have been tar¬ 
geted by pirates in the Gulf of 
Guinea, seriously disrupting the 
international shipping route and 
costing the global economy bil¬ 
lions of dollars. 



Style statement 


Bollywood actor Kartik Aaryan (left) showcases a creation 
by designer Amit Wadhwa at the Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) 
Summer Resort 2018 in Mumbai yesterday. 


UDF trying to get 
Mani back into fold 


IANS 

Thlruvananthapuram 


T he Gongress-led United 
Democratic Front is 
trying to get the Kerala 
Gongress-Mani back into the 
opposition combine ahead of a 
by-election in the state. 

But it will take a few more 
weeks for the Kerala Gon¬ 
gress-Mani to decide whether 
it wants to ally with the Gon¬ 
gress-led opposition grouping 
or the ruling Left Democratic 
Front (LDF) or stay alone. 

Gongress sources said former 
chief minister Oommen Ghandy 
during his recent trip to Delhi 
spoke with Gongress president 
Rahul Gandhi about the possi¬ 
bility of the K M Mani-led or¬ 
ganisation to aUy with the UDF. 

UDF chairman and leader of 
opposition Ramesh Ghennitha- 
la said the grouping always had 
a consistent stand that Mani, 
“our natural aUy”, should return. 

“He has been with us for 
close to four decades. Moreo¬ 
ver in Delhi, his party is with 


(the UPA). Misunderstandings 
can easily be talked about and 
settled. All of us are confident 
that Mani will take the right 
decision and he will be given 
an honourable entry into the 
UDF,” said Ghennithala. 

Mani had parted ways with 
the UDF in Kerala in August 
2016. The party has six MLAs 
in the Kerala Assembly, one 
member each in the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha and is a 
constituent of the Gongress- 
led United Progressive Alliance 
at the national level. 

Talk of Mani’s return to the 
UDF comes as a by-election is to 
be held in Kerala’s Ghengannur 
assembly constituency which 
fell vacant due to the sudden de - 
mise of a GPM legislator. 

This constituency has for 
ages been a strong bastion of the 
Gongress but lost it in the 2016 
assembly polls to the GPM. 

Speaking to IANS Mani’s 
son Jose K Mani, an MP, said it 
was too soon to decide about 
his party’s future alliance be¬ 
cause it is busy in conducting 
internal elections. 
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Tamil Nadu 
Roundup 

By Umaima Shafiq 


Tamil font 
code creator 
dead aged 42 


Gopikrishnan, alias Thagadoor 
Gopi, the man who created 
a universal code or Unicode 
so that English could be 
transliterated to Tamil and other 
Indian language fonts, died of 
cardiac arrest in Hyderabad last 
week. 

He was 42 and is survived by 
wife and two children. 
Gopikrishnan was born in 
Dharmapuri, about 300km from 
Chennai to parents who were in 
government service. 

He qualified as a software 
engineer and took to coding in 
2004. His Unicode uploaded 
on his website HiGopi.com was 
available free to all mobile and 
computer users. The character 
of each word was designed and 
coded by Gopi and his assistant 
Surada Yarlavaanan for Tamil, 
Bengali. Telugu.Malayalam, 
Kannada, Hindi, Punjabi and 
Oriya. 

He was employed in Hyderabad 
but also worked abroad on 
deputations for coding. 

Girl injured as 
man falls on her 
from balcony 


A four-year-old girl was critically 
injured when a man In drunken 
stupor fell over her from his 
balcony In the slum area of 
Thoraipakkam in Chennai last 
week. 

The accident happened as 
DhanyasrI was walking with her 
grandfather. 

The man who fell on her 
suffered only a mild fracture. 

In another Incident, a 
32-year-old engineer died 
after falling from a flyover at 
the Chennai airport. He was 
identified as Chaltanya Vyuru 
from Vijayawada working In 
Bengaluru. Police suspect he 
was on a drug overdose. 

In a third incident, a school 
boy died when a gas cylinder 
brought in to fill helium balloons 
at a school sports day exploded 
in Vellore. Jeethush, 17, died 
while his friend Naveen was 
critically injured. 

Madurai man 
tops in NEET 
PG exam 


R Madhan, a doctor from 
Government Madurai Medical 
College, scored the highest 
marks in Tamil Nadu getting 
925/1,200 In the January 8 
National Entrance Eligibility 
Test (NEET-PG), an admission 
exam for postgraduate medical 
studies, last week. 

The second and third ranks were 
secured by Chirag Mandal from 
Christian College Vellore and 
P Christy from Madras Medical 
College. 

The date for single window 
counselling to allot colleges will 
be announced soon. 

Many states had opposed 
the NEET exams over tough 
syllabus and language 
barriers. The federal 
government gave In by scaling 
it down to Central Board of 
Certificate Education (CBSE) 
syllabus. NEET is conducted 
twice a year. The next exam is 
on May 6. 


Shops destroyed 
in fire at temple 


A fire which broke out at the 
14th century Sri Meenaksh 
Sundareshwar temple in 
Madurai damaged around 30 
shops In the complex last week. 
It took four fire tenders about an 
hour to control the blaze which 
police suspect was caused by 
an electrical short circuit. There 
were no reports of deaths or 
injuries as the Incident occurred 
at night. 

Meenakshi temple in the heart 
of Madurai has four carved 
gateways and is built in co- 
centric squares containing 
shops, museums and prayer 
halls, ponds and sanctum 
sanctorum. It Is a major tourist 
attraction besides being a holy 
Hindu destination attracting 
about 100,000 visitors every 
day. 

The temple is surrounded 
by traditional markets 
and commercial business 
establishments. 


History being reinvented under BJP: Tharoor 


By Ashraf Padanna 

Thiruvananthapuram 


C elebrated painter M F 
Hussain, who died in 
self-imposed in London 
aged 95 seven years ago, had re¬ 
fused to accept a Kerala award 
in 2009 for fear of attack from 
Hindu militants. Congress MP 
Shashi Tharoor said here. 

Tharoor, who collaborated 
with Hussain for his 2002 illus¬ 
trated work Kerala: God’s Own 
Country, said he tried to per¬ 


suade him to come and accept 
the award but failed. 

“I went to him and said the 
Kerala government is offering 
security from the moment you 
land to the moment you leave the 
country,” Tharoor told journalist 
and author Mihir Bose during a 
discussion on his new book Why 
lama Hindu. 

“He said he loves to do it but 
what would you do if these peo¬ 
ple go to a court and get an order 
to arrest me, and I would land in 
jail.” 

Later delivering a talk at the 


Mathrubhumi International 
Festival of Letters on “how his¬ 
tory is being rewritten and re¬ 
invented” under Prime Min¬ 
ister Narendra Modi, Tharoor 
launched a scathing attack on 
Hindutva forces. 

“Hinduism is a religion of 
acceptance, not bigotry, not 
a religion of destruction and 
violence,” he said, referring to 
numerous vigilante attacks on 
Muslims in the name of Hindut¬ 
va ideology. 

Rejecting the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s accusation of mi¬ 


nority appeasement against the 
Congress, Tharoor wondered 
why the socioeconomic status 
of Muslims was still so pathetic. 

The former UN under-secre¬ 
tary general said his latest book 
was an attempt at “taking back 
Hinduism from those who have 
distorted it” in sync with the 
ideology of the Congress Party. 

“My book is the first salvo 
which will certainly get stronger 
when it gets translated into In¬ 
dian languages, as it will be,” he 
said. 

“Already, a Hindi translation 


is being worked on, besides Ma- 
layalam and Telugu. There’ll be a 
way of reaching out to ordinary 
people.” 

Rejecting the criticism of the 
Communist parties of Kerala 
that the Congress was practising 
a “soft Hindutva” to appease the 
majority community, he said the 
“atheist” parties had to make 
that compromise in West Bengal 
and Kerala long back. 

“It’s impossible to escape re¬ 
ligion in India because it has 
deeply permeated the public 
consciousness. We need not be 


godless to be secular in India. The 
state will not consider it as an ad¬ 
vantage or disability,” he said. 

He said the Congress did not 
want to abdicate the space to 
the BJP claiming to be the only 
“good Hindus,” and ask Hindu 
people to vote for it. 

“There’s a better way, more 
inclusive way and now we can 
talk economy, development,” he 
said. 

“Going to temple, as Rahul 
Gandhi did during the Gujarat 
elections, is a way of neutralis¬ 
ing this Hindu narrative.” 


Book fair attracts thousands 





V 



1 


Visitors throng the 42nd International Kolkata Book Fair in Kolkata yesterday. It is the largest 
attended book fair in the world with an average record footfall of 2.5mn year on year. Every 
year there is a focal theme country, which gets an entire pavilion to showcase its culture, 
traditions, food, tourism and literature through books. This year the focal theme country is 
France. The event which started on January 30 runs until February 10. 


TOP to raise 
‘injustice to 
Andhra’ in 
parliament 


Agencies 

Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh 


T he Telugu Desam Party, 
upset over “injustice” to 
Andhra Pradesh in the 
union budget 2018-19, yesterday 
said it would raise the issue in 
parliament. 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis¬ 
ter and TDP president N Chan- 
drababu Naidu asked his party 
MPs to pressurise the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led government to 
undo the injustice. 

At a parliamentary board 
meeting of the TDP, a key ally 
of the BJP, Naidu said the party 
would begin its fight by raising 
the issue in parliament, sources 
said. He made it clear that this 
was only the first step. 

The TDP chief said the party’s 
next course of action would de¬ 
pend on the response of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s gov¬ 
ernment. 

The board discussed in detail 
the budget and the central gov¬ 
ernment’s failure to address the 
issues of the state. 

Some TDP leaders suggested 
the TDP two central ministers 
should quit to put pressure on 
the BJP. Naidu, however, said the 
party should first raise the issue 
in parliament. 

TDP leader and federal Min¬ 
ister of State for Science and 
Technology Y Sujana Chowdhary 



Naidu: upset 


told reporters that for the party 
the state’s interests were more 
important than the alliance with 
the BJP. 

He said the MPs would try to 
put pressure on the central gov¬ 
ernment to honour all commit¬ 
ments made to the state at the 
time of its bifurcation from And¬ 
hra Pradesh in 2014. 

Chowdhary said that the 
budget has let down the people 
of Andhra Pradesh. 

Stating that there wiU be no 
compromise on the state’s inter¬ 
ests, he said the future course of 
action would be decided by Naidu. 

The TDP leader said the gov¬ 
ernment should immediately ad¬ 
dress the key issues including the 
release of funds under the special 
assistance measure announced 
last year, funds for the Polavaram 
project, assistance to build the 
new state capital Amaravati and 
setting up of a railway zone in Vi- 
sakhapatnam. 


Naidu had met Modi with a 
list of demands ahead of parlia¬ 
ment’s budget session. 

The TDP chief has been de¬ 
manding that New Delhi help 
it out till the state overcame its 
revenue deficit and developed at 
par with the other neighbouring 
states. 

“The budget allocations are 
very dissatisfactory and it is for 
the BJP to explain how it will 
address this. In the meantime, 
we will take the message to the 
people as to how Andhra Pradesh 
was completely ignored in the 
budget,” The Times of India quot¬ 
ed Naidu as saying. 

There is a “strong mood” 
among TDP leaders to break away 
from the alliance with the BJP, 
the Press Trust of India quoted 
sources as saying. 

“Bengaluru, Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad got a substantial 
allocation for various projects 
but none of our projects, in¬ 
cluding the Vijayawada and 
Visakhapatnam Metro rail, 
got anything,” a source quoted 
Naidu as saying. 

“At the time of the state bifur¬ 
cation, I was the only one who 
demanded equal treatment to 
both states. Though gross injus¬ 
tice was done to Andhra on ac¬ 
count of bifurcation, I aligned 
with the BJP only because having 
good relations with the Centre 
could undo the injustice,” Naidu 
told the TDP leaders. 


Bangladesh helped curb 
terror in northeast: Rajnath 


IANS 

Agartala 


T error activities in north¬ 
east India have been 
checked due to Bangla¬ 
desh’s great help and support 
while rail links and bus services 
between the two countries facili¬ 
tated travel of the region’s people 
to other parts of India any much 
trouble. Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh said here yesterday. 

“Bangladesh’s immense help 
and support facilitated India to 
tame the terrorist activities in 
northeastern states. Our relation 
with Bangladesh is now at best 
place,” Singh said while address - 
ing election rallies here. 

He said the central govern¬ 
ment’s establishment of new rail 
links with Bangladesh and intro - 
duction of bus services through 
that country facilitated the peo¬ 
ple of northeastern states to go 
to other parts of India avoiding 
the mountainous terrain of the 
region and saving them huge 
time, costs and problems. 

Reiterating that the govern¬ 
ment was very sensitive towards 


the development of northeast 
India, Singh said that to further 
develop the transportation be¬ 
tween India and other parts of 
the world. New Delhi and Dha¬ 
ka had signed a trans-Asia rail 
agreement. 

“Various international agen¬ 
cies after conducting surveys 
confirmed that the BJP is the 
only party in India which boosts 
country’s development in real 
terms. India is now the fastest 
growing country in the world.” 

Due to the good governance of 
the Modi government, India got 
the best place in various inter¬ 
national forums and platforms, 
he said. 

Coming down heavily on the 
Left Front government’s “non¬ 
performance”, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party leader said the 
Tripura government is now pro¬ 
viding salaries and allowances 
to government employees at 
par with the recommendations 
of the 4th Pay Commission and 
promised that if his party wins, 
these would be raised at par with 
what the 7th Pay Commission 
has recommended. 

“National conviction rate of 


various crimes is 47% and in 
Tripura this is only 22%. Women 
are not at aU secure in Left-ruled 
Tripura,” he said adding that the 
federal government has given 
Rs250bn to Tripura during the 
past few years but Rs24bn has 
remained unspent and the Left 
Front government is alleging 
that the Centre is depriving it of 
funds. 

“While the national per capita 
income is RsL13 lakh, Tripura’s 
per capita income is Rs78,000. 
Even after 25-years uninter¬ 
rupted rule of the Left govern¬ 
ment, 66% people remained 
below poverty line with no abil¬ 
ity to purchase even a bicycle,” he 
added. 

Information and Broadcasting 
and Textile Minister Smriti Irani 
also addressed election rallies in 
Kailashahar in northern Tripu¬ 
ra, where she hit out at the Left 
Front government for its “failure 
and mis - governance, growing 
crime against women and un¬ 
employment”. 

Polling for the 60-seat Tripu¬ 
ra assembly will be held on Feb¬ 
ruary 18 and counting of votes 
will take place on March 3. 



Home Minister Rajnath Singh speaks at an election rally in Agartala yesterday. 
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LATIN AMERICA 



TRAFFICKING 

US-bound migrants freed in 
Mexico backed food, water* 

Mexico has taken into custody more than 300 
Central American men, women and children who 
were being smuggled to the US without water or 
food, officials said. The largest group - of 198 people 
crammed into the bottom of a truck - was found 
in Tamaulipas in the northeast, just below the US 
state of Texas, Mexican Immigration enforcement 
officials said. The migrants from Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador “were travelling in 
grossly overcrowded conditions without enough 
ventilation, food or water,” they said In a statement. 
Among the many child migrants, 55 were with 
their parents or relatives, while 24 were making 
the dangerous journey alone. 


LEGAL 

Court suspends export of 
live animals for slaughter 

A Brazilian judge has suspended export of live 
animals for slaughter, citing concerns that they 
are transported in cruel conditions. Exports 
can only restart when guarantees of adequate 
treatment are provided, judge Djalma Moreira 
Gomes in Sao Paulo wrote In his decision, 
published in the local media. The Injunction 
was In response to a case brought by an animal 
rights group. National Forum for the Defence 
and Protection of Animals. The forum’s civil 
suit cited conditions aboard the ship “Nada,” 
currently docked In Sao Paulo’s Porto de Santos 
with about 27,000 heads of cattle owned by 
Minerva Foods and bound for Turkey. 


ANGER 

Rio de Janeiro street 
party targets mayor 

Rio de Janeiro’s mayor came In for some 
colourful criticism at the biggest of scores of 
pre-carnival street parties that took over the 
city. More than 100 parties, known as “blocos,” 
were held over the weekend, a week ahead of 
the sumptuous Sambodromo parades. One 
person not getting any sympathy at the parties 
was mayor Marcelo Crivella, whom carnival- 
goers accuse of giving the annual extravaganza 
a cold shoulder. The mayor, an Important 
figure in Brazil’s growing evangelical Christian 
movement, has cut city funding for the carnival. 
Although he cites budget problems, critics say 
he Is intolerant of the raucous partying. 


LAWANDORDER 

Colombia arrests Brazilian 
following plane hijack 

Colombian police have arrested a Brazilian citizen 
suspected of involvement In the hijacking of a light 
aircraft carrying 2bn pesos (about $700,000), local 
media reported. Four gunmen hijacked the plane, 
which was transporting funds acquired from road 
tolls, after it landed in Aguachica In the north-east. 
They disarmed the plane’s security guard, forced 
the crew out and flew away. The aircraft was later 
found 16kms from the airport. The dally El Tiempo 
reported that a Brazilian national was arrested and 
police recovered some of the money. The gunmen 
had a flag with the logo of the leftist guerrilla group 
National Liberation Army (ELN), but they were not 
thought to have links with it. 


TERRORISM 

Qaeda seeks ransom for 
Colombian nun: minister 

An Al Qaeda cell holding a Colombian nun in Mall is 
demanding a ransom, Colombian Foreign Minister 
Maria Angela Holguin was quoted as saying. 
Gloria Cecilia Narvaez was kidnapped nearly a 
year ago In southern Mali. Paying kidnappers “Is 
a very complex subject that most countries do 
not accept,” Caracol Radio was quoted Holguin as 
saying. Bogota has been In touch with the Malian 
government and Colombian defence ministry 
officials have visited the country several times in 
an attempt to obtain Narvaez’ release, according 
to the minister. The 56-year-old Franciscan sister 
appeared in a video posted online on Monday, 
asking Pope Francis to intervene for her. 


Ex-prisoner 
condemns US 
plan to foster 
Internet in Cuba 


Reuters 

Havana 


W hen Alan Gross heard 
the Trump admin¬ 
istration's renewed 
US push to expand Internet in 
Cuba, disbelief washed over the 
American who spent five years in 
a Cuban jail for trying to estab¬ 
lish clandestine communication 
service on the Communist-run 
island. 

“My first response was ‘Are you 
kidding me?” Gross said in a tel¬ 
ephone interview with Reuters. 

Gross worked in Cuba in 2009 
for a US-government funded 
programme to promote political 
change by increasing Internet 
access in a country that has one 
of the lowest web penetration 
rates in the world. 

In January, the US state de¬ 
partment said it was convening a 
Cuba Internet Task Force to ex¬ 
amine ways of expanding infor¬ 
mation access and independent 
media in Cuba. 

Havana protested the move 
that it said attempted to violate 
its sovereignty, highlighting the 
military connotation of the ex¬ 
pression “task force.” 

Cuba views such programmes 
as part of longstanding US at¬ 
tempts to topple its government. 

In 2009, Cuba arrested and 
later sentenced Gross to 15 years 
in jail, a move that put on hold 
a warming in US-Cuban rela¬ 
tions under former USpresident 
Barack Obama, a Democrat. 

It was only with his early re¬ 
lease in 2014 that Obama and 
Cuban leader Raul Castro could 
announce a long-negotiated de¬ 
tente, hoping to end five decades 
of hostility. 

That was before Republican 
Donald Trump became presi¬ 
dent, vowing to roll back on the 
normalisation of relations. 

“We are supposed to learn 
from our mistakes,” said Gross. 
“I learned the hard way that it's 
illegal to distribute anything in 
Cuba that's funded in full or part 
by the US government,” said the 


68-year-old, who lost five teeth 
in jail and around 115 pounds 
(52kgs). 

“Until the government of 
Cuba wants the kind of assist¬ 
ance US is capable of providing, 
the US shouldn't be doing stuff 
there,” said Gross. 

Cuban state-run media has 
written extensively this week 
about past US attempts to ma¬ 
nipulate telecommunications for 
political ends. 

Washington, for example, set 
up a social media network for 
Cubans called ZunZuneo even 
after Gross had been jailed. It ran 
from 2010 to 2012. 

In the case of Gross, he im¬ 
ported banned satellite com¬ 
munications devices and other 
high-tech gear in his luggage and 
helped install it at Jewish centres 
in Havana, Santiago and Ca- 
maguey during five trips to Cuba 
in 2009. 

Gross noted Cuba had vastly 
expanded Internet access of its 
own volition during his time in 
jail. The US government should 
discuss the issue of Internet di¬ 
rectly with Cuba, providing de¬ 
tails for example of how it could 
boost economic growth, he said. 
“There are so many things that 
could be happening in a positive 
and constructive way,” he said. 

Since Obama's detente for 
example, various US telecoms 
companies have reached deals 
with Cuba to provide roaming 
to their customers on the island. 
Asked if it had invited Cuban of¬ 
ficials to the first public meeting 
on February 7 of the task force, 
the US state department said it 
was “open to the public as space 
allows.” 

“Federal advisory commit¬ 
tees, such as this task force, pro¬ 
vide objective advice in a trans¬ 
parent manner from a variety of 
perspectives, and are accessible 
to the public,” it said. 

Gross said he would return 
on vacation to Cuba “in a heart¬ 
beat” if Cuban officials let him, 
to meet up with the families of 
his former fellow inmates and 
explore the country. 


Tillerson in Argentina 



US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson speaks next to Argentina’s Foreign Minister Jorge Faurle at a press conference at San Martin Palace, state department headquarters, 
In Buenos Aires yesterday. On the fourth day of a five-nation tour of Latin America and Jamaica, Tillerson Is on his first tour to the continent as he seeks to better define 
US strategy In Its own hemisphere. 


Venezuela likely to set 
election date today 


AFP 

Caracas 


V enezuela's unpopular 
President Nicolas Ma- 
duro has urged officials 
to set a presidential election 
date by today for a vote that he'd 
like to see take place within an¬ 
other week. 

“I am urging the Constituent 
Assembly (a super-legislature 
stacked with Maduro loyal¬ 
ists) and the Elections Board to 
set a date hopefully by Monday 
for the elections,” he told sup¬ 
porters after the small Marx¬ 
ist-Leninist Tupamaro Party 


endorsed him for re-election in 
the crisis-hit South American 
country. 

The snap poll is to happen 
sometime before the end of 
April, after the Constituent As¬ 
sembly announced last week 
the vote was being brought for¬ 
ward from December. 

The Supreme Court, which 
critics say systematically bows 
to Maduro, has barred the op¬ 
position coalition from fielding 
a candidate under its banner, 
and banned several prominent 
opposition figures from partici¬ 
pating. 

The opposition says the 
moves are designed to engineer 


a second term for Maduro. 

The ruling Socialist Party, 
which Maduro leads, on Fri¬ 
day officially voted to make the 
president its candidate for the 
election. 

“I am urging the 
Constituent Assembly and 
the Elections Board to set a 
date hopefully by Monday 
for the elections” 

The poll date has been a con¬ 
troversial issue in the dialogue 
between government and op¬ 
position forces being held in the 
Dominican Republic since De¬ 
cember 1. 


They may continue to meet 
today, the host, Dominican 
President Danilo Medina, has 
said. 

The election will be held 
against a backdrop of financial 
and political crisis. 

The country, impoverished 
despite being a major oil pro¬ 
ducer, is suffering food and 
medicine shortages brought 
on by a recent period of low oil 
prices, declining production, 
and economic mismanagement. 

It is in the grips of hyperinfla¬ 
tion and teetering on the brink 
of outright default. 

Venezuela is also increasingly 
isolated internationally. 


The US and European Un¬ 
ion have imposed sanctions on 
Maduro and his officials, with 
Washington calling him a “dic¬ 
tator.” 

US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson is on a tour of South 
America, during which he 
is raising Venezuela's crisis 
with governments in the re¬ 
gion. 

Maduro and his government 
defend themselves by saying 
the economic crisis is the work 
of enemy nations — invariably 
the US, sometimes Colombia 
— in cahoots with right-wing 
businessmen seeking to bring 
him down. 


Victims’ families ask court 
to annul Fujimori pardon 


Reuters 

San Jose 


T he families of victims 
of human rights abuses 
under former Peruvian 
president Alberto Fujimori tes¬ 
tified at an international hu¬ 
man rights tribunal, asking the 
court to annul the controversial 
pardon of the former leader late 
last year. 

Fujimori, who served as presi¬ 
dent during the 1990s, was less 
than halfway into a 25 - year pris - 
on term stemming from convic¬ 
tions on human rights abuses 
when current President Pedro 
Pablo Kuczynski issued the par¬ 
don to the ailing 79-year-old. 

While groups such as Amnes¬ 
ty International harshly criti¬ 
cised the pardon, about 65% of 
Peruvians support it, according 
to a recent poll. 

The pardon was issued on 
Christmas Eve, and met by 
thousands of enraged protesters 
who took to the streets to criti¬ 
cise what many viewed as a mis¬ 
carriage of justice. 


Shortly after he announced 
his decision, Kuczynski, who 
was also facing his own possible 
removal from office by Peru's 
Congress, described it as a “hu¬ 
manitarian pardon.” 

Critics who accompanied vic¬ 
tims' families before the Costa 
Rica-based Inter-American 

Court of Human Rights (lACHR) 
described it very differently. 

“The pardon was contrary to 
law and a measure of impunity 
that must be revoked,” said Vivi- 
ana Krsticevic, head of the Cen¬ 
tre for Justice and International 
Law(CEJIL). 

Krsticevic argued that Kuc- 
zynski's reasoning behind the 
pardon, details of which were 
publicly revealed for the first 
time on Friday, was full of incon¬ 
sistencies and contradictions. 

Lawyers representing the Pe¬ 
ruvian government denied the 
pardon was the result of a po¬ 
litical pact between Kuczynski 
and the Fujimori family, which 
continues to maintain consid¬ 
erable political influence in the 
Congress. 

“Speculation should be kept 


outside the court,” said lawyer 
Adrian Simons. 

In late January, Reuters re¬ 
ported that three months before 
he granted Fujimori the pardon, 
Kuczynski met the former lead¬ 
er's son, lawmaker Kenji Fuji¬ 
mori, to discuss his release. 

At the meeting, Kenji Fujimori 
offered Kuczynski political sup¬ 
port in Congress in return for the 
pardon. 

Simons added that any disa¬ 
greement over the pardon 
should be resolved by Peru's jus - 
tice system and he alleged that 
the lACHR was being used as a 
“shortcut.” 

If the court's resolution, ex¬ 
pected in the next few weeks, 
revokes the pardon, Peru's gov¬ 
ernment is obligated to accept 
it. 

“We hope Fujimori goes back 
to prison to serve his sentence,” 
said Carmen Amaro, sister of 
Armando Amaro, who was killed 
in a 1992 massacre during Fuji¬ 
mori's rule that was cited in his 
conviction. 

“This isn't hatred or revenge,” 
she said. “It's justice.” 



Costa Rican presidential candidate of the opposition National 
Liberation Party (PLN), Antonio Alvarez DesantI, and one the 
favourites for the national elections, casts his ballot at a polling 
station In San Jose yesterday. 


Costa Rica goes to polls 
to choose president 


AFP 

San Jose 


C osta Rica yesterday 
voted in the first round 
of the central American 
country's presidential elec¬ 
tion. 

A total 13 candidates are vy¬ 
ing to succeed outgoing Presi¬ 
dent Luis Guillermo Solis, who 
is constitutionally barred from 
seeking a second consecutive 
term. 

If no candidate wins 40% 
of the vote, a second round, 
runoff election will be held on 
April 1. 

An evangelical politician, 
Fabricio Alvarado, has leapt 
from obscurity to be the front¬ 
runner with around 17% sup¬ 
port, according to surveys. 

“This is the first time I'm 
voting. I'm a bit nervous,” said 
Nelia Araya, a 20-year-old 
student casting her ballot at a 
school in the capital San Jose. 

She said she was worried 
about one of the candidate's 
“homophobic discourse” and 
had urged her family to vote 
“so that someone who wants 


to take rights away from people 
doesn't win.” 

Polling in the country took 
place under a bright blue sky 
and tropical sunshine. 

Overseas ballots from Costa 
Rican consulates abroad had 
been filing in since Saturday, 
with the biggest number of 
emigrant voters found in the 
US. 

Solis said as he voted in San 
Jose to choose his successor 
that he saw the biggest prob¬ 
lem facing Costa Rica to be 
“the fiscal deficit and its com¬ 
bination with the debt.” 

Accompanied by relatives 
and advisers, the outgoing 
leader called on voters, who 
were also choosing a new leg¬ 
islative assembly, to “elect a 
government better than mine, 
a president better than me.” 

A country with a costly 
health and pension system, 
Costa Rica has seen its defi¬ 
cit inch up to stand at 6.2% of 
gross domestic product. 

Public debt is 65% of GDP, 
creating concerns among of¬ 
ficials that much-vaunted 
economic stability could be 
threatened. 
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‘Doctrine of necessity’ 
buried: chiefjustice 


I liter news 

Islamabad 


I n what appears to be a re¬ 
sponse to the bitter denun¬ 
ciation of military takeovers 
and the judiciary’s role in them 
by ousted prime minister Na¬ 
waz Sharif a day earlier, Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Mian 
Saqib Nisar yesterday said that 
the infamous ‘doctrine of neces - 
sity’ that had given judicial nod 
to successive martial laws in the 
country now lay buried. 

The critics should read the 
July 2009 judgement of a Su¬ 
preme Court bench, headed by 
the then CJP Iftikhar Chaud- 
hry, in the Sindh High Court Bar 
Association case that not only 
declared the steps taken by ex¬ 
military ruler retired General 
Pervez Musharraf illegal but also 


paved the way for a high treason 
case against him for imposing a 
state of emergency on November 
3, 2007, said Chief Justice Nisar 
at a meeting of judges belonging 
to special tribunals and admin¬ 
istrative courts at the National 
Judicial Policy-making Tribunal. 

Rejecting the criticism about 
not having taken military dic¬ 
tators to task, the CJ said that 
unlike the past the courts were 
independent and not part of any 
campaign though he conceded 
that the judiciary might have 
passed some erroneous verdicts 
in the past. 

He declared the judiciary 
would not let anyone derail the 
democratic system and in any 
such case, he would quit. 

The judiciary has repeat¬ 
edly come under criticism by 
Sharif and leaders of the rul¬ 
ing Pakistan Muslim League- 


Nawaz since July 28, 2017 when 
the apex court disqualified him 
from holding the office of prime 
minister. 

In his latest speech at the 
seminar on “Future of democ¬ 
racy in Pakistan”, the PML-N 
president said the judiciary had 
adopted a strict attitude, which 
was often “against the norms of 
justice”, about politicians and 
elected representatives com¬ 
pared to dictators who were 
always “dear to them”. 

He also criticised the judiciary 
for introducing the “doctrine 
of necessity” to facilitate the 
military dictators. 

Justifying actions of taking 
“excessive” suo motu notices, as 
he reportedly took up over a doz - 
en such cases in the past couple 
of weeks. Chief Justice Nisar 
said it was the responsibility of 
the superior courts to protect 


fundamental rights of citizens. 
“Sometimes the situation de¬ 
mands taking up suo motu no¬ 
tices in the public interest,” he 
added. 

The judiciary was an impor¬ 
tant pillar of the state and the 
state would be at loss if this pil¬ 
lar was not able to work, he said. 

The chief justice said that 
special courts and tribunals were 
part and parcel of adjudicator 
and asked the special courts to 
work with passion, devotion and 
in accordance with law. 

He said the shortage of staff 
should not be an obstacle in ad¬ 
ministration of justice. The issue 
of vacant posts in special courts 
and tribunals had been taken up 
and a number of slots had been 
filled, he added. 

He said if the presiding offic¬ 
ers and chairmen of the tribu¬ 
nals faced any issue regarding 


their pay, perks and privileges 
the same be communicated 
through the high courts. 

Chief Justice Nisar said it was 
the responsibility of judges to 
make sure that justice prevailed. 

“We are not going to wait for 
the laws of tomorrow. We have to 
make do with the laws of today 
to ensure that justice is being 
delivered,” he said. 

All judges needed to follow 
Article 4 (right of individuals to 
be dealt with in accordance with 
law) of the constitution, the 
chief justice declared, adding 
that there should be punishment 
for the judges who wouldn’t 
comply by Article 4 of the 
constitution. 

The CJP also asked lawyers to 
promise that their prime agenda 
would be to deliver justice un¬ 
der the command of the law and 
obey it unconditionally. 


Minister urges apex court to jail Musharraf 


Pakistani Interior Minister 
Ahsan Iqbal has said that he 
will consider the Supreme 
Court independent when it 
will send former president and 
military dictator retired Gen 
Pervez Musharraf to Adiaia jail, 
Internews reports. 

Talking to reporters yesterday, 
he said that the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) was 
concerned about the dignity of 
the judiciary. 

“If the Supreme Court becomes 
controversial, it will be a loss 
equal to the disqualification of 
former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif,” the minister said. 

Federal Minister for Railways 
Saad Rafiq advanced Iqbal’s 
argument by saying that state 
institutions should avoid 
interfering in each other’s 
domains. While the judiciary 
should be respected, it should 
also respect other institutions, 
Rafiq said in his separate talk 
with the media. 

Iqbal said that if the Supreme 
Court wanted to maintain its 
honour, it should punish retired 
Gen Musharraf like it had 
punished Nehal Hashmi. 
“Sending contempt notices 
to political workers like Talal 
Chaudhry will not help to restore 
the dignity of the Supreme 
Court. Instead it should summon 
former president Musharraf 


and take action against him 
for damaging the constitution, 
making the then chief justice 
and his children hostage and 
manhandling him,” he said. 

The minister said that the PML-N 
believed that the decisions against 
Sharif and the party leadership 
were not based on justice. 
“Similarly, people also have 
reservations over the decision 
to disqualify Sharif. If raising 
voice against it is contempt of 
court, then it should also be 
applied to people who have been 
participating in public gatherings 
of the PML-N, including the rally on 
GT Road, to express their concern 
over the judgement,” he said. 

He said that not oniy the 
PML-N but the entire world had 
expressed concern over the 
disqualification of Sharif. 

“We should avoid controversies 
and the institutions should work 
within their constitutional limits,” 
Iqbal said. 

He said that people would 
think that pre-poll rigging was 
being committed if the PML-N 
continued to be made target. 
“From Karachi to Gwadar no 
one is ready to believe that the 
actions being taken against the 
PML-N and Nawaz Sharif are 
based on justice,” the minister 
said, adding that the judiciary 
would become controversial by 
taking such decisions. 


Technology 
helps police 
in tracing 
missing teen 

In ter news 

Islamabad 


T he motorway police of 
Pakistan used technol¬ 
ogy to recover an 11-year 
old missing boy travelling in a 
passenger bus. 

Sources said Hammad went 
missing from Abbottabad. He 
was accompanied by his neigh¬ 
bour named Usman, who misled 
him and took him along with him 
in a bus from Abbottabad. 

With the help of CCTV, the 
motorway police got footage of 
Hammad and Usman. Deputy 
Superintendent of Police Asma 
Naqvi reportedly contacted Ba- 
bar, the photographer of mo¬ 
torway police and asked him to 
check the pictures shared by her 
on WhatsApp and have a look at 
the recorded movie. 

She took the passengers’ 
details and searched out the 
name of Usman who was taking 
Hammad with him. 

Finally she managed to find 
out that a person named Usman 
was travelling in a bus coming 
from Abbottabad. She took the 
contact details of the bus driver 
from the history sheet of the pas - 
sengers and asked him to check 
the passengers of seat numbers 
5 and 6. 

The driver checked the two 
passengers and told DSP Naqvi 
the ages and dress of the two 
boys. 

Meanwhile, the motorway po¬ 
lice photographer Babar found 
the movie of the boys and pro¬ 
vided their screen-shot for 
identification. 

The bus was searched at the 
Sial More service area and the 
two boys were found seated on 
the seats number 5 and 6. 

Hammad was sent back to his 
parents and the culprit Usman 
was handed over to the Abbotta¬ 
bad police for investigation and 
further action. 


Pakistan gets a dash of 
music Diplo-macy 



DJ Khalifa of Lyari Underground, a Pakistani rap group, performs at Diplo’s Mad Decent Block Party at 
The Rock Musicarium in Islamabad yesterday. 


AML chief seeks PM’s 
disqualification 


By Saiyna Bashir, Reuters 

Islamabad 


A merican DJ and record 
producer Diplo brought 
his Mad Decent Block 
Party to Pakistan’s capital over 
the weekend, headlining a ros¬ 
ter of musicians including local 
Pakistani acts. 

For two-time Grammy win¬ 
ner Diplo, playing Pakistan is 
a way to foster good relations 
with the mostly Muslim coun¬ 
try after an angry January 1 
tweet from US President Don¬ 
ald Trump complaining that 
Pakistan gives “terrorists” a 
safe haven. 

“I think the best way we 
can do any kind of diplomacy 
with the Pakistani people is 
... basically reaching out to 
the kids like we do at the con¬ 
certs,” Diplo told TMZ last 
month after the Trump tweet, 
which soured US-Pakistani 
relations. 

He added that by having US 
acts connect with the large 
youth population - an esti¬ 
mated 60% of Pakistanis are 
under age 30 - “they can grow 
into being our allies”. 

More than 2,500 young peo¬ 
ple crowded into an outdoor 


venue in the capital, Islama¬ 
bad, to a scaled down version 
of the event known for bring¬ 
ing together some of the hottest 
names in dance-hall, hip hop 
and electronic music. 

Among the headliners were 


Diplo’s chart-topping side 
project Major Lazer Soundsys- 
tem, DJ Chrome Sparks and Pa¬ 
kistani duo SNKM, which has 
played the South by Southwest 
festival and toured with Diplo in 
the US. 


“There’s a lot of bridges being 
built between here and the US,” 
says SNKM’s Adil Omar, who 
also has a successful hip hop 
career and a new album and film 
Transcendence to be released 
this year. 


In ter news 

Islamabad 


A wami Muslim League 
(AML) chief Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed yester¬ 
day urged the Supreme Court 
to disqualify Prime Minister 
Shahid Abbasi under Articles 
62 and 63 of the constitution 
by declaring the LNG con¬ 
tracts illegal and unlawful. 

Moved by lawyer Latif Kho- 
sa on behalf of Rashid, the pe¬ 
tition also pleaded before the 
court to appoint an honest and 
impartial person as chairman 
of the Oil and Gas Regula¬ 
tory Authority (Ogra) to look 
after the affairs of the insti¬ 
tution so that the incumbent 
prime minister and his pred¬ 
ecessor Nawaz Sharif may not 
intervene in its affairs. 

The secretaries of the min¬ 
istries of petroleum and nat¬ 
ural resources and law and 
justice, the Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines, Sui Southern Gas 
Company, Ogra, Pakistan 
State Oil and Elengy Terminal 
Pakistan have been made 
respondents in the petition. 
In 2013, the PML-N gov¬ 
ernment launched the LNG 
project and then prime min¬ 
ister Nawaz Sharif in league 
with then petroleum minis¬ 
ter Shahid Abbasi decided to 
handle the import and trans¬ 


mission of LNG at Port Qasim 
through their blue-eyed 
persons, the petition alleged. 

For this purpose, a terminal 
on rental basis was illegally ar¬ 
ranged and Sharif’s business 
friend Hussain Dawood was 
selected since he owns a termi¬ 
nal in the chemical zone of Port 
Qasim, the petition contended. 

Dawood also owns Engro 
Group which is a subsidiary 
of Dawood Group and Elengy 
Terminal Pakistan. 

As per the rental agreement, 
Engro Group/Elengy Terminal 
was to be paid Rs27.20mn per 
day irrespective of whether 
the terminal was used or not 
and astonishingly the pay¬ 
ment of rent was to be made 
by Pakistan State Oil without 
any transparent competitive 
bidding, the petition alleged. 

The petition argued that 
the sitting prime minister and 
other respondents by allegedly 
concealing material facts and 
misrepresentation before the 
public at large had commit¬ 
ted corrupt and illegal prac¬ 
tices and, therefore, should be 
prosecuted strictly in accord¬ 
ance with the law since the 
supply of LNG to Qatargas had 
been signed on a long term 15 
years basis without adhering 
to the minimum standards of 
transparency and custom¬ 
ary international terms and 
conditions. 


Punjab village mourns death of lawmaker 


In ter news 

Islamabad 


F ormer PPP Sindh mem¬ 
ber of provincial assem¬ 
bly (MPA) Fariha Razzaq 
Haroon, pictured, who was 
found shot dead on Thursday at 
her Karachi residence along her 
husband Mir Bijarani, belonged 
toTobaTek Singh. 


She was the daughter of Ab¬ 
dul Razzaq, of Chak 391-JB, 
Kainthan. Razzaq had settled 
in Islamabad for business many 
years ago, and later moved on to 
Karachi with his family. 

Fariha’s mother late Nishat 
Afza had also remained a PPP 
lawmaker on a reserved seat 
from 2002 to 2007 when Pariha 
was also the Sindh lawmaker on 
PPP ticket. 


The Razzaq family has also 
been running their FM 95 Ra¬ 
dio in Toba Tek Singh since 
2007 which broadcasts trans¬ 
mission from a station in fami¬ 
ly’s native village Chak 391-JB, 
Kainthan. 

The radio station is looked af¬ 
ter by her brother Umer Razzaq 
while their father runs a secu¬ 
rity company in Karachi which 
provides security guards to dif¬ 


ferent business companies and 
institutions. 

After the tragic death of Far¬ 
iha, FM 95 radio station closed 
its regular transmission. 

Radio station manager 
Chaudhry Hamid Ali Gill said 
only Naats and Qur’an recitation 
were broadcast on Thursday and 
Friday. Regular transmissions 
were restored yesterday. 

Fariha’s father Abdul Raz¬ 


zaq said by phone from Karachi 
that soon a date would be an¬ 
nounced to hold Qur’an khwani 
and chehlum in their village. 

Village head Chaudhry 
Mukhtar said the village peo¬ 
ple would remain grateful to 
Fariha’s late mother Nishat Afza 
who had provided gas supply 
to her village 11 years ago with 
a RslOmn grant from her MPA 
budget. 



Commercial fishing returns to Islamabad lake 



In ter news 

Islamabad 


A fter nearly 14 years, commercial 
fishing has returned to Rawal 
Lake this winter. The move is 
not without its detractors, with en¬ 
vironmentally conscious citizens 
as well as officials from the relevant 
agencies opposing commercial fish¬ 
ing on various grounds; possibly be¬ 
cause, in some cases, illegal fishing has 
benefited many individuals. 

In addition to containing poach¬ 
ing and illegal fishing, the contract 
for fishing in Rawal Lake also in¬ 
cludes a clause to replenish the fish 
population. 

“The most important segment of 
the contract was not payment to the 



Rawal Lake in Islamabad. 


national exchequer but the clause that 
the contractor would introduce fish 
seedlings too,” said Lubna Said, a sen¬ 


ior official from the Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) administration. 

Said told that the ICT was respon¬ 


sible for stopping illegal fishing, 
which continues in isolated comers 
of the lake, while the contractor must 
abide by ethical modes of fishing 
netting to supplement the aquatic 
ecosystem. 

The contract was awarded at Rs44 
million in January 2017 for two years, 
and the contractor introduced around 
Im fish seeds at a cost of around RslOm 
in March and April. 

One of the partners in the contract¬ 
ing firm said they have introduced six 
varieties in the lake that are compatible 
with the local environment. 

“Islamabad has wide ranging tem¬ 
peratures, from up to 40°C in the 
summer to almost 0°C in peak win¬ 
ter, so fish that have higher survival 
rates in Rawal Lake are Thaila, Mori, 
Rahu, Mahasher, Silver and Bighead,” 


M. Aurangzeb explained. Sole, he 
said, was already present in the lake in 
significant numbers. 

He added that Mahasher was 
present in Rawal Lake in significantly 
high numbers in previous decades as it 
has a tendency to breed in such places, 
but excessive fishing in previous years 
had depleted almost all aquatic life in 
the lake. 

The contractor will reintroduce 
seedlings in March and April 2018, 
which will then be ready for harvest in 
the winter. The last contract for com¬ 
mercial fishing was awarded in 2004 
and terminated the same year, after 
the contractor developed differences 
with the ICT over continued illegal 
fishing. 

“One such example of abusive fish¬ 
ing in the past decade is that visi¬ 


tors to any corner of the lake will 
hardly find a turtle or tortoise there,” 
Aurangzeb said. 

The fleet of 25 boats place their nets 
in the morning, and the same boats go 
back in the second half of the day to 
pick the nets for the harvest. 

While most of the catch is sold the 
wholesalers at the Gunjmandi fish 
market in Rawalpindi, a portion is also 
bought by enthusiasts near Naval Club. 

Up to 600kg of fresh fish is bought 
by the residents seeking quality 
produce at the market price. 

Aurangzeb added, “There has to be 
a dedicated sale point in the city for 
residents where they can purchase 
the fish of their choice, as almost all 
stallholders claim that they do not sell 
farm-raised fish but those caught at 
Rawal Lake.” 
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PHILIPPINES 



Panel to begin probe 
on vaccine controversy 


Anti-graft agency 
defends autopsy 
on alleged victims 



Juliet Sio-Aguilar (right), paediatrician and head of the Philippine General Hospital (PGH) expert panel, speaks during a press conference 
regarding the Dengvaxia vaccine at the DoH headquarters in Manila. 


Manila Times 

Manila 


T he House of Representa¬ 
tives will open today its 
inquiry on the controver¬ 
sial P3.5bn anti-dengue immu¬ 
nisation programme, which was 
found out later to have endan¬ 
gered the lives of victims who 
acquired the mosquito-borne 
disease for the first time after 
they were given the vaccine. 

“This will be our first hearing 
since Sanofi released the nega¬ 
tive findings of its long-term 
follow-up study which showed 
that children who never had 
dengue but who were given the 
shots had an increased risk of a 
severe case and hospitalisation 
from the third year after im¬ 
munisation,” said Rep. Johnny 
Pimentel of Surigao del Sur, 
chairman of the Good Govern¬ 
ment and Public Accountability 
Committee. 

Pimentel said the liability of 
Sanofi Pasteur, manufacturer 
of Dengvaxia, would not end 
with it paying the Department 
of Health (DoH) about Pl.Zbn 
worth of unused doses of the 
drug. 

“Graft charges may be war¬ 
ranted against the officials 
involved even if they did not 
make any money for them¬ 
selves from the transaction. 
Under the law, officials may 
be held accountable for cor¬ 


rupt and unlawful acts, such as 
entering into highly injurious 
purchase contracts, without 


any need to establish that they 
profited from the transaction,” 
Pimentel added. 


The anti-dengue campaign 
using Dengvaxia was imple¬ 
mented under the term of then 


president Benigno Aquino, 
with Janet Garin as his health 
secretary. 


Manila Times 

Manila 


A nti-crime advocates de¬ 
cried efforts to discredit 
the findings of the Public 
Attorney’s Office (PAO), as well 
as the families of the alleged vic¬ 
tims of the government’s anti- 
dengue immunisation campaign 
who have “lost trust” in the De¬ 
partment of Health (DoH). 

“We expect some efforts to 
discredit us and to discredit 
the victims, but we are not do¬ 
ing this for our own sake but for 
the sake of the victims who have 
lost trust to the Department of 
Health (DoH),” Dante Jimenez, 
chairman of the Volunteers 
Against Crime and Corruption, 
told Manila Times in an inter¬ 
view yesterday. 

Jimenez also said that the 
autopsies performed by PAO 
on the bodies of the victims, 
mostly children, who received 
Dengvaxia, were on the request 
of their families. 

The VACC chairman was re¬ 
sponding to an appeal by a group 
of doctors and health advocates 
asking the Department of Justice 
(DoJ) to direct the PAO to stop 
performing autopsies and “leave 
the matter of determining the 
cause of death to competent fo¬ 
rensic pathologists”. 

Sen. Joseph Victor “JV” Ejer- 
cito, chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Health and De¬ 


mography, in a separate inter¬ 
view, said he agreed with the 
call for PAO to stop conducting 
autopsies because it could add to 
the “hysteria and panic”. 

He added that it would be bet - 
ter if the autopsy be conducted 
by the team of medical ex¬ 
perts from the University of the 
Philippines-Philippine General 
Hospital (UP-PGH). 

Meanwhile, the Senate Blue 
Ribbon Committee will present 
documents that would show Sa- 
nofi’s deficiencies that the DoH 
failed to report when it resumes 
its hearing tomorrow. Sen. Rich¬ 
ard Gordon said. 

Gordon, committee chair¬ 
man, said the committee was 
initially looking at possible graft 
related cases to be recommend¬ 
ed against former president 
Benigno Aquino former budget 
Secretary Florencio Abad and 
Janette Garin, who headed the 
DoH at that time. 

He said the three were liable 
for graft because there was obvi¬ 
ous haste in the procurement of 
the vaccines. 

Gordon said the vaccine was 
procured and were given to more 
than 800,000 school children 
even though it has not complet¬ 
ed the clinical trials. 

“If it can be determined that 
that there have been deaths be¬ 
cause of their actions, then they 
could also face reckless impru¬ 
dence resulting in homicide,” he 
said. 


Govt condemns killing of 
public works dept staffers 


By Julmunir I Jannaral 

Cotabato City 


A utonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao Gov. 
Mujiv Hataman has con¬ 
demned the killing of two field 
workers of the Department of 
Public Works and Highways in 
ARMM (DPWH-ARMM) while 
they were building infrastruc¬ 
ture projects in the province of 
Basilan. 

An Abu Sayyaf gunman 
stood in the middle of the Basi¬ 
lan Circumferential Road and 
shot a DPWH-ARMM dump 
truck and a transit mixer with 
an M203 grenade assault ri¬ 
fle, killing the drivers of both 
heavy equipment vehicles last 
week. 

Two more DPWH ARMM 
personnel who were with the 
slain drivers are in the inten¬ 


sive care unit, fighting for their 
lives.“Even as we mourn these 
deaths, we condemn the at¬ 
tack on them and the assaults 
on the personnel of the ARMM 
who have been working to en¬ 
sure that government services 
are delivered well, so that last¬ 
ing peace may become a reality 
here,” Hataman said. 

“The perpetrators of these 
acts of violence hampered our 
efforts for the development of 
the region,” he added. 

The Abu Sayyaf persists in 
attacking the ARMM govern¬ 
ment’s ongoing construction of 
arterial road networks in Basi¬ 
lan. 

It has been doing this since 
2012 because these roads en¬ 
able law enforcement and mili¬ 
tary personnel and their vehi¬ 
cles easier access to Abu Sayyaf 
lairs on the island. 

“These roads that the DP¬ 


WH-ARMM are building are 
vital to connecting the com¬ 
munities in our region and fa¬ 
cilitating growth and develop¬ 
ment that will offer our people 
better opportunities for pros¬ 
perity and peace,” the ARMM 
regional governor said. 

Don Mustapha Loong, DP¬ 
WH-ARMM regional secre¬ 
tary, said their district engi¬ 
neer has been attacked twice 
with hand grenades, and the 
DPWH-ARMM itself has been 
subjected to numerous threats, 
including extortion. 

“We remain firm in our de¬ 
termination to continue build¬ 
ing the infrastructure our peo¬ 
ple need. Yes, we grieve, but 
these attacks will not deter the 
ARMM regional government 
from continuing its efforts to 
provide the infrastructure and 
vital services our people need,” 
Hataman said. 


Duterte vows crackdown 
on smuggling of cars 


By Ralph Villanueva 

Manila Times 


P resident Rodrigo Duterte 
has put his foot down on 
the smuggling of luxury 
cars and vowed to destroy them 
tomorrow. 

At a forum on indigenous 
people in Davao City on Thurs¬ 
day night, Duterte said the 
smugglers should “watch their 
money burn” because he will 
arrange a tractor to run over the 
smuggled luxury cars. 

“I will bulldoze them this 
Tuesday. I’ve instructed (Bu¬ 
reau of Customs) Commis¬ 
sioner Isidro Lapena to not sell 
them because the situation will 
remain the same. The smug¬ 
glers will still be the only ones 
who will benefit from the sale 
and they will be the only ones 



Duterte: crackdown on smuggling 


who will wait for the next auc¬ 
tions. It is legal and it is cheap 
because it is auctioned,” he 
added. 

According to Duterte, the 
“style” of the smugglers is to 
import the luxury cars and send 
them to a fake consignee. 

“Fake news, fake name, fake 
address. And because no one 


owns the smuggled cars, then 
no one is there to pay for the 
tax,” he said. 

“So, your style is you just 
wait. Then after a year, six 
months, the ones responsible 
for arranging the selling of the 
cars will have them auctioned. 
And you’ll still be the only ones 
who will buy them because 
you’re the only ones who’ve 
been informed that there is an 
auction,” Duterte added. 

The president said even if the 
smugglers kept on importing 
cars, he would bulldoze the ve¬ 
hicles every day. 

“You want luxury cars? Have 
them imported and pay for 
them in advance because you 
like them so much. But don’t 
fool with us because you’ve al¬ 
ways been, you’re fooling the 
government. I don’t care about 
what you’ll say about me. I 


don’t care as long as I am doing 
my job,” Duterte added. 

Also on Thursday, Malaca- 
nang spokesman Harry Roque 
said the destruction of luxury 
vehicles will be a stern warning 
to smugglers in the country. 

“The government is serious 
in its fight to curb smuggling 
and corruption and hope to 
make the Bureau of Customs as 
a showcase in our good govern¬ 
ance drive,” Roque added in a 
news briefing in Baguio City. 

“It is common knowledge 
that many apprehended luxury 
vehicles ultimately end up in 
the market where they can eas¬ 
ily win in auction,” he said. 

The Customs bureau 
seized millions worth of used 
McLaren, Lamborghini and 
Ferrari sports cars at the Manila 
International Container Port 
last November. 


Seven drug dealers 
arrested in Quezon 


Manila Times 

Manila 


S even suspected drug deal¬ 
ers were arrested in sepa¬ 
rate buy-bust operations 
over the weekend in Quezon 
City. 

Mark Tolentino, 22, a known 
drug dealer in Barangay Bungad, 
was arrested in front of a gas sta¬ 
tion along West Avenue Drive 
at 5:00am yesterday, accord¬ 
ing to QCPD Director Guillermo 
Eleazar. Eleazar said a police un¬ 
dercover agent bought P11,000 
worth of marijuana from Tolen¬ 
tino that led to his arrest after 
the transaction. 

Confiscated from the suspect 
were two blocks of fresh mari¬ 


juana leaves, drug parapherna¬ 
lia, P10,000 in “fake” bills and 
PI,000 in genuine buy-bust 
money. Meanwhile, Joey Aba- 
bao, 35, was arrested on Saturday 
night in Barangay Kaunlaran in 
Cubao. Ababao, who was on the 
drug watch list of Police Station 
7, was caught at 9:20pm. Confis¬ 
cated from him were a sachet of 
shabu, drug paraphernalia and 
the buy-bust money. 

Five others were arrested in a 
shabu session in Barangay Baesa. 

Operatives from Police Sta¬ 
tion 3 arrested Jerome Hasal, 27; 
Rolando Teraza, 34; Efren Pata- 
ta, 43; Sidney Hara, 43; and a 17- 
year old minor. 

Confiscated from them was a 
sachet of shabu and drug para¬ 
phernalia. 


AVIATION 

Pilots hurt after crash-landing on beach 

Two foreign pilots were injured yesterday when the twin-engine aircraft 
they were flying crash-landed on a beach in the western Philippines, 
police said. Briton Max Edward Harvey, 28, and Malaysian Harinalan Mu- 
niandy, 23, were rushed to hospital for treatment of various injuries, said 
Chief Inspector Imelda Tolentino. a regional police spokeswoman. 

The plane, a Piper Aztec 2350, crash-landed on the beach of the village of 
New Agutaya, 487 kilometres south-west of Manila. Tolentino said. 

“The aircraft was bound for Manila and loaded with live fish when it 
crashed due to engine failure,” she said, adding that aviation authorities 
were inspecting the plane. 


Mayon evacuees assured of quality goods 


Manila Times 

Manila 


T he Department of Social Welfare and Develop¬ 
ment (DSWD) assured victims of the Mayon 
volcano disaster that relief goods being given 
to them were of the highest quality and said that any¬ 
thing less would be acted on immediately. 

“I assure you that relief goods that are being dis¬ 
tributed are not expired because that is unacceptable. 
Goods that will be found expired will be investigated,” 
said DSWD Officer-in-Charge Emmanuel Leyco in 
the wake of an investigation by the Albay Public Safe¬ 
ty and Emergency Management Office. 

According to the report of DSWD Field Office 5, the 
relief goods will not expire until 2020. 

Leyco further clarified that the agency distributed 
food items three months before the expiration date. 

Leyco flew to Albay last week to assess the status of 
the distribution of the relief goods and the conditions 
in the evacuation centres. 

He emphasised that the agency distributed relief 
goods through its Food for Work Programme wherein 
family food packs were provided in exchange for the 
work carried out by beneficiaries. 

As of yesterday, 19,113 families or 72,441 persons 
are currently staying in 88 evacuation centres in Al¬ 
bay, the DSWD said. 

Meanwhile, Mayon emitted a weaker lava fountain 
and a 500 - metre ash plume that lasted for 37 seconds 
on Saturday evening. 

The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seis¬ 
mology (Phivolcs) said that while Mayon’s activity 
has been waning. Alert Level 4 remained in effect over 
the area. 

“Phivolcs will maintain close monitoring of Mayon 
volcano and any new development will be communi¬ 
cated to all concerned stakeholders,” the agency said. 
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A resident distributes free masks to motorists as Mayon volcano spews ashes in Camlaig town, Albay province. 
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Maldives top court seeks 
to impeach president: AG 


Reuters 

Male 


T he Supreme Court in the 
Maldives is trying to im¬ 
peach President Abdulla 
Yameen for not obeying its or¬ 
der to release jailed opposition 
leaders, the attorney general 
(AG) said yesterday, warning of 
further instability in the Indian 
Ocean nation. 

The Maldives, best known 
for its luxury resorts, has been 
in a political crisis since the 
top court threw out terrorism 
convictions last week against 
former president Moham- 
ed Nasheed and others who 
have been trying to oust the 
president for years. 

Yameen has faced calls at 
home, and from the United 
States and India, among other 
nations, to heed the court de¬ 
cision on Nasheed, the island's 
first democratically elected 
president, and the others, but 
so far has dug in his heels. 

Home to about 400,000 


people, the Maldives has also 
been drawn into a regionwide 
tussle for influence between 
India - with which it has long¬ 
standing political and secu¬ 
rity ties - and China, which 
opened an embassy in 2011 
and has offered technical and 
financial assistance to build 
infrastructure. 

Attorney General Mohamed 
Anil said the government had 
received information the Su¬ 
preme Court was preparing to 
fire Yameen, but such a move 
would be illegal and resisted by 
government law enforcement 
authorities. 

“We have received informa¬ 
tion that things might happen 
that will lead to a national secu¬ 
rity crisis,” Anil told reporters in 
the capital, Male. 

“The information says the 
Supreme Court might issue a 
ruling to impeach or remove the 
president from power,” he said, 
adding that government bodies 
had been given instructions not 
to carry out such an order. 

Meanwhile, Parliament Sec- 



In this file photo, Abdulla 
Yameen takes oath as the 


president of Maldives during 
a swearing-in ceremony at the 
parliament in Male in 2013. 

retary General Ahmed Moham¬ 
ed, who is politically neutral, 
suddenly resigned yesterday, 
citing personal reasons a day 
before the opening session of 
the body. 

Mohamed had told Reuters he 
would abide by a separate Su¬ 


preme Court ruling ordering the 
reinstatement of 12 legislators 
who defected from Yameen's 
ruling party last year. Allowing 
them to return to the legislature 
would deprive him of a majority. 

More than 100 riot police 
stood guard outside govern¬ 
ment offices in Male, including 
parliament, as well as at Repub¬ 
lic Square, a site of protests by 
opposition activists, although 
the streets were quiet. 

The combined opposition 
said it feared a military takeo¬ 
ver of the islands to preserve 
Yameen's grip on power. 

“The intimidation of the Su¬ 
preme Court justices, with the 
highly irregular statement made 
by the attorney general defying 
the Supreme Court, supported 
by the two chiefs of the security 
forces, is tantamount to the ef¬ 
fective sidelining of the judici¬ 
ary and in direct contravention 
of the constitution,” it said in a 
statement. 

“Maldivians are fearful that 
President Yameen is about to 
order a full military takeover of 


the country, in an attempt to 
ensure he is not removed from 
office.” 

The crisis poses the biggest 
threat to Yameen's control of 
the Maldives since he took pow¬ 
er in 2013, defeating Nasheed 
in an election which the latter's 
supporters said was rigged. 

Yameen has stopped short of 
saying he will not obey the court 
order. He told a party meeting 
on Saturday he “did not expect 
the Supreme Court ruling at all”. 

Critics of the government 
continued to face pressure. Yes¬ 
terday, police raided the home 
of Hassan Saeed, the head of 
the judicial administration de¬ 
partment, which the opposition 
said was considering a corrup¬ 
tion investigation into Yameen. 

Police said in a statement 
they were looking to arrest 
Saeed over an investigation into 
apartment purchases. 

They were also inquiring 
about whether family members 
of Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Abdulla Saeed and Supreme 
Court Justice Ali Hameed, who 


handed down last week's ruling, 
were involved in the apartment 
purchases, police said. 

Yameen's senior ruling party 
members also called on author¬ 
ities to shut down independent 
TV channel Raajje TV saying it 
was spreading discord. 

In response, the US embassy 
in Colombo, Sri Lanka, issued a 
tweet to say it was “dismayed to 
hear rumours” about a potential 
shutdown, and calling it “yet 
another blow” to freedom of the 
press. 

The political drama in the 
Maldives, which is made up of 
26 coral atolls and 1,192 indi¬ 
vidual islands, centres on tiny, 
densely populated Male, the 
base of all its major institutions. 

Besides political wrangling, 
the largely Muslim island chain 
is grappling with problems such 
as significant numbers of radi¬ 
calised youth who enlisted to 
fight for the Islamic State mili¬ 
tant group in the Middle East. 

Yameen on Saturday fired 
his second police chief in 
three days. 


On I-Day, Lanka vows to 
achieve economic freedom 






Sri Lanka’s President Maithripala Sirisena addressing the nation during the country’s 70th Independence 
day celebrations in Colombo yesterday. 


Nepal provinces hold 
assembly meetings 


IANS 

Colombo 


S ri Lanka celebrated the 
70th anniversary of its 
Independence yesterday 
with grand military parades and 
attendance of political leaders. 

Sri Lanka forces held a col¬ 
ourful grand parade along the 
Galle Road, close to the Co¬ 
lombo Harbour to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of independ¬ 
ence from British colonial rule 
in 1948, Xinhua reported. 

In his speech. President 
Maithripala Sirisena said Sri 
Lanka would gain complete in¬ 
dependence only after achiev¬ 
ing complete economic and 
cultural freedom. 

The year 2018 will be a crucial 
year for Sri Lanka in achiev¬ 
ing economic freedom, and the 
government must ensure the 
country achieves its long term 
goals, said the president. 

“We must remember that 
true freedom does not comprise 
only of political freedom. As a 
country, our future successes lie 
in our commitment to achiev¬ 


ing long term goals with firm de¬ 
termination, as we have done in 
the past,” Sirisena said. 

He paid tribute to the patriots 
who had sacrificed their lives in 


achieving the country's freedom 
over the years. 

Prime Minister Ranil Wick- 
remesinghe said that since being 
elected to power, the government 


had been consistently focusing 
on creating the right social and 
political climate needed to build 
a society that is indeed free and 
stable. 


Agencies 

Kathmandu 


I n a significant step to¬ 
wards institutionalising 
federal democratic sys¬ 
tem in Nepal, four provincial 
assemblies yesterday started 
their maiden meetings. 

The first-ever meetings of 
state assemblies in Province 
2, 5, 6 and 7 were held in the 
respective provincial capitals. 

The meetings were con¬ 
vened at the temporary 
headquarters Janakpur, 
Butwal, Birendranagar and 
Dhangadi, respectively. 

Janakpur, the temporary 
capital of Province 2, has 
seen a spike in political ac¬ 
tivities in the past few days. 

Top leaders of the Sang- 
hiya Samajbadi Forum Nepal 
and the Rastriya Janata Party 
Nepal, which gained signifi¬ 
cance with their movement 
for federalism and the rights 
of the Madhesi people, 
are now in Janakpur. 

They are holding consul¬ 
tations for electing officials 
to hold provincial posts. 

There have been a series of 
protests and movements in 


the Tarai, mostly in Province 
2, over some provisions of the 
federal constitution adopted 
in 2015. More than 120 Mad- 
hesis were killed in clashes 
with the security forces. 

First time in the history 
of Nepal elections for pro¬ 
vincial assembly were held 
in two phases on November 
26 and December 7 last year. 

A total of 550 members 
were elected for seven pro¬ 
vincial assemblies. The Left 
Alliance of CPN (UML) and 
CPN (Maoist Center) regis¬ 
tered massive victory in all 
states except Province 2. 

Two Madhesi parties 
Sanghiya Samjawadi Forum 
Nepal and Rashtriya Janata 
Party Nepal jointly secured 
majority in Province 2. 

Meanwhile, negotiations 
for formation of central as 
well as provincial govern¬ 
ments are on. 

At the central level, CPN- 
UML and Maoist Centre, 
which have formed Left Al¬ 
liance, are all set to form a 
majority government. 

Out of seven provinces, 
the Left Alliance is in a posi¬ 
tion to form governments in 
all except Province No 2. 


Two held 
over alleged 
bond scam 

Reuters 

Colombo 


S ri Lankan police said yes¬ 
terday they had arrested 
two officials from primary 
dealer Perpetual Treasuries Ltd, 
which was named in a report 
as being involved in an alleged 
government bond scam in 2015. 

Police arrested Arjun Aloy- 
sius, owner of Perpetual Treas¬ 
uries to which more than half 
the bonds in a 2015 auction were 
sold to, and Perpetual chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer Kasun Palisena. 
Aloysius is the son-in-law of Ar- 
juna Mahendran, who was central 
bank governor at the time of the 
auction in question. 

The arrests came a month 
after President Maithripala 
Sirisena said a panel had recom¬ 
mended legal action against the 
finance minister and central bank 
governor of the time, and the 
owner and officials of Perpetual 
Treasuries. 

Sirisena said the presidential 
commission of inquiry had con¬ 
cluded that Perpetual Treasur¬ 
ies had profited through illegal 
means. 

Mahendran, Aloysius, and Per¬ 
petual Treasuries have denied any 
wrongdoing. 

Police spokesman Ruwan 
Gunasekara said they had ar¬ 
rested Aloysius and Plaisena 
yesterday “as part of ongoing 
investigations on the bond issue'! 

“The CID has reported the facts 
to the magistrate court and made 
the arrest. The two wiU be pro¬ 
duced before the magistrate.” 

Bangladesh foreign 
exchange reserves 
fall In January 

Bangladesh’s foreign exchange 
reserves fell to $32.69bn as at the 
end of January from $33.23bn 
the previous month, but were up 
neariy 3% from a year eariier, the 
centrai bank said yesterday. 

The monthiy decline was fuelied 
by a rise in imports, a senior 
centrai bank officiai said, adding 
the reserves were sufficient to 
cover about 10 months’ worth of 
imports for the country of 160mn 
people. 

Steady garment exports and 
remittances from Bangladeshis 
working overseas, the key drivers 
of the country’s more than 
$250bn economy, have helped 
foreign exchange reserves grow 
steadily in recent years. 

Last month, Bangladesh’s central 
bank kept Its key policy Interest 
rates unchanged, while it raised 
its private sector credit growth 
target In a bid to achieve an 
economic growth target of 7.4% 
for the 2017-18 financial year that 
ends In June. 

Bangladesh’s economic growth 
hit a record 7.28% in the 2016-17 
financial year, up from 7.11% the 
previous year. 


Farmer loses legs 
as mine explodes 


Not possible to realise demand by 
putting pressure on govt: Hasina 



National University vice chancellor Dr Harun-or Rashid handing over a crest to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday in Dhaka. 


AFP 

Dhaka 


A Bangladeshi farmer 
lost both legs when 
he stepped on a land¬ 
mine reportedly planted by 
Myanmar security forces in 
a buffer zone between the 
two countries, officials said 
yesterday. 

The incident happened near 
the southern Bangladesh bor¬ 
der town of Naikhongchari on 
Saturday when Badiur Rah¬ 
man crossed into the zone. 

“His cow strayed inside the 
Myanmar border in no-man's 
land. He accidently stepped 
on a mine when he went there 
to fetch the cow,” said Sarwar 
Kamal, a local government 
administrator. 

The 45 - year - old was 
rushed to a local clinic and 
later moved to hospital in 
the southern port city of 
Chittagong. 

“His condition is very criti¬ 
cal,” said Marjia Khatun, a 
nurse. 

Bangladesh border officials 
accuse Myanmar security 
forces of planting mines along 
border areas. 

Border Guard Bangladesh 


commander Anwarul Azim 
said the area where Satur¬ 
day's incident happened 
was unfenced and graz¬ 
ing cows very often strayed 
across. 

“The Myanmar army plant¬ 
ed those mines a while ago. 
Rahman accidentally stepped 
on one of those and lost both 
his legs,” he said. 

Myanmar troops have been 
accused of waging an ethnic 
cleansing campaign against 
the country's Rohingya Mus¬ 
lim minority, nearly 700,000 
of whom have fled to Bangla¬ 
desh since last August. 

Rights activists say the 
mines are aimed at preventing 
the refugees from returning to 
their villages. 

“By planting these mines, 
the Myanmar army is trying to 
ensure that the Rohingya refu¬ 
gees would never try to return 
home,” said Bangladeshi rights 
activist Nur Khan Liton. 

“They don't care whether 
they are breaching interna¬ 
tional law,” Liton said, adding 
that such acts were “crimes 
against humanity'! 

Since the violence erupted 
on August 25, several Rohingya 
have been killed in landmine 
explosions in no man's land. 


By Mizan Rahman 

Dhaka 


R eferring to the recent agi¬ 
tation by various sections 
of teachers over vari¬ 
ous demands. Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said it 
will not be possible to realise any 
demand by putting pressure on 
the government. 

“If anyone thinks it's the last 
year of the government, and we 
(government) will fulfil all the 
demands they're placing that's 
wrong. I don't care about power. 
It matters little to me whether 
I'll be there in power or not,” 
she said. 

The prime minister was ad¬ 
dressing an ‘Education Rally' 
arranged by the National Uni¬ 
versity at Bangabandhu Inter¬ 
national Conference Centre in 
Dhaka. Some 2,040 principals 
of the colleges under Nation¬ 
al University from across the 
country joined the rally. 

PM Hasina said the govern¬ 
ment gives the highest impor¬ 
tance to education and has taken 
many steps for the sector since it 
assumed office in 1996. 

“Anyone didn't need to go for 


any agitation and place demands 
in this regard since then. You 
(teachers) can keep trust in the 
Awami League as it didn't de¬ 
prive anyone of his or her rights 
and won't do either as long as it's 
in power. I'll just say nobody can 
realise anything exerting pres¬ 
sure on us,” she said, adding, 
“When we're taking the country 
forward based on a policy, every¬ 
thing can't be realised by creat¬ 


ing unnecessary pressure.” 

Talking about quality educa¬ 
tion, Hasina said now many per¬ 
sons say that the quality of edu¬ 
cation is not being maintained. 
“But there is question here how 
the standard is measured. Im¬ 
proving the standard is a matter 
of continuation.” 

She stressed the need for hav¬ 
ing time-befitting curricula in 
line with the changing world 


and urged the teachers to for¬ 
mulate that with a focus on 
technological education. 

Describing teachers as the ar¬ 
chitects of the nation, she said 
they will have to think what kind 
of human beings they are creat¬ 
ing through providing lessons 
as the future of the country and 
the nation. 

The prime minister said the 
mindset of the teachers and those 


prepare curricula will have to be 
modern as well to take the coun¬ 
try forward keeping consistency 
with the fast changing world. 

About the National Univer¬ 
sity (NU), Hasina said there is 
no session jam at the NU and it 
also published academic calen¬ 
dar for up to 2021. “Now most 
NU activities are being conduct¬ 
ed with the use of information 
technology.” 






























Gulf Times 

Monday, February 5,2018 


21 


COMMENT ® 


The threat posed by Bitcoin 



By Harold James 

London 


T he extraordinary volatility 
of Bitcoin and other 
cryptocurrencies has 
become a threat not just to 
the international financial system, 
but also to political order. The 
blockchain technology upon which 
cryptocurrencies are based promises 
a better and more secure payment 
method than anything seen before, and 
some believe that cryptocurrencies 
will replace electronic currency in 
traditional bank accounts, just as 
electronic transfers replaced paper 
money, which succeeded gold and 
silver. 

But others are rightly suspicious 
that this new technology might be 
manipulated or abused. Money is part 
of the social fabric. For most of the 
history of human civilisation, it has 
provided a basis for trust between 
people and governments, and between 
individuals through exchange. It has 
almost always been an expression 
of sovereignty as well, and private 
currencies have been very rare. 

In the case of metallic money, 
coins typically bore emblems of state 
identity, one of the earliest examples 
being the owl symbolising Athens. 
Usually, however, there was some 
confusion about whether the emblems 
on coins represented sovereignty or 
divinity, ^^^ose head is on this coin? Is 
it Philip of Macedon or Alexander the 
Great, or is it Hercules? Later, Roman 
emperors would exploit this ambiguity, 
by stamping coins with their own 
“divine” visage. And even today, 

British coins have embossed words 
linking the monarchy to God. 

Whatever the case, there is a clear 
pattern throughout history: bad 
states produce bad money, and bad 
money leads to failed states. During 


periods of inflation or hyperinflation, 
radical currency devaluation would 
destroy the basis of political order. 

For example, the Thirty Years’ War in 
Central Europe during the seventeenth 
century was fuelled in large part by 
social disintegration following a period 
of monetary instability. 

Similarly, during the French 
Revolution, speculation in a paper 
currency pegged to “national” 
property that had been confiscated 
from aristocrats and the church 
undermined the Jacobins’ legitimacy. 

In the twentieth century, periods of 
inflation during and after the two 
world wars destroyed Europe’s political 
institutions and fanned the flames of 
radicalism. In fact, Vladimir Lenin 
regarded the currency press as the 
“simplest way to exterminate the very 
spirit of capitalism” and bourgeois 
democracy. 

In addition to being one of the main 
factors behind the disintegration of 
states, bad money has also been a 
key feature of interstate conflicts. 

For belligerent states, creating or 
exploiting monetary turmoil has 
historically been a cheap way to 
destroy opponents. Even in peacetime, 
some states have responded to 
deteriorating relations by planting fake 
money to sow discord beyond their 
borders. 

The best-known example of such 
monetary warfare is Nazi Germany’s 
scheme to print the banknotes of 
Allied powers during World War 11. 
Counterfeit notes could of course be 
used to purchase scarce resources 
or pay spies. But Germany also 
envisioned using long-range bombers 
to drop forged banknotes over Britain. 
Just imagine the demoralisation and 
chaos that would have followed. 
Anyone with a large amount of money 
would automatically be suspect, and 
public trust would quickly erode. 
Dropping money could very well 


be more devastating than dropping 
bombs. 

Money is even easier to manipulate 
when it is internationalised. In the 
modern era, rogue states such as North 
Korea have regularly forged banknotes, 
particularly those of the United States. 
And cross-border electronic transfers 
between banks are often used for 
malign and criminal purposes. So 
far, though, there have not been any 
globally devastating monetary attacks 
outside the realm of cinematic fantasy. 

Of course, there have long been 
political efforts to undermine or 


replace the dollar as the dominant 
global currency. The most seductive 
alternative seems to have been gold. 
Russian theorists of “Eurasia” often 
tout traditional Russian iconography’s 
use of the fine metal. In 2001, then- 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad tried to introduce a “gold 
dinar” as an answer to the US-based 
currency system. And in 2005, A1 
Qaeda’s security chief, Saif al-Adl, 
suggested using gold to topple the 
dollar. 

Bitcoin looks like a 21st-century 
version of gold, and its creators have 


even embraced that analogy. It is 
produced - or “mined” - through 
effort. And just as the price of gold 
once reflected the human exertion 
needed to extract it from the ground 
in remote locations, creating Bitcoins 
takes an exorbitant amount of 
computing power, driven by cheap 
energy in remote areas of Asia or 
Iceland. 

But the rise of Bitcoin represents 
a shift in how society perceives 
fundamental value. V^ereas pre- 
modern metallic currencies served as 
a basis for the labour theory of value - 


whereby goods and services are worth 
the amount of human labour put into 
them - blockchain technology assigns 
value to a combination of computing 
power and stored energy, none of it 
human. 

At the same time, cryptocurrencies 
like Bitcoin have made it all but 
impossible to distinguish between 
state and private-sector criminality. 
North Korea has been suspected of 
continuing its attempts at monetary 
manipulation by mining and creating 
Bitcoin, which has led China 
and South Korea to start closing 
down Bitcoin exchanges. Major 
cryptocurrency platforms such as 
Coincheck in Japan have also put a 
halt to trading. 

And yet we have already reached the 
point where a Bitcoin crash could have 
serious global implications. Financial 
institutions’ current exposure to 
the cryptocurrency is unclear, and 
probably would not be fully revealed 
until after a financial disaster. It is 
eerily reminiscent of 2007 and 2008, 
when no one really knew where the 
exposure to subprime-mortgage debt 
ultimately lay. Until the crash, it was 
anyone’s guess which institutions 
might be insolvent. 

Just as one cannot instantly tell 
whether a news report is “fake news,” 
nor can one immediately discern the 
validity of new monetary forms. Unless 
a currency has been authenticated 
by a government, it is unlikely to be 
fully trusted. But that does not mean 
that it cannot become a plaything for 
the naive and gullible, or a weapon of 
financial mass destruction for political 
belligerents around the world. - 
Project Syndicate 

^Harold James is Professor of History 
and International Affairs at Princeton 
University and a senior fellow at the 
Center for International Governance 
Innovation. 


What happened? One day you wake up old 


By Gina Barreca 

The Hartford Courant 


P eople age all at once. Nobody 
gets old gradually. One day 
you look at yourself and - 
whoa. 

Let’s say you’ve looked more or less 
the same since 2002, or 2012 or 1996: 
Just pick the year when you last chose 
to sing along to a brand-new pop 
song on the radio, and let’s consider 
that year the time you put your age on 
“pause.” 

But suddenly, overnight - through 
a combination of the kind of nefarious 
magic found in cheap time-travelling 
fantasy novels blended with the 
rudimentary technology found in 
episodes of Star Trek (which you are 
old enough to remember) - you are 
transported into Elder World. You’ve 
fast-forwarded with a vengeance. 

You wake up wondering why you’re 
surrounded by old people only to 
realise that you are one of the old 
people. You might call yourself a 
boomer, a rocker, a legend or a classic, 
but at a certain point you realise most 
respectful people are calling you 
“Ma’am,” “Sir” or, most unnervingly, 
“Hon.” 


Now that Ringo Starr is most 
properly and without irony addressed 
as “Sir Ringo” and Meat Loaf has been 
referred to as “Mr Loaf” by The Wall 
Street Journal as far back as 2004, 
we need to reassess how we think of 
ourselves and consider the best forms 
of address. 

During a Q&A after a recent 
event, I was asked by a member 
of the audience how I react when 
called a syrupy “Dear” or “Hon” 
by a server or sales associate who 
might be slightly condescending 
because I’m the same age as the bad 
grandma who never remembered 
their birthday. 

I told the audience that I always say, 
“Hiya, Toots,” and promise to let them 
know when I’d like their assistance. 

Look, I worked retail when I was 
in my 20s and remember all too 
well how weird it was to think that 
anybody over 35 could want, well, 
anything. 

When I worked at Bloomingdale’s, 
there was a dainty and beautiful 
woman, easily in her 70s, who 
regularly used to buy carefully fitted 
suits from the designer section. I got 
nervous every time I saw her because I 
was scared she’d have a heart attack in 
the dressing room. 


Thinking back, however, what 
I remember most vividly is how 
fabulous she looked. I now wonder 
what her story was and wonder about 
whom she was meeting in those 
flattering, charming and elegant 
clothes. 

Maybe you’ve got a different 
response to sudden ageing. Maybe 
when you wake up and see that you’re 
older, you don’t think, “Whoa,” but 
instead, brush it off and think, “So 
what if my hair is a little wild? I’m only 
going to the mailbox.” 

The only trouble is that this can 
lead to thinking, “Nobody will 
notice if there’s a stain on my shirt. 
Or that it’s misbuttoned. Or inside 
out. After all, there are only a few 
people in the studio and, sure. I’ll 
be on air discussing international 
politics, but it’ll only be for a 
couple of minutes.” 

Or maybe one day you catch 
yourself thinking, “You know what 
would make a great Valentine’s 
present this year? Matching 
compression socks.” And then, 
especially if you can find a coupon, 
you actually buy them. 

As we grow older, we need to adjust 
to the changes in the world and in 
ourselves. We need to update our 


playlists, our vocabularies, our ideas 
and our expectations. 

Aging well is like riding a Harley: It’s 
important to keep up a steady speed 
and lean into the turns. We have to 
adjust our centre of gravity. 

Nature helps most of us with that 
last part whether or not we make the 
request. The rest of the tuneups we 
need to implement on our own. 

Yet my Facebook friend Linda 
Thompson argues, “Old is a transient 
state: It comes and it goes. All one 
needs is a new love, any love, to 
become young again.” 

OK, so you probably shouldn’t buy 
the new love compression socks until 
the relationship has travelled a few 
miles into the journey. 

But almost anything can be 
made intriguing by those of us who 
understand what it’s like to go to sleep 
as Annette Funicello and wake up as 
Bea Arthur. 

Say “arch support” like you mean it. 
Toots, and - whoa. 

• Gina Barreca is an English professor 
at the University of Connecticut and 
the author of If You Lean In, Will Men 
Just Look Down Your Blouse? and 
eight other books. She can be reached at 
www.ginabarreca.com. 


Live issues 

Sun safety not a top priority in daycare 


By Lisa Rapaport 

Reuters Health 


K ids in daycare may not 

always learn about sun safety 
because their teachers are 
more focused on lessons 
about healthy food choices, brushing 
teeth and getting plenty of exercise, a 
US study suggests. 

Researchers surveyed 202 
administrators, managers and teachers 
at Head Start and other daycare 
centres in Illinois in July, a time of year 
when kids are apt to be exposed to 
harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays. 

Overall, when participants 
ranked their top priorities for 
teaching toddlers and preschoolers 
healthy habits, good nutrition came 
first, followed by exercise, and 
brushing teeth. Less than one in five 
respondents listed bike helmets, 
vaccinations or sun protection as top 
priorities. 

“The seasonal shift in sun intensity 
in Illinois means that sun safety 
receives less attention than health 
promotion activities that apply all 
year such as good nutrition, adequate 
exercise and brushing teeth,” said 


senior study author Dr June Robinson 
of the Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine in 
Chicago. 

While about half of the daycare 
programmes did provide sunscreen for 
students, 77% of these programmes 
didn’t allow kids to apply the 
sunscreen themselves, researchers 
report in JAMA Dermatology. 

It’s possible some daycare centres 
were following state regulations 
that apply to students starting in 
elementary school, which classify 
sunscreen as an over-the-counter 
medication that can only be applied 
by a school nurse with a doctor’s 
prescription, Robinson said by 
e-mail. Daycare centres aren’t 
bound by these regulations, but it 
might still influence their decisions, 
Robinson said. 

About half of the programmes, 
however, used spray sunscreens to 
avoid unnecessarily touching children. 
This may be one way to help more 
children get protection, Robinson said 
by e-mail. 

“In the past, touching children, 
which is prohibited out of concerns 
about child abuse, prevented the 
application of the lotion type of 


sunscreen,” Robinson said. 

Head Start programmes were more 
likely to use spray sunscreen than 
other daycare centres, the study 
found. Often, programmes that did 
use sprays failed to avoid spraying 
sunscreen directly on kids’ faces, 
which can cause children to inhale it or 
get it in their eyes and isn’t the correct 
way to apply this product. 

Most programmes did not report 
children having any sunburns, and 
most also followed guidelines for 
keeping kids out of the sun during 
when the heat index is too high. 

One limitation of the study is that 
it only examined daycare centres in 
Illinois, and it’s possible the results 
would be different in places with 
other regulations regarding sunblock 
application in schools or different 
seasonal weather, the authors note. 

Still, the results highlight a need to 
raise awareness about the need for sun 
protection for kids in early childhood 
programmes, said Dr Henry Lim, 
president of the American Academy 
of Dermatology and senior vice- 
president for academic affairs at the 
Henry Ford Health System in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

“It is totally appropriate and 


understandable that top concerns 
were good nutrition, adequate 
exercise, brushing teeth and wearing 
seat belts, but teachers need to be 
educated about the long term side 
effects of sun exposure,” Lim, who 
wasn’t involved in the study, said 
by e-mail. “Aside from sunburn, 
teachers obviously would not observe 
the skin ageing and skin cancers in 
their students; therefore, education is 
needed.” 

Parents can also help make sun 
safety a priority, said Mary Tripp of 
the University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Centre in Houston. 

“Parents can apply sunscreen 
lotion to children before they go to 
school and provide sunscreen for 
teachers to use at school,” Tripp, who 
wasn’t involved in the study, said by 
e-mail. 

“Parents also can provide wide- 
brimmed hats and other protective 
clothing such as shirts with longer 
sleeves for their children to use at 
school,” Tripp added. “By practising 
sun protection themselves, parents 
can role model these behaviours for 
their children, which is critical in 
helping children develop these healthy 
habits at a young age.” 
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Around the world 
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today 

Max/min 

tomorrow 

Max/min 

Athens 

M Sunny 

18/07 

Sunny 

16/07 

Beirut 

P Cloudy 

22/17 

M Sunny 

22/15 

Bangkok 

P Cloudy 

30/19 

Sunny 

28/19 

Beriin 

M Sunny 

01/-6 

P Cloudy 

01/-7 

Cairo 

P Cloudy 

29/16 

P Cloudy 

28/16 

Cape Town 

Sunny 

30/17 

P Cloudy 

22/17 
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31/24 
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M Sunny 
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29/16 

Hong Kong 

Sunny 

15/11 

Sunny 

17/12 
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P Cloudy 
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P Cloudy 
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Jakarta 

T Storm 

29/24 

T Storm 

29/24 

Karachi 

M Cloudy 

28/12 

Sunny 

29/11 
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P Cloudy 
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P Cloudy 
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Maniia 

P Cloudy 

30/22 

P Cloudy 
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Cloudy 

-11/-16 
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M Cloudy 

23/12 

M Cloudy 

23/08 

New York 

Sunny 

02/-3 

P Cloudy 

06/0 

Paris 

Cloudy 

04/01 

Rain & Snow 

03/-2 
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Cloudy 

24/18 

Cloudy 

26/18 

Seoui 

Sunny 

-6/-15 

Sunny 

-6/-14 

Singapore 

P Cloudy 

30/24 

P Cloudy 

30/24 

Sydney 

Sunny 

25/18 

P Cloudy 

24/19 

Tokyo 

Clear 

08/01 

Clear 
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Smokers should 
quit instead of 
cutting down 


It has been proven one more time that smoking is bad 
for health, even if it is just one cigarette a day. A new 
report cites researchers saying that smoking just one 
single cigarette a day can significantly raise the risk of 
heart disease and stroke. 

While it is better to cut down than to smoke heavily, 
the study contradicts the common belief that cutting 
way down also reduces risk quite a bit. In fact, cutting 
back from a pack a day to just one cigarette a day 
only lowers the heart health risks a little bit, Allan 
Hackshaw at the UCL Cancer Institute at University 
College London and colleagues found. 

“We have shown that a large proportion of the risk of 
coronary heart disease and stroke comes from smoking 
only a few cigarettes,” Hackshaw’s team wrote in the 
British Medical Journal’s online publication The BMJ. 
This has important consequences for smokers who 
believe that light smoking carries little or no harm. 

Hackshaw’s team went back through all the credible 

health studies they 


Light smoking 
creates a 
substantial risk 
for heart disease 
and stroke 


could find dating back 
to 1946. They looked 
at how many cigarettes 
people reported 
smoking and looked 
at what happened to 
those smokers. For 
men, smoking one 
cigarette a day on average raised the risk of heart 
disease by 48% over a non-smoker, while smoking 20 
cigarettes a day doubled the risk. For a woman the risks 
were even higher. Smoking one cigarette a day raised 
heart disease risk for women by 57% and 20 cigarettes 
a day raised the risk 2.8 times. Men who smoked one 
cigarette per day did not have l/20th the risk — one 
half of 1% — compared to a pack-a-day smoker, but 
instead had 46% of the extra risk of heart disease. The 
conclusion from Hackshaw’s team is that no safe level 
of smoking exists for cardiovascular disease. 

“The take-home message for smokers is that any 
exposure to cigarette smoke is too much,” Kenneth 
Johnson, an epidemiologist at the University of Ottawa 
who was not involved in the research, wrote in an 
editorial. “New tobacco products, such as e-cigarettes 
and heat-not-burn cigarettes, may carry substantial 
risk for heart disease and stroke,” Johnson added. It is 
still worth trying to cut back, said Paul Aveyard of the 
University of Oxford, who also was not involved in the 
study. 

“This well-conducted study confirms what many 
epidemiologists have suspected but few among the 
public have: light smoking creates a substantial risk for 
heart disease and stroke. The implication is obvious — 
anyone who smokes should stop,” Aveyard said. 

A new report released last week from the National 
Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine 
found little evidence about the health risks of 
e-cigarettes but said they might be useful if used to 
help smokers cut down or quit. Smokers should quit 
instead of cutting down, using appropriate cessation 
aids if needed, to significantly reduce their risk of heart 
disease and stroke. Heart disease is the leading cause 
of death in the US and most developed countries, and 
it is estimated that smoking is a key trigger for heart 
disease deaths. 
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South Korean leader 
Olympic realpolitik 


By Christopher R Hill 

Seoul 


S outh Korean President Moon 
Jae-in has made a good start to 
the New Year. Not only did he 
broker an agreement to bring 
North Korea to the Winter Olympic 
Games in Pyeongchang; he also 
convinced US President Donald Trump 
that doing so was in fact Trump's idea. 

With his Olympic coup, Moon 
has both managed the North Korean 
threat to the Games and avoided any 
backlash from the United States. Still, 
the agreement that North and South 
Korea reached in the border village 
of Panmunjom earlier this month is 
unlikely to lead to renewed nuclear- 
disarmament talks. 

Rather, once the Games are over, 
the North will likely use the current 
diplomatic opening to probe in 
other areas unrelated to its nuclear 
programme, which, in turn, will raise a 
set of trying and familiar issues for the 
US - South Korea relationship. 

After all. North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un certainly wasn't motivated by 
a genuine New Year's resolution when 
he called for better relations with South 
Korea on January 1. On the contrary, his 
gambit was in keeping with the North's 
longstanding policy of trying to weaken 
the US - South Korean alliance. 

In reaching out to the South, Kim 
wants to demonstrate that the North 
can live peacefully with its neighbours, 
even as it maintains a nuclear arsenal. 
More broadly, Kim is seeking to 
normalise the North's status as a 
wannabe, self-identified nuclear power 
in the eyes of the world. 



A North Korean national flag (top) and 
a South Korean national flag (bottom) 
flutter over the Athletes Village in 
Pyeongchang on February 1,2018. 

Achieving these goals, Kim hopes, 
will drive a wedge between the US and 
South Korea. He knows that Trump's 
approval ratings in South Korea are far 
lower than his already-abysmal ratings 
in the US, so he is exploiting that fact 
to facilitate his nuclear-normalisation 
objective. And, of course, the North is 
always looking for opportunities to win 
relief from sanctions. 


Moon, for his part, has handled Kim's 
“peace offensive" well. North Korea's 
Olympians and cheerleaders will 
undoubtedly be greeted enthusiastically 
when they arrive by train in the South, 
and the crowd will roar its approval 
when athletes from the two countries 
march into the stadium under the same 
banner. 

To be sure, the North Koreans will 
think they were invited to participate 
in the Games not in spite of their 
nuclear programme, but because of it. 
From their perspective. South Korea 
seems to have developed a newfound 
respect - or fear - of what the North 
is becoming. And participation in the 
Olympics suggests that international 
isolation is a temporary fact of life, 
a toll on the road to fully recognised 
nuclear status. They might think that, 
soon enough, other countries will be 
lining up to offer the North a seat at 
the diplomatic table. 

But Moon has made it clear that his 
government will not be seduced by the 
Olympic spirit. If North Korea's leaders 
expect participation in the Games to 
lead to recognition of their country's 
nuclear status, they will be waiting a 
long time. The South's goal is to host a 
successful Olympic Games, after a year 
in which many countries questioned 
whether it was safe to send a delegation 
at all. Once the Games are over, the 
North will be facing a long winter of 
opprobrium and isolation. 

That means the North would be 
wrong to assume that the South will 
beg it to reopen the Kaesong Industrial 
Complex, one of the most ambitious 
North-South co-operative efforts of 
the 2003-2009 detente era. Moon has 
shown no interest in such gestures. He 


understands that unilateral concessions 
will not improve South Korea's position 
vis-a-vis the other regional and global 
powers reacting to North Korean 
behaviour. 

Like the Saudis and others before 
him. Moon knows that the way to 
Trump's heart is through his ego. But 
he also must manage the broader front 
of countries that are participating in 
historically strong sanctions against an 
abhorrent state. In that respect. Moon's 
first big test will come immediately 
after the Olympics, when the South 
Korea-US Combined Forces Command 
will decide on its plans for future 
military exercises. 

North Korea, of course, will object to 
such exercises, as it always does. But so, 
too, might China and Russia, which will 
accuse the US of reversing the Olympic 
thaw. Even so, a military alliance 
without exercises is like an orchestra 
without instruments. Moon most likely 
understands this, just as he realises 
that the importance of his country's 
relationship with the US, despite its 
headaches and complexities, dwarfs 
that of any of its other partnerships 
around the world. 

At the end of the day, a progressive 
South Korean government such as 
Moon's always must demonstrate to the 
public that it can manage and safeguard 
the US relationship. So far. Moon has 
done that. - Project Syndicate 

•Christopher R Hill, former US 
Assistant Secretary o f State for East 
Asia, is Chief Advisor to the Chancellor 
for Global Engagement and Professor 
of the Practice in Diplomacy at the 
University of Denver, and the author of 
Outpost. 



North and South Korean skiers pose for a photo during a joint training session at the Masikryong, or Masik pass’ ski resort, near North Korea’s east coast port city of 
Wonsan on February 1. 
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Sri Lankan Fest begins 
at LuLu Hypermarket 


T he Sri Lankan Festival was 
launched yesterday, for 
the first time, at all LuLu 
outlets in Qatar under the theme 
‘Rasavat Sri Lanka’ 

The festival “mainly exhibits 
Sri Lankan ethnic/grocery items 
and agricultural/organic pro¬ 
duce”, LuLu Group has said in a 
press statement, noting that it 
highlights the “diverse culture, 
deep-rooted values and culinary 
heritage of Sri Lanka.” 

The festival was inaugurated 
by Sri Lankan ambassador ASP 
Liyanage at LuLu Hypermarket, 
Barwa City. The inaugural cer¬ 
emony was also attended by Mo- 
hamed Althaf, director of LuLu 
Group International, and several 
distinguished guests from banks, 
schools and the retail and FMCG 
sectors, including a large gather¬ 
ing of shoppers and officials from 
LuLu outlets. 

The festival also features some 
traditional art forms from Sri 
Lanka, including calypso, and 
other cultural programmes such 
as Kandyan dancing, etc, to cre¬ 
ate the appropriate ambiance. 
Among the highlights is a ‘fusion 
show’ performed by students of 
Lasanthi Dancing Academy based 
on the popular Kandyan dance. 

A wide range of Sri Lankan 
commodities and agricultural 
produce is available at discounted 



Sri Lankan ambassador ASP Liyanage, LuLu Group International director Mohamed Althaf and other dignitaries and officials at the festival’s 
inauguration at LuLu Hypermarket, Barwa City yesterday. PICTURE: Noushad Thekkayil 


prices, and special counters have 
been set to facilitate tasting and 
sampling for customers. The fes¬ 
tival continues until February 10. 

LuLu Group has organised the 
festival in co-operation with its 
export unit - YAS Lanka - in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. The unit 
was set up last year with a view 


to boost sourcing operations and 
bring in high-quality products 
for LuLu’s chain of hypermarkets 
across the world, the statement 
noted. The Group said it has 
been exporting $5mn worth of 
fruits, vegetables and commodi¬ 
ties from Sri Lanka, and the real 
measure of progress is that the 


quantum of export has gone up 
considerably since the opening 
of the new export distribution 
centre. LuLu Group has similar 
export distribution centres in 24 
countries, including the UK, US, 
Spain, Turkey, Vietnam, Thai¬ 
land, China and Africa. 

The festival’s launch coincides 


with Sri Lanka’s Independence 
Day, adding more relevance and 
value to the festival, the statement 
adds. Further, the Group said it 
has plans to venture into the re¬ 
tail sector in the next phase with a 
“world-class” shopping mall and 
modern hypermarket in Colom¬ 
bo, and spadework is under way. 


Joyalukkas offers Be Mine diamond jewellery collection 


Joyalukkas has announced that it is offering, this month, a new collection of “love-inspired” diamond, pearl and 18K gold jewellery in time 
for Valentine’s Day. Until February 17, shoppers can “fall in love with a gorgeous selection of necklaces, earrings, bangles and rings with 
unique heart designs in the limited-edition Be Mine Collection,” the leading jeweller has said in a press statement. “The Be Mine Collection 
is a special line of diamond jewellery,” said Joy Alukkas, Joyalukkas Group chairman and MD. “But this exclusive collection for Valentine’s 
Day 2018 is truly extraordinary. We are sure shoppers would fall in love with these unique designs and enjoy them as gifts for their loved 
ones and even themselves.” Along with the launch of the limited-edition Be Mine Collection, shoppers can also enjoy special cashback 
offers and discounts across Joyalukkas over 140 showrooms in 11 countries, the statement adds. 
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Costa Rica envoy 
visits Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University 


T he ambassador of Costa 
Rica, Luis Alberto Guil¬ 
len Downing, visited 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) yesterday to inaugu¬ 
rate an exhibition at the Edu¬ 
cation City Student Center, 
showcasing the diverse arts 
and crafts, pictures, videos, 
and traditional costumes of 
Costa Rica. 

The exhibition was part of a 
cultural week that ended yes¬ 
terday. The event aimed to in¬ 
troduce the colourful culture 
of the most visited nation in all 
of Central America to the com¬ 
munity. 

The opening of the event, 
CO - organised with the embassy 
of Costa Rica in Qatar, was also 
attended by the consul and 
charge d’affaires Carlos Beer 
Arguello. 

HBKU’s hosting of the Costa 
Rican cultural week comes as 
the latest in a series of events 
that aim to portray a vibrant 
picture of other customs and 
traditions. 

Maryam Hamad al-Mannai, 


vice president of student af¬ 
fairs at HBKU, said: “HBKU is 
a true melting pot and is proud 
of its community of faculty, 
researchers and students, who 
work together with a common 
goal in mind - to be creative, to 
pursue excellence in all of their 
endeavours, and to celebrate 
their diversity every day. 

Without its multicultural 
student body, HBKU would 
not be the centre of academic 
and innovative excellence that 
it is today. We believe this is 
something that truly deserves 
recognition.” 

At the inauguration, am¬ 
bassador Downing delivered 
a short presentation on Costa 
Rica to the body of students, 
staff, faculty of HBKU and the 
greater Education City com¬ 
munity in attendance. In his 
address, the ambassador high¬ 
lighted the distinctive historic, 
cultural, economic, educa¬ 
tional, geographic and touristic 
strengths of the Central Amer¬ 
ican country that is home to 
4.5mn people. 



Maryam Hamad al-Mannai presents ambassador Luis Alberto 
Guillen Downing with a memento. 
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Solar energy 
powers public 
gardens 


As part of the ongoing 
co-operation between Al 
Shamal Municipality and 
Ras Laffan Community 
Outreach Programme, a 
project was implemented 
to install solar energy 
recharge stations at 
the public gardens. The 
project also includes 
installing umbrellas and 
lights that works with solar 
energy at the beaches 
and public parks of Al 
Shamal Municipality. In 
all. 34 beach umbrellas, 
equipped with two white 
LED lights of 18 watts, 
were installed at all the 
beaches at Al Ruwals. Al 
Shammal. and Abu Zalluf. 
besides Al Gharlya beach. 
Also. 10 solar energy- 
operated recharge stations 
were installed, with each 
including a LED light unit 
of 32 watts, for recharging 
mobile phones. In addition 
to a platform to supply 
WI-FI at the public parks. 
Hamad Juma al-Mannai. 
director of Al Shamal 
Municipality, honoured 
yesterday Sheikha Dana 
Rashid al-Thani. senior 
officer of Ras Laffan 
Community Outreach 
Programme, and a 
representative of Al Emadi 
Solar, the company that 
implemented the project. 



Officials inspect one of the solar lights installed in a park. 


QRCS holds orientation 
session for HMC doctors 



Members of the audience listening to the presentation. 


Dr Khaled Diab addressing the 
audience. 

atar Red Crescent Society 
I l(QRCS) held an orienta- 
V^^tion session for the doc¬ 
tors oPHamad Medical Corpora¬ 
tion (HMC) to recruit volunteers 
with its future medical missions 
abroad. 

Hosted by HMC's Medical 
Training Centre, the session was 
attended by Dr Abdul-Salam 
al-Qahtani, head, Department 


of Otorhinolaryngology, Head, 
and Neck Surgery and director 
of training at HMC and Board 
Member of QRCS; Dr Abdullah 
Rashid al-Naimi, senior consult¬ 
ant urologist at Hamad General 
Hospital and board member of 
QRCS; Dr Khaled Abdul-Hadi, 
head of HMC’s Audiology and 
Balance Center and Head of 


QRCS’s Haj Medical Mission; 
and Dr Khaled Diab, adviser. Re¬ 
lief and International Develop¬ 
ment Division, QRCS. 

Several new and expert doctors 
listened to a presentation about 
QRCS’s history and humanitar¬ 
ian mission. 

They also learnt about QRCS- 
HMC’s joint achievements over 


the past few years, as well as a 
list of medical projects planned 
for 2018. According to Dr Diab, 
QRCS has 17 foreign missions 
and offices in both Asia and 
Africa. “The 2018 budget for 
international relief and devel¬ 
opment projects is QR537mn. 
These include His Highness the 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 


al-Thani's Medical Scholarship 
Programme for Gaza Doctors, 
the Child Catheterisation Pro¬ 
gramme, and eye camps, among 
many others,” he explained. 

“Our 2018 plan includes four 
child and one adult catheteri¬ 
sation missions, six eye camps, 
and 12 miscellaneous medical/ 
surgical camps. The scope of the 
plan covers 13 countries: Bang¬ 
ladesh, Afghanistan, Jordan, the 
Philippines, Somalia, Ghana, Ni¬ 
ger, Palestine, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Ethiopia, Sudan, and South Su¬ 
dan,” said Dr Diab. 

“We hope that more doctors 
of HMC will contribute their 
time and effort for humanitarian 
causes. It is not a matter of trav¬ 
elling to perform medical exami¬ 
nations and operations and then 
going back home. Your effort is 
needed in guidance, supervision, 
and strategic planning for new 
health centres and cancer hos¬ 
pitals, as well as training for local 
medical staff,” he added. 

Dr al-Qahtani emphasised 
the co-operation between QRCS 
and HMC with support from the 
Ministry of Public Health. 
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Nama Centre unveils ‘Moqbeleen’ campaign 


T he Social Development 
Centre — Nama — which 
functions under the Qa¬ 
tar Foundation for Social Work, 
launched the ‘Moqbeleen' 
awareness campaign recently for 
the second consecutive year. 

‘Moqbeleen' is an awareness 
and cultural campaign that aims 
to promote Nama's projects, pro¬ 
grammes and services. The cam¬ 
paign also aims to raise awareness 
on the importance of educational 
attainment, seizing the right 
opportunities, and channelling 
the specialised platforms in all 
schools, universities, youth fo¬ 
rums, youth academies and all 
civil society organisations. 

Nama intends to attract and 


train active youth through this 
campaign. Nama's acting ex¬ 
ecutive director Maryam bint 
Abdullatif al-Mannai said she 
is immensely proud of the inte¬ 
grated campaign. She cited the 
comprehensive nature of Nama's 
projects, as they respond to the 
aspirations of the Qatari youth 
through multiple programmes. 
“We are always keen on promot¬ 
ing the concept of sustainability 
in education, awareness and so¬ 
cial development, investing in 
human capital and the young and 
promising generations, creating a 
conscious generation and hence 
a society that is keen to define its 
priorities properly,” al-Mannai 
said. 


The campaign kicked off at the 
‘Simaisma Girls Forum' which 
was an opportunity to meet with 
the female youths who welcomed 
the new projects after learning 
about Nama's goals, activities, 
and services. Ambassadors of the 
campaign also visited Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Medical City, in co-op¬ 
eration with the Career Services 
and Recruitment Departments. 
The visit included scheduled 
sessions with the targeted group 
of high school and university 
students. 

Nama's Programmes of Com¬ 
munity Outreach head Abdul 
Rahman al-Sayed stressed that 
rapid social, economic and de¬ 
velopmental progress create new 


conditions and circumstances 
that call for the collective efforts 
of all components of the soci¬ 
ety. “Therefore, Nama is keen to 
highlight the importance of an 
efficient and effective commu¬ 
nity awareness plan about social 
work,” he said. 

The centre introduces pro¬ 
grammes aimed at targeting 
groups in the different fields of 
training, entrepreneurship de¬ 
velopment, and social entrepre¬ 
neurship. It also develops the ca¬ 
pacities of youth and introduces 
scholarships and university pro¬ 
grammes to students. “We hope 
that these programmes will be 
adequate to most of our youth 
aspirations and requirements. 


address their needs and queries, 
and provide all means to over¬ 
come the obstacles they are fac¬ 
ing,” al-Sayed said. 

The campaign includes a vari¬ 
ety of constructive and targeted 
projects that seek to contribute 
to the progress and advancement 
of Qatar, diversify competen¬ 
cies, and meet the needs of the 
labour market. One of the most 
prominent projects is the “Social 
Entrepreneurship Development” 
project, where 17 social entre¬ 
preneurs of the first-generation 
graduated on January 18 in the 
presence of HE Sheikh Thani bin 
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani at 
the Qatar National Convention 
Centre. 




‘Moqbeleen’ campaign provides Qatari youths with a portfolio of pioneering projects. 


A Nama workshop in session for young females. 


LG Electronics set to 
launch Al-enabled 
products in Qatar 


By Joseph Varghese 

Staff Reporter 


S outh Korean electronics 
giant and technology in¬ 
novator LG Electronics 
will launch several of its Arti¬ 
ficial Intelligence (Al)-enabled 
products named ‘LG Thinku' in 
Qatar this year. 

“We will be launching many 
of our latest premium prod¬ 
ucts in Qatar and other Middle 
East and African countries this 
year,” Jae H Ahn, team leader 
and director. Brand Promotion 
Team, Global Marketing, LG 
told Gulf Times on the sidelines 
of LG Innofest 2018 in Cape 
Town, South Africa. 

“We will begin with LG 
OLED Al TV, which is to be 
launched in Qatar during the 
first half of this year. It will be 
followed by the LG Signature 
Refrigerator as well as the LG 
signature TwinWash washing 
machine,” he explained. 

“Thinku means ‘think of 
you'. It highlights LG's strong 
commitment to provide the 
best solutions to the daily life of 
our customers. It is not about 
just technology but to provide 
the best outcomes of AL The 
Al technology-enabled prod¬ 
ucts will understand the daily 
behaviour of the customers and 
will act accordingly in helping 
them,” Ahn said. 

“For example, the wash¬ 
ing machine will learn what 
washing cycle you prefer, and 
according to the weather con¬ 
dition will suggest the best 
washing cycle. There are se¬ 
curity measures to store the 


information of the custom¬ 
ers within each gadget. It will 
help improve the experience 
of the customers in a big way 
and make their daily routine 
smoother,” continued Ahn. 

“The Al-enabled TV is an¬ 
other gadget that will give a 
number of advantages for the 
customer. While watching any 
programme, you can speak 
through the remote control and 
it will identify the voice com¬ 
mand. If you want to know the 
name of an actor or a place, ask 
through the remote control and 
all the details will be displayed 
on the screen. 

“The new refrigerator will 
recognise the products inside 
and reveal the expiry dates of 
the products. In addition it 
will also provide the recipe for 
cooking the food items inside,” 
said the official. 

According to Ahn, the lat¬ 
est air conditioning solutions 
with the cutting-edge Inverter 
Technology is also another key 
highlight from the LG this year. 
While regular air conditioners 
can only turn on and off, LG's 
Inverter Technology can con¬ 
trol rotation frequency to pro¬ 
duce cooling more efficiently. 
“LG's smart inverter technol¬ 
ogy has taken LG Electronics to 
new heights in energy efficient 
and durable home appliances 
that facilitate savings from day 
one. 

“The smart inverter com¬ 
pressor technology has proven 
to be a ground-breaking solu¬ 
tion with exceptional perform¬ 
ance attributes specially de¬ 
signed for modern consumer,” 
added Ahn. 



LG’s Jae H Ahn speaking to Gulf Times in Cape Town, South Africa 
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Baladna to showcase 
products in QSSE18 


atari farm and food 
I 1 supplier Baladna has 
announced its partici- 
patio(fffi the ‘Qatar Sufficiency 
Exhibition (QSSE) 2018', a first- 
of-its-kind event in the region 
dedicated to diversifying pro¬ 
duction lines and shaping the 
country's future economy. 

Baladna will be covering a 
lOOsq m space to showcase 
the company's dairy and the 
food products at the exhibi¬ 
tion slated from April 1 to 3 at 
the Doha Exhibition and Con¬ 
vention Centre (DECC). The 
QSSE is organised by HiSky for 
Tourism and Exhibitions with 
the Ministry of Economy and 


Commerce as the event's Main 
Partner. “Baladna is proud to 
take part in such an initiative 
because it plays a key role in 
the economic development and 
food security programme of the 
state of Qatar,” said Baladna 
CEO Peter Weltevreden. 

He added: “Baladna has 
shown big expansion up to now, 
leading to a very promising start 
of its new business in less than 
a year from its establishment 
in late 2016. We are delighted 
to showcase our achievements 
during QSSE and to meet po¬ 
tential consumers, customers, 
and investors to discuss our 
plans going forward.” 



Cows on a rotary milking system at the Baladna farm in Qatar. 







































































